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PRARFACH. 


to Cllowing Prayers Yro not intendad fo he com. 
mitted bo memory or to he used inn formal manner, 
They ave simply designed ax apeeimens of prayer amd 
asa guide to the yor caper vin the performance 
of this imporkant duly. 16 has heen C1 atily of the 
compiler, nol only lo oxhibit the form of prayer and 
something of its spirit, but Wo convey inelrnelion i 
evimgclieal trath, both of a doctrinal nud prac 
kind. ‘The style may, perl be considered in rather 
beyond tho eapacivy of the generality of 5 
sons; but i¢ is surely better w endeavour ate 
ideas and te sat the young to the sublimities 

nnd Chas cokurg: ig 
than lo dower religion, so as lo accommodate it (io 
much to the weak and ignorant and so encour, 
resting in the measure of knowladlge already altamed, 
As to the manner in whieh there Prayers shonkt he 
used, i& may ho sumeated, that (hey may be carefully 
read and pondered: and thas, hy the blessing of Goi 
a devotional frame ot apirit might be excited and 
promoted and atch paris of any of them as suited 
the case of the individual might be selected and wrought 
into the mind, sv ws bo be used by him in the aet of 
devotion. : 

Noctry has been adopted because if Possesnes seh 
charins for the young Le never wearies hy ropetie 
tion, and thus bevomes tow deeply Tnpressed upon the 
Memory ever Lo be forgotten. ‘Phe mind 7 
informed 
flowers oF 
over the whole, ‘Phe par 
Of all pootical compositic 
eal comokition in old 
the intelleetaal powe 
the strains of poctyy whe 
Offer Chenoel ves without 
shades of dectini 
and ainidab the 1 ol the bods, (he depy 
jae spirit hay becom cheered wih we alleetions of poctr 
hut uafiequently, with che favorite hyten, or ad 
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PREFACH, 


oft repeated verse has ty: dying christian coneluded 
those songs of praise in tne house of his pilgrimage, 
which he hoped to resume in tho mansions of glory. 

Tho plan of this work may be considered new and 
chimerical; but nothing that has the iimprovomcnt of 
the young us its object, is unworthy of a trial—and, 
while the enemies of religion are so fertile in projects, 
to draw aside from daty, and to beguile the young into 
vanity and sin; if becomes the friends of religion to 
use every ellort to counteract such ovcrtions and to 
atrengthen the hands of those whoso desire it is to 
guide them in wisdon’s ways which are pleasant ness 
and peace, In the morning sow thy seed and in the evens 
ing refrain nob thy hun: for who hnoweth what shall 
mie this, or that, or whether they shall bo both alike 
good? May God who alono can give the incredra 
accompany with His rich and abundant blessing this 
humble labour of love. 








“ Prayer was appointud to convey 
The blessings God designs to give 
Long as thoy live should Christians pray 
For only while they pray they live,” 


1 Prayer ardent, opeus Hewen, lets doin a nbreatn 
Gr glory, on thy con werated head 
Gf man, in nudience with Ure Deity.” 

Youny, 


Prayer is the reasonable service of intelligent 
beings ; aud is a duly whieh springs out of the 
very constitution of man, asa dependent erentire, 
What more becoming and necessary, than, that 
creatures, in all their wants and perplesitios, should 
reewr to (he great Author of their esisloiee,—- 
should pour ont their hearts before Tim, aud 
should supplicate ILis dircetion and support? What 
more reasonable, than thab they acknowledge, ia 
all their ways, that Almighty Gop, in whom they 
live, and nieve, and lieve their being, and whose 
beneficent hand constantly and liberally supplies 
their various and ever-retarnifig necessities 2 Bit 
mw is a fallen and sinfit creature saat while, as 
such, his wants are multiplied, and his need of 
divection and assivtanes is inerensed, bis Choughts 
ave Curned away front his Creator, his affections 
and desires are estrauged from him, and the lan- 
guage of his heart is—* Depart from me, fort 
desire not the knowledge of thy ways.” What 

A 


isthe Ajmnivhty that We should serve bin, and 
what profit should we baved! we pras (o bia?’ But 
behold the grace ant condescension of dohovals | 
Tle pursues his rebellious ereatnres with his goad. 
ness; [le aldrosses them in the Lavage of en. 
treaty : He sets open to them histirone as the 
place of their sanctuary, and inyiles them to 
come boldly to i, that they may obtain moerey, mad 
find grace to help them in the time of need. What 
a wondrous power is this (hat fail impotent man 
porsesses ? that he should command the attention of 
the Tufinite. Omnipotent God! What a glorious 
ail oxalted privilege, iat sinful and polluted man 


Be, 
should be permitted la enter into the immediate 
gracious presence of the Just mud Holy dehovah | 
How dignifying to his nature t bow encouraging to 
his guilty and awakened conscience ! How trun 
seendently glorious and benign does the King of 
Heaven appear, as the hearer and answerer of 
prayer } how inconceivably superior to all created 
intelligeneios | Truly, as the heaven is high ahoye 





the carth, his ways are higher Uhan ow ways, and 
his thoughts than ow thoughts Rebels are ealled 
vhist whom Chey 





into the presence of their Wine, 
have inagnified themselves, and suds“ Who is Che 
Lord, thet we should obey Tim,” not, as the ob- 
jects of bis just displeasure, ty bow the vengeanee of 
vindictive wrath, but tu be urged with the most 


constraining kindness 5 andl by every cong ler tion 
of self-interest aud self-love, to lny down the wea- 
pons of (heir ebe'lion—-to enlist under the banners 
of his Son, and to go forth with him as the Captain 
of their salvation, to congrests that shall issue io 
eternal life, Criminals are inviled to como before 
their Judge—not tu hear ihe sentence of condemna- 
tion, and not to sufier the penattios of the laws 
which they have broken; bub to have pardon, 
justification, and ctornat happiness presented to then, 
through (he atoning sacrifice, and peace-speakinig 
blood of him whom they have offended by their sin, 
The staves of satan, who are groaning wider the 
yoke of sin and the bondage of corruption, are 
entrealed fo ceoine not to be reproached, and 
buffeted, and contemned, hut to hear the cheeriig 
voice of their Redeemer, proclaiming (he aceept- 
able year of the Lort—the day of salvation of our 
Ct 


prison lo them thatare bound. Let us adore the 


vil—liberty fo the eaptives— the opening of the 


gooduess and condescousion ®of Jehovah, ay tins 





extithited tous, Boholdthe highest an the heavens, 


who sits enthroned ie elorions majesty, surrounded 





Dyan iimiuncrable throng of anyelie beings, and 


the object of their continual adoration, iuetining a 





Listening car ty the ery even of (he meanest of his 
creatures) Behold the Sovereign af the universe 


who upholds the creation by bis power, who, 


‘ 
steporintends all Hotldaleha is infinitely happy ya 
himself, and diffuses happiness (hroughout his 
boundless dominions, bending a pitying eye on (be 
solitary and afflicted, giving to his humble sup. 
plicants the desire of their hearis,-~ opening dis 
hand aul liberally supplying them with good—~ 
stretching out his mighty arm, and raising the 
poor from the dust and the neady front the ding: 
hill! Truly, there is no Gor like wito our God: 
so glorious, so condoseonding, so gre, and sv good 
so full of pity, and ready to forgive!“ Who 
would not fear him and glorify his uae; for 
he only is holy !” 

Prayer is a duty incumbent on all—is suited to 
persons of all ages, and conditions, and is recom. 
mended by the caample of all tho godly, both 
of ancient and modorn times. The word of Cod, 
which ought in all things to he a lamp to our (cet, 
and a light to our path, is full and explicit on this 
subject, It is not, like same doctrines or practicos, 
set forth in an obscure or general miner, so that, 
Christians can divide in scatiment about ity mean 
ing and importance, or Llat the mere professor of 
religion, crn allogethor deny its utility and obliga 
tion; bat it shines throughout the canon of seriy. 
ture, in such bright and prominent charactors, that 
he who runs may read. Many are the examples af 
the practige and efficacy of this duty, which are there 


exhibited for out oxcitomellt, Abraham, the father 
of the faithful—the friend of God-—was familiar 
with this exercise, Witness his intercession for 
devoted Sodom, What reverence of Cod! What 
selfabasoment ! What earnest solieitude for the 
stlvation of sinners ?—Moses the man of God, who 
led Tsracl to the bordors of the promised jena, 
prayed ofton for that rebellious people, in Lhoir long 
wanderings In the wilderess-—Javid, the man 
after God’s own hearl, was entinently a man of 
prayer, and has left on record many effusions of his 
soul, sublime and beautiful, which have been used 
ay matter of devotion by thousands in every suc- 
ceading age—Solomon his son, prayed also, and 
made supplication to God ; and in his sublime ad- 
tress, ab the consecration of the temple, we haye a 
noble specimon of his devotional exercise, But 
the time would fail us, to spoakof Hlijah, of Danie], 
of Jonah, and the rest of the Old 'lostament 
worthics, who had thus power with Cod, and pre- 
vatlod 5 and whose prayers are recorded for ow 
instruction and example, that wo may ho pertuct, 
thoroughly farnished for (his good work,—Andwhou 
wo turn to the Now Tostament, we are surronnide:d 
with a groab cloud of witnesses, all browthing the 
same spirit, and, by preeept and example, incul- 
cating and enforcing this great and important 
dity.—Paul, the great apostle of the Gentiles 


¢ i) 
stands forth a Tstapataledl example of this duty. 
fye that he was numbereit among the Apostles, 
and immediately after the Lord had appeared to 
him by the way, he is pointed out to Aunnias as 
one in peentiarly interesting and encouraging cir- 
emmstances ~ Behold he prayeth!"-— 1b is after- 
wardsnarrated, that when heand his fellow-lahonrer 
wore imprisoned for the testimony of Jesus, at nid- 
night they prayed and sang praises (o Cod yand in 
token of Divinclavonrandacceptance, suddenly there, 
was a real carthquake, nnd the prison doors were 
opened,andeyery anc’sbonds were loosed. Through- 
out life, prayer was his habilnal evercive, Tle 
bowed his knees to the God and Father ot out 
Lord Jesus Christ. Se ceased not, day nur night, 
to make mention of the saints in hi» prayers : 
night and day he prayed exceedingly. And in his 
Epistles, which form a most important part of the 
New Testament, and contain a display of practical 
and doctrinal ruth, uy ivatled in’ sublimity and 
energy, he fails not Lovarge the dnty repeatedly and 
earnestly on those to whom he wrote, fle exhorts 
them to be instant in prayer, and to pray always 
with all prayer aud supplication in the spirit, 
watehing therounto wilh all perseverence and snp 
plication for all saints—Voter, the chosen disciple 
of the Saviour, who accompanied him all the time 
he sajourned on carth, and who wiknesed hin 


retiring unto a motintdn alone to pray, and 
continuing all night in prayer to God, Gaught a 
portion of the same spirit, We are tokl, accord - 
ingly, that on a certain oecaston ha went up ou 
the house-top to pray ; and addressing himsel! to 
the Christians who were seatlered abroad, he, in 
these few but impressive words, enjeins on them 
this duty: “The end of all things is al hand: be 
sober, and watch mito prayer.’—OF the assembled 
disciples also, who, after the asgonsion of the 
Savionr, waited fur the promise of the Mather, it 
is related, that they continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication—Orr Lord himself, who 
is the pattern of all exectlonce, lias strongly recom: 
monded this duty, both by preeepl and example 
Think on the prayers he offered up for his dis- 
ciples, and for all that should believe on hin 
through their word, Think on lis prayers for 
himself, uttered in Diller anguish of soul, in the 
near prospect of his, last swlering ss.  ‘Mhink on his 
afeetmg and gracious prayer in behalf of his 





cay 


murderers, while ho lyme on the cross, and say, 
have we not here an example of prayer, and an 
excitement lo il, fall, and anparrallated, and alta 
gether irrosiatible ? In the prayer whieh Christ 
taught his disciples, we havo also a complete and 
comprehensive form of prayer, which is worthy of 
its Divine Author, and which, in all our addresses 


, 
to God, ought to be ofr model and guide. Ta 
plain and concise petitions, it comprises all the 
levling subjects of prayer; and ib breathes, 
throughout, a spirit of trae devotion and Jnumitity, 
From the manner in which 1 is espressed, we 
Tewn that our prayors onglit nob bo le coutined to 
ourselves, but that we should pray both with and 
for others, More particularly, we ae taught to 
approach Gad with holy confidence and godly 
foar,—to pray for the advancoment of his glory, 
and for universal conformity to his will,--to ac. 
knowledge our dependance on God for {ouporal 
support and preservation from evil, ~and lo plead, 
that he would extend toward ng, ina suilablencss 
to our neod, his boumty and protection, We are 
taught also to pray for the pardon of our situs, 
from the consideration that we are ready to for 
give those who trespass againsl ws: and the whole 
is summed wp in an aseription of praise, and 
honour, and glory, to God, as the universal and 
rightful Sovereign. 4 

Bosides this formal diyretory for prayer, our 
Lord also gave his disciples many fstractions as 
to the nature of the diy, and as to the manner 
of its performance, “God is a spirit, and (hey 
who worship him, must worship him in spit and 
in truth.”—* Thau, when thou prayost, enter into 
thy closet, and when thou hast shit thy dove, 


pray to thy Father whdl is in seerel, and thy 
Father who secth in sceret, shall reward thee 
openly.”— Uso nob vain ropetitions, as the 
heathen do; for they think they shall he heard 
for their much speaking, Be not yo therefore 
liko unto thems for your Father knowelh what 
things ye have need of bafore ye ask him.” He 
also beautifully illustrates to them, in the parable 
of the Phariveo and the Publienn, the necessity ot 
homilily in their approaches to God" The 
Publican standing afar off, woud not so mauel as 
liftup his eyes to heaven, but smote apon hos 
breast, saying, God be mercifil to mea sunier , 
ant he went down to his house justified racer 
than the other.” He also exemplifies int (he 
parable of the importunato widow, the ofivcacy of 
earnest and persevering prayer: and he directs 
them to look for a gracious answer to all theit 
petitions, only for his sake, “ Verily, verily, 1 
svy unto you, Whaaioover ye shall ssh tho Father 
in my namo, ho shall give tt you.” 

The duty of prayer is peculiarly oncunbent on 
the young ; and might be urged on thent by many 


aot 





eonsidorations. You are just entering into lite. Ts 
ib not proper that youshouldagknowledge Gad, seek 
his protection, and eonsecrata yoursel yes Co hin in 
whose hand your life is? Yau are ineyporionced, 
and need direetion in the path of Jife, Will yon 


/ 
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nob fro. this time ery ita Cod, “My Mathes, 
thorn art the guide of my youth!’ Yor are oy. 
posed lo many dangers, Nhe name of the Lord 
iy a strong towor, the righteous runneth into i, 
and is safe. Wil you not be perstanted to cast in 
your lot ‘wilh the righteous ¢ You are sitrrouided 
by many eneinies, eneammpased hy snares and 
tomplations ; how can you resist aud subdie (hon, 
without Divine assistines , and bow ean yor Jook 
for that assistance, unless yorask i? You are 
invited and ereotnaged to eae to Cad by prayer 
“Seek the Lord while he is to he fornid, eall 
upon him whilo he is near.” & TE loye thont that 
love me, and they that seok me early shall find 
mo” Be enfreated, then, ty come to God, aad toy 
offer to him: the morning and evening saeritices, 
Te all your ways acknowledge bin, and le will 
direct your steps, 

li is with a view to induce yor to engage in 
this excercise, and to guide yon ils pertorunuce, 
that this little Qoak is put inte your hands. £ 
trust, however, you neele not be informed, that 
the mere ulteranee vf words, however well con. 
cotyed or acranged, is nel prayer, Mian regards 
the ontward appearance, bub Gol looks to the 
hear; and ib is only what comes frome the heart 
that can please him—it is ouly Ue prayer of taith 
that he ean accept. Nor is it che mero act af 
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worship thet can satiofy God, or eusure the safely of 
the sumer Many cone info God's preseatho, mud 
come often, and, like the Pharisees of oli, ford 
much freedom and self-compleeeney ra the eser- 
v3 but dike hime mus be cou 
eny rejected, beeause they come 


eres of devotion 
denmmed and ul 
nol inthe right manner. ‘They come not by (hat 
new and living way which Christ has consecrated, 
They iest their hopes of receplance on the sin 
cavity of their vepeatance, or on their resolutions 
of future obedience, or on some good works which 
may have gained for them tho apprebition of 
men, and which, they trast, will, im the estimate 
of their Judge, counterbalance the evils they have 
dome Tf yon wonld approach God in the way 
which he has prescribed, you must remember 
that it is not by works of righteousuess which we 
have done, but according to his merey ho sives us, 
You must tejnice to believe that there is a) Aledia- 
tor between God ang men, the Man Christ Jesus ; 
and thal no man can come fo the Mather, but by 
him, Yoronmnst resh ip the assurance that we 
have an Adlvocnle with tho Father, desus Christ 
the righteous, and that he is the propitintion for 
aasins, Come then to the throne of Cod, under 





the influence of such principles, remenibering thet 
God resisteth the proud, but givolly ernee to the 
bumble, He filleth the hungry with guod 
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C 
things, but the viel he sends amply away.” Come 
in the TaN assurance of faith, for they that come 
to God, must helieve that le is, and (hat he is the 
render of them that diligently seuk him, 
Though you are uatarally ab variance wilh Cod, 
an) are not snbject to his law, yeb believe Chet 
he wails to be gracious, and is exalied to baye 
merey. — Believe that though he is just, and holy, 
ancl cannot look apon sia but with abhorouee, yet 
there is forgiveness with him that he may be 
feared, and with him is plenteous redemption, 
And above all, forget not to seck the Holy Spirit 
to help your infirmities; for ye know not. what 
ye should pray for as ye ought. 1fis all-sanetify- 
ing presence, and gracious assistance, should, tn all 
your religious exercises, be the pervading desire of 
your heart. And this is a hoon whieh God has 
promised, and will assuredly give to the believing 
suppliant.  Tfe will give the spirit to them that ask 
him, The Comforter, which is tho lloly (host, 
whom the Father will send unto you, he will teach 
you all things, and bring al! things to your remen- 
Iorance, 

Secret prayer may be distinguished into hye 
kinds—st 
should offer up at least every morning and evening, 


ated and ejacnlatury, "Phe first we 





[tis vonerally desevihed as consisting of four parts, 
namely :—Adoration-—in whieh we Jit up our 


is) 


soul to Jehovah with devont reverence, and give 
to him the glory which is due unto his name :—- 
Confession—in which we acknowledge our un- 
worthiness, ow guill, aud our wreblehedness :-~ 
Supplication—in which we plead for his pardou- 
ing merey, for his sanclilying grace, for the com. 
munication of all spiritual and heavenly blessings, 
and for such temporal good things as are needful 
iving, 











for us, and agreeable to his will—T'hanks 
—in which we express our gratitude to him tor 
his imumerablo benefits, and utter abundantly 
the memory of his great goodness. jaculatory 
Prayer is an exercise in which the Chri 
his soul to God in short aspirations—~—in devout, 





ut ss 
breathings, ab any time, and in every yvarioly tof 
circumstance, seeking his countonmes, his guid- 
ance and supporl, In solitude, in society, in tho 
house or by the way; when about to engage in 
any important duty; in the prospect of any 
painful tial, or under the pressure of any heavy 
calamity, the Christian veettrs to Cod, ns his 
nover-filing refuge, aud quicl rosting-plico 5 and 
he thus enjoys a happiness greator Uhan ihe mon 
of the world, when their corn and wine abound, -— 
& poree which passeth all understanding, whieh 
the world canmot give nor tike way, 

Though seeret prayer be more especially the 
subject of this treatise, Utere are other dos 
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tions of this exercise, which ih may not he ont of 
place, oi mnedifying lo notice, These are Public, 
Family, and Social prayer—God, far the mare 
public manifestation of his glory, and the main 
tenance of his worship, and to unite bis people mn 
the ptactico of holy duty, and in the enjoynent 
of gracious privilego, has established a house tor 
himself on cath, and hag called th a house of 
prayer. There the people assemble to praise (he 
highest Lord, to seek his blessing, and to dedicate 
thomselyes to his serviee ‘Though the heaven, 
even the heaven of heavens cannot contain [fim, 
yet he says of his horse, This is my rest: here 
will I stay ; for Chavo desned it. The Lord loves 
the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of 
Jacob ; hero he meets with bis people, dwells 
among thom, and delights to do them gout, Po 
those who understand tho mulue of  prblic 
ordinances, and enter into them wilh true spivi- 
tuality of nuind, they are indeod most delighiful 
and refreshing, ‘Mhey aro The stream ol water 
ina dryfand thirsty lands or dike the pools in the 
valley of Bacea,  Reeoiving from them abundant 
ly of the jniluonces of tho spirit, Christians are 
satisted, and invigorated, and go frome strength to 
strength, till they appear hefore Cod in the 
heavenly Zion, Experiencing, in Uieso ordiees, 
a hols clevation of mind, to which the men of the 
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world Ree udler slaangers, his sincere worghippers 
thus express the overflowings of their gratitnde 
and joy: “Blessed is) the man whom thow 
choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that 
he may thyell in thy comiis, He shall be sitisiied 
with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy 
temple.”—But while God's own people thus. sit 
under his shadow with great delight, and find his 
fruit sweet unto their taste, thore ate ainany, very 
many, who come and go fiom the place of the 
holy, unimpressed and uvedified, They come as 
the people come, and sit as they sit, bub thei 
hearty go oul aflor their own covelousness, and 
their thoughts wander on the mountains of vamby. 
Young persons aro very ready to fall into (his 
evil. ‘They have been aceustomed to attend pub- 
lic worship fiom their catliest years, and (hey 
look on their attendance meroly as a euston, 
They come and occupy their places in the house 
of God, more as speclators than as worshippors : 
and hence they derive no profit, no spiritual eu- 
joyment, from the ortlinnnees there observed. 
They become, as time rolls on, more and more 
sceure 5 and, if merey prevent not, they will soon 
prove like the ground offen watered upon, whieh 
bringeth forth nothing but briers and thorns, sunt 
is nigh unto curing. God's word will not retin 
wnto lim void. If it be not the sivour of lite 
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unto life, it will be the savour of death anio deatl, 
Let the young then scriously reflect on this, and re- 
solve, whatever nay have been their conduethithor- 
to, henceforth to enter with heart and soul into the 
services of the sanctuary, and to present their 
bodies living srerifices, which is thoir reasonable 
service. Let them say, T will sing with the spirit, 
T will sing with the understanding also + T will 
piay with the spirit, I will pray with the undor- 
standing also, Iwill come into thine house in 
thine abundant grace ; I will worship in thy fear 
toward thy holy temple. 

Family prayer or worship is a most important 
duty, and is suggested by the very constitu- 
tion of society, and of man, as a social being, 
Though it be not prescribed in Scripture, in as 
many words, yet it is consistent with the whole 
spirit of the Scriptures, and is evidently implied 
in the practices of the Old Testament saints, who 
had their family altars, their family sacrifices, and 
their family fasts, © Joshua, no doubt, included 
the observance of family devotion, when, sciling 
before the Israelites the worship of tho Cud of 
their fathers, and the gods of tho heathen, he adds 
his own pious determination; “As for amo, and 
my house wo will serve the Lord.”—The Psalmist 
also may naturally be supposed to alhule to the 
same service, as duly performed by all who fear 


\7 
Cod, then he exclaims, in tho midst of a rapturous 
meditation on Cod, as his object of confiduee and 
adoration ; “'Tho voieo of rejoicing and salyation is 
in the dwellings of the righteous.”——When we tuo 
to the New Testunent, we find onr Lord frequent 
ly ongagaig in prayer wilt his twelve desciples, 
whom he considererd as his family. Cornolins the 
centurion, is honourably incntioned ag a devoul 
man, and one that feared Cod with all his house, 
and prayed Lo God alway, Wo read also of the 
disciples and first followers of Christ, engaging in 
devotional excretses in private families : and may 
we not reasonably conclude, that these ave inei- 
dental notices of a service that was regularly and 
statedly observed among tho Christians of these 
eutly times? And as wo learn from Scriptine, 
that the Divino approbation rests on those who 
command their children and their household to 
keop the way of the Lord, mul set (hom an example 
of holiness, walking in all the comnemadments and 
ordinances of che Lord blameless, so wo re ay- 
sured that he will pour oth his fury upon tho 
hoathen, tud apo dhe Runifios that oll not upon 
his mame, Wasuly prayer is a most. dolight- 
ful and profitable service, Bohold how good aud 
how pleasant if is for a Christian housohold to 
anile in offering up the morning and evenings 
sacrifico—in shewing forth God’s loving-kinduesa 


18 
6 
every morning, and his faithfulneys every tuight, 
There God commands the blessiny, Where this 
duty is regularly and devoutly porformed, the 
order and peace of a family aro promoted, and all 
its members are united in the bunds of love nnd 
harmony ; the fear of God is presented to the minds 
of tho young, as thoir first duly, recommendedt 
by parental influence, and clothed in all tho aitrac- 
tions of parental example, Such young persons 
a3 belong to families where the worship of God is 
duly observed, should ostoom it a high privilege, 
The lines have fallen unto them in pleasant places, 
yes they have a goodly heritage, They should 
study to improvo their privilege, knowing, that to 
whom much is giyon, of them much shall be re- 
quired, They should allow no omployment, and 
no pleasure, to interfero with their attendance on 
the family devotions : thoy should engage in them 
with all the energies of their minds, and all the 
affections of their hoarts; and thoy should over 
remember, that in this, as in all othor religions 
services, the assistance of the Holy Spirit is esson- 
tial to right and acceptablé worship. ‘Those young 
porsons, whoxe lot it is Lo servo in fainilios, would 
act a noble and Christian part, if they sought 
after, and preferred thoso places where they would 
enjoy this ordinance. Nay, they should seek after 
this as a pearl of great price, Tt should be with 
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them #n object of the first importance, fur ore 
worthy of their consideration, far more Salurble 
and dosirable than thousands of gold and silver. 
Social prayer, in which a mwmber of individuals 
meot statedly to unite in prayor, thongh not of 
such indispensable obligation as the tluties before 
mentioned, is nevertheless most impartiunt and 
advantageous, “As iron shurpenoth iron, so doth 
the face of a man his friend 2” and in nothing de 
we so much need the excilemonts of friondship, or 
feel so powerfully the exhilarating influence of 
social intercourse, as in the duties of religion, By 
such a practice, Christians greatly cncourage cach 
other in the ways of godliness, and provoke one 
another to love and to good works. Let not the 
young think, that such a duty i not tit for then 
They cannot 100 suon engage in if, She fear of 
the Lord is the bogtmung of wisdom. — Remember 
now thy Creator inthe days of thy youth, before 
the evil days come, and the years draw nigh, in 
whieh thou shall say, U fave no pleasure in them, 
What can be more intereding or more consoliae 
to every lover of good, fia to seo a compiuny ot 
young ones thus sopunting Uhomelves from the 
world lying in wickedness, and conscerating them 
selves to God, and their members as instruments 
of righteousness to Lim? With such services Go ia 
well pleased. ‘The Saviow looks down with 
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bonignity and love on such an association} and 
where to or three are met together in his 
name, he is in the midst of them, to bless, and to 
do them good. Let such as fear the Lord, then, 
spealc often (pray often) ono to another ; the Lord 
hearkens and hears, and a book of remembrance 
is written before him, for them that fear him, and 
that think upon his name; And they shall he 
mine, saith the Lord, in that day when T shall 
make up my jewels; and T will spare them as 4 
man spareth his own son that serveth him, 

Thus, prayer, in all its aspects, and in all its 
modifications, is peculiarly suited to man, and 
greatly cnnobling to his nature, Tt brings him 
into intercourse and fellowship with his Maker, 
and is the divinely appointed channel throngh 
which are conveyed to him all the blossings of 
grace and salvation. ILow culpable, how pitiable 
are those who neglect or dospise this holy ordi- 
nance ! how shall they eseape the damnation of 
God? The god of this world hath blinced their 
minds, that the light of the glorious gospel should 
not shine unto them, They put bitter for sweot, 
and Sweet for bitter ; and if they repent not, they 
shall ulterly perish in theiv own deceivings,  1fow 
perverse is their conduct? how hifatuated thoir 
heart? O how is it, Lhat tho poor and indigent 
have to be persuaded to put in thoir claim fur a 
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portion of the durable riches reserved i in heaven 
for thom that ask them ? low is it, that te geuilly 
and polluted need to he admonished 10 come to 
the fountain opened for sin and for uncluanness ¢ 
how is it, that the porishing need to be urged Lo Hee 
4o the Rock of ages for safely, and that the woak 
and miserable, journeying mournfully and alone 
through tho vale of tears, weary and heavy 
laden, and beaten by the ruthless blasts of adver- 
sity, require to he entrealed, almosé compelled, to 
yun for shelter to the Man who is a hiding place 
from the storm, and a covert from the tampest ? 
He, himself complains, Yo will got come unto me, 
that ye may have fifo. ‘The os Beoveuh lis owner, 
and the ass his master’s erih 5 bub Iaracl doth net 
know; my people doth nob consider, fear tis 
awful declaration to those who harden themselves 
against him, and who slight or scorn his yraciows 
invitations :~-“ Beenase Eenlled, aud ye refed + 





T stretched owt my lend, mul ne man regarded ; 
J also will laugh al your calamiby, and moek when 
your fear cometh as atdesolation, and your des 
truclion asa whirhvind, when di,tross and amigui-h 
comoth upon you. ‘Then shall they call upon me, 
bat T will not answer ; they shall week ame euly, 
Gut they shall not find ne,” 
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6 
REMEDINS AGAINST WANDERING Morals 
IN PRAYER, 


Ul we fecl our spirits apb to wander in our 
Prayers, and to rotire into the world, vr to things 
unprofitable or vain and impertinent :~ 

!—Use Prayer to be assisted in prayer, Pray 
for the Spirit of supplication, for a sohor, fixed, and 
ro-collected Spirit : and when to this you add moval 
industry to be steady in your thouglits, what- 
soever wanderings after this do return irvenediably 
ave a misery of nature and an imperfection, but no 
sin, while it is not cherished and indulged. ty 
private it is not ggpiss to allempt the enre hy re 
ducing your prayers into collects and short forms 
of prayer, making voluntary interruptions, ad 
beginning again, thal the want of Spiit and 
breath may be supplied by the short stages and 
periods 


2—When you have ohseryed any couniderable 
wandering of your thoughis bind yourself to re- 
peat that prayer again with acinal attention, or 
else revolye the full sense of it in your spirit: and 
yepeat it in all the effects and desires of it. 

8—If this be not acasanable or opportune or 
apt to any man’s ciretunstances, yel be sire with 
actual attention to say a hearty amen to the whole 
prayer, with one united desire, carnestly beguing 
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the graces mentioned in the prayer, for Uygut desire 
(loos the greal work of the prayer cad secutes 
the blessing. 

4—Avoid multiplicity of Iusiness of the world , 
and in those that avo mnaveidahle, Jabour far au 
ovenness and tranquillity of Spirit, that yor may 
bo untroubled and smooth in all the tempests of 
To incite you to the use of bhese or nny 





fortaine. 
other counsels you shall mech with, remember thet 


it is a areat indecency to desire of Cod to lear 
those prayers, a great part whereof we do nol hear 
ourselves, If they be nol worthy of our attention 
they we fac nore wiyvortly of Gods, 


Holy Lord, iy heart prepare 

Mor the solemn work of prayer; 
trant that when Thend the hiee 
All my thonehits nay Cam to Thee, 
And Thy presence may be foul 
Breathing peace anc joy aromid, 
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Lord, when Eapproach Phy throne 
Make Thy power and glory known, 
Thus may 1 he lauht to call 
Tumbly on the Lord ofall, 

And wilh reyeronee and fear 
At Thy footstuot to appear. 
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‘Teach me, as T breathe my woes 
On Thy promise 10 repose, 

All Thy tender love to trace 

Tn the Saviour’s work of grace, 
And with confidence depend 

On a gracious God and friend, 


SUNDAY MORNING. 


Another six day’s work is done 
Another Sabbath is begun ; 

Return, my Soul , enjoy thy 10st ; 
Improve the day thy God hath bless’d 


Come, bless the Lord, whose love agsiyns 
So sweet a rest to wearied minds, 
Provides an antepast of heaven, 
And gives this day the food of seven, 


Oh | that our thoughts and thanks may rise 
As grateful inconso to the slcies ; 

Aud draw from heaven that sweet repose 
Which none but ho that feels it, knows. 


Tn holy duties let the day 
Tn holy pleasures pass away ; 
How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend, 
Tn hopes of one that ne’er shall end. 


Q5 


SUNDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, T desire to approach thee this moving 
with praise and thankful voiee. This 1s the day 
which thou hast made: in ib | would rejoiee and 
be glad. Thy wisdom and goodness are ichly 
displayed in the arrangement whereby one day in 
seven is seb apart as a day of rest, and is conse 
crated to thy serviee—May To he enabled to call 
the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
honorable; and may 1 honor him not dome 
mine own ways, vor findmg mine own pleasures, 
nor speaking mince own words, on this haly day 
May my anciitations go forth thisday toa risen 
Redeemer [rejoice that au this day, be rose trom 
the dead, having fully aecomplished our salvation 
haying glorified thee, on eth, and having fnish- 
ed the work which thou pavest him todo, E bless 
thee that he submitted to the fill extant of the 
humiliation required of him, —that he pomred out 
his soul unto death, and permitted dis body ta dos 
laid in the wrave, Bab blessed be thy anue, thot 
didst nol leave his sout in hell, wor safer thine 
holy ove lo see conuptian 5 bat where the Che, 
the apponlod day, anriveds the Cuptain of ow 
salvation biust assunder the bands death; fot 
it was not possible Chat he could fe holden of 
them—ho Ginmmphed gloriously over death and 
the grave, an thorehy gave undoubted evidence 
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- that he¢vas the Son of God, and the Saviour ol the 


world. 
first fruits of thens that st 
soalso Ghent Uhl sloop 
with hin, 


diod and rose again, even 
in Jesus, shall God bring 
to take the comfort an 


) 


| 


hopo 3 audmay the ligh 
and the grave make then 
May | 

for the second coming of 


than of tesire. 


ay 


EL rejoive to believe that he rose as the 


cep; and that as Jesus 


Enable me 
support of this glorious 
which it sheds on death 
eos tho objests of droud 
wo looking and Jonging 
w Lord, when they that 


are in their graves shall lear bis voice, and st atl 


come forth: and when tho 
served him on earth shal 
childven, and shall ascenc 
heaven, aud be for ever 
feel the servives of this da 


glorious state when the 
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passed away, when all 
fhith shall he sight, wher 


tion, and when God shall 


enter into thy gatesand ec 
‘i ‘ 
thee } would go thither, WV 


in thine own ordinances, anc 


Meet wit! 


this aay assemble in thy ne 


and in’ trath. 


May they drink of the riy 


find thy food sweet to their 


he edified and built ap in 





10 have loved and 
be acknowledoed as his 
ther with hint into 
the Lord. May 1 
weparatory to that 
wmier Chings shall have 
tual, when 
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fous 


with 





y ts 


wll be spii 
Nope shall s 
be all in ad 
ris with joy 
y 1 enjoy l 
worship th 


ree to Cri 
—-1} would 


mu lo praise 





1 LY presence 


co te spirit 
who shall 


v thy people 





tne, and for thy servive, 


prs of thy pleasures, ant 








aslo, May thy satiuts 


thely most holy faith 
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and may many that avo far off he broughtuigh hy 
the blood of Christ, so that ib nity he said ot this 
man, and that man, that they were bern this cay 





in Zion, 

Give ernee {o thy ministovinu servauisy stronet le 
en them in body and in oamind for thy serview : 
and may they ‘speak from faith lo faith, and not 
preach themselves, Dut Christ desus the Lard, 
May the savour of Cliisis name be shed abromd, 
aud he as ointment ponred forth, Of pour out 
thy spirit abundantly this day upon all thy wor. 
Without his gracions influences, all dhe 





shippers, 
sorvices of (he sabbath and of the sanctuary will 
be cold, and Tifless, and improfitabte, OQ: send 
forth thy spirit inlo each of our hearts, to quicken 
—to onlighten—to comfort, May be take of the 
things of Christ aud shew them unto us: nay is 
power and grace be felt by all, aud may he convinces 
of sin, of righteousness, and of jucament. Give to 








each of thy people aecording to their eed. Bless 
Zions provision, satiety hor poor with bread clothe 
her priests withsalvation ~ let horeain’s stout alone 
for joy. Bless mo, even ne alsa, O biny Madhor: let 
me not feed on husks or perish for hanger when 
there is bread onough in thy house, and to spare, 
May Tthisday be hungering and thistiag attec 
righteousness, and may Tbe tilled as wilh marrow 
and fatness, and praise thee with dey hu lips, 


gs 

Keep“ny feet when | go into thy house and let 
me not offer the sacrifice of fools, Send forth thy 
light and thy Wath, let them lead and guide me, 
and bring me to thy holy hill, even where thy 
dwellings be. Aud when the public services are 
over, inay I not think tho sanctily of the sabbath 
asatanend; and may | not dare to engage in 
those employments or recreations that are huyful 
on other days-—Civo me, T pray theo, those enlarge. 
ed and serrptural views of the Sabbath, which will 
lead me to cénsider it nob merely as a day of 
relaxation from workdly toil aud which may be 
passed in indolence, or thoughtlessness, or vain 
amusements; but may T rather regard it as a pre- 
cious opportunity which thou affordest, moe of 
retiring fromthe world, and furthering the interests 
of my seul—May my thoughts and affections be 
basicd about spiritual things and my time oveupied 
with the private and seeret duties of religion-~ 
T again plead for thy guidaneo and blessing 
throughout this day. Koop my mind stiyed on 
thee, and on Divino things, And to thy ame by 





glory, world without end. Amon, 
SUNDAY FVENING 
My soul, what hast thou learnt this day ? 
Of Christ the life, the truth, the way, 
One Sabbath more thou hast enjoyed, 
How have thy thoughts thea been empl iyed / 
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What if this sabbath day should he 

Tho last that thou on carth must see ¢ 
Art thou prepared now to spend 

A Sabbath that shall never end ? 


Hast thou, by grace Divine inspired, 
Been with thy Saviours’ glory (rd ? 

Praying to walk while here with Gad, 
And then {o rise to his abode ? 


Hag faith been mixed with what thou'st heard 
Has grace applied the saving word ¢ 
Humbled thee ? pro’vd thee ¢ and made clear 

Thy death thro, sin? in Christ thy cure? 


Lord, I desire Thou thus would’st teach ; 
Tn ae the truths thy servants preach ; 
Give me their vital power to own 
And freely save me through thy son 


SUNDAY LVENING 
. 

Father of mercies, and Cod of all consolation, 
Tadao thee that in thy infinite goodness and 
compassion to fallon man, thou didsl) give up 
thine only and well holoyed Son to he deni, and 
that by thine Almighty power, thou didst rise 
hint up again, and give lam plory, Chat owe faith 
and hope might be in God, 1 bless thee tur Uhis 


e 
30 


day of fhino, which commomorates, and shall com. 
momorate to the end of timo, tho resurrection of! 
the Divine Redeemer. 1 would coutemplate this 
glorious event, as a proof of his divine mission 
—asa proof that he magnified the luv, and made 
jt honorable, and that tho futher was well plensed 
for his righteousness sake, Lhloss theo thi thoy 
hast now highly exalted him, and given hima 
name above overy vane, that at tho name of 
Jesus, every knee should bow, and overy tongue 
confess that he is Lord, T thank thea that T have 
been permitted to enjoy another day of the son of 
man upon oth T bless thee that TF have 
been in thy house, and lave heard once mare the 
glad tidings of salvation, Life and death the 
blessing and the curse, have this day boon set be- 
fure mo. = Omay it not be my eondomuation, 
that the light of the glorious Gospel has shined 
around me, bul I have loved darkness rather than 
light, becanse my deeds are evil, T desire, Lord, 
that I may not deceive, myvelf in a matter of 
everlasting importance, bul T think if 7 know any 
thing of my own heart T love the light, and FE de- 
sive to come to the light, that my deods may be 
mide manifest. T Jove the habitation of thy 
house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth, 
Behold the sparrow hath found a louse, and the 
swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her 
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young ; thine altars, my King and my*(od, for 
me, A day in thine house is better that a thos 
sand: I had rather bo a doorkewper in the house of 
my God, than dwell in the tents of wiekudness, 0 
may thine abundant blessings follow the words 
which have this day been spoken throughout (he 
churches; may thy word hiwe freo course aud be 
glorified; may it sink deep into the hearts of 
those who have heard it, and may its blessed ef- 
fects ba seon in their lives and conversation ; muy 
the cares and pleasures of the world not be per- 
mittel to grow up and choke tho word, that it 
basoms unfraitfal ; but, recsivest into a good soil, 
an] nourished by the influences of the Spirit, may 
it grow up ant being forth fruit in some fifty, 
in som> sixty, and in sume an hundred fold. 
Tesposially peay that thy word and ordinances 
may be profitable to me, 1am des than the 
Jeast of all saints; if tadeod T have any claim to 
nuabor myself among thy people Tam indeed 
thine by privilege, and by profossion ; but alas ! 
the wanderings of my desires and mloctions, 
lastify against me, TF too often go over to the 
side of the enemy, and feel as if T had my por- 
von in this present life, But, Lord, L know that 
if there is in me but-a spurk of the divine life, it 
must be of thy kindling and what lhou hast be- 
gun thou wilt assuredly perfect, O breathe upon 
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me by thy Holy spirit, ihat so, that spdtk, that 
sunall begining, may soon increase mito a holy 
flame, May the otdinances of thy grace, and the 
dispensations of thy providenee, all unite iu ade 
vancing the interests of my soul: and may he whe 
hag begun the good work wateh over il, carry ib 
on, and in due time perfect that which conecmoth 
me, Forgive [ pray thee, the sing of this Sabbath 
day, even my hest days and my best scrviees are 
defiled by sin, There is a huy in my inembers 
wairng against the law of my mid and bringing 
me into ceptivity to the law of sin, which i in ny 
members. Often when I would do good evil as pte- 
sent wilh mo, Do thou, O Lord, pardon the iniquity 
of my sin, Remember not ny trespasses Roainst 
me; when they are sought for, nay they not he 
found. Forgive tho earnuhty of my heart, the 
coldness of iny affections, and tho wanderings of 
my thoughts, Forgive any words whieh | may 
have spoken amiss, aud any deod J may have done 
meonsistently with the sanctity of this day, 1 
bless thee, that though | am required to regulate 
any heart and actions awoording bo Uhy perfect Lay, 








Tam not called to depend Upon My own Lghtoaus- 
ness, or holiness, for suyation. | hnow, and eon- 
fess, that this would he building on the sand, and 
when the tenpest of Divine wrath cene, and 
when the flood of Diving Justice passed over, all 


on 
ou 


e 
would be Uuown down, and swopl away  Telp 


ine to bul my hopes of salvation on Jesus 
Christ: and then they ean never be overturned or 
destroyed, for they shall he founded on n rock. 
To him as my only Saviour | look ; on his per- 
fectiightoousness alone would f depend for justifien- 
tion and acceptance: these are mine in the offer of 
the Gospel ; may they be mime by appropriating 
faith. I commend me to thee this evening + blens 
and keep me: confirm to we (hy gracious word 
which I lave this day heard, aid let me repare 
this night under the covert af thy wmegs Bless all 
my friends, and all in whom Tami interested, 
Bless tho whole family of mankind, especially such 
asaro of tho household of faith ; and to thy gient 
nune be glory and praise, both now and through 


eternity. Amon, 


MONDAY MORNING, 


Awake my soul, and with the sun 
Thy daily stage of duty run 

Shake off dull sloth, aul joytul rise 
To pay thy morning sacrifice, 


Thy precious time mispent, redeem ; 
Mach present day thy bist estecm ; 
Tniprove thy talent with due care, 
For the great day Uhyself prepare. 


Hb 


Let.all thy converse be sincere, 
Thy conseience as the uoontide clear 
Think how th’ all-sceing God thy ways 
And all thy se 





eb thoughts, SUT'VCYS, 


Glory to God who safe has kept 
Ani has refreshed me while F slept ; 
Grant Lord when T from death awake 
_T may of endless tife partake. 


Lord, I my vows to Thee renow, 
Scatter my sins as morning dew ; 
Guard any first springs of thonght aud will, 
And with thyself my spirit Gl 


Direct, control suggest this day, 
All T design, or do, or sty + 

That all my powers with all theiv might 
Tn thy sole glory may unite, 


Praise God, &ea, 


UMONDAY MORNING. 


O Lord, thou art God alone! Thou ari worthy 
to he feared and to he had in reverenes, of all Ghat 
would approach thee. I thank thea for preserving 
me through the past night, and for permitting me 
to sot the light of another day. I desire to feel 
my dependance on thee, for fife and all Us eajoy- 
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ments. Tt is im thee Tlive, and move, agit have 
my being.—H thou wert to withhold thy support 
fron me for a moment f would siuk ino nothing ; 
if thou wert to withdraw fram me, for an instant, 
thy kind protection, I should be ulterly destitute 
and iniserable, T acknowledge Urb all thy goodness 
is undeserved by ane. 1 aim mean aud worlhloxs 
as a creature, and guilty and polluted as a siuner. 
-—I am unworthy of thy regard ; 1 deserve thy 
wrath and curse But T bless thee that thon hast 
revealed thysclf to me, not only as a good anid 
condescending Creator, and, & kind and: liberal 
benefactor, but as a God reconciled, and ready to 






VIVES 


he gracious. T bless thee that there is fo 
with thee, and plenteous redemption ; that Uhre is 
a fountain opened for sin and for tneleanness 5 1 
thank thee that Christ Jesus became sin for us, 
though he knew no sin, thab we might bo made 
the righteousness of God iehin. Toyoutld Inuible 
myself before thee ay the vileséof sinners, Yet 
To woukl hepe in thy merey, and, by faith, depend 
on Christ alone for salvation, 

T pray for thy protection and guiduiee throush 
this day: direch me be all its duties  supporb me 





in all its tri: help me to took to thee, in all the 
difficttl ties 


and all sufficient belp. Po would ever remember that 
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and perplosities of this day, as my sure 
. . B 





thou God seest me, and loiowest me allogether, 
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and through this day may [he kept from sin and 
quickened in duty. Give me this day my daily 
bread, and all thase temporal pood things which 
are needful for my support and comfort ; but above 
all, deny mo not thy grace, And as Tam every 
day advancing toward the close of my cutthly 
pilgrimage, may I be making progress in holiness, 
and in te knowledge of my Lord and Sayiow 
Jesus Clnist, that so J amay be prepared to enter 
into thy heavenly kingdom and glory Grant, O 
Lord, that thy best blessings may descend on all 
who are dear to me ; may they all know thee, and 
Tosus Christ whom thon hast sent. May they be 
all inteested iv the great salvation ; and when 
Christ whe is ow hope shall appear, inay we all 
appear with him in glory. ‘To him be honor and 
praise, and dominion, now and for evermore. Amen 


MONDAY UVENING 
Great Sov'reign, let my evening song 
Like holy incense tire ; 
Assist the off’rings of my tongue 
To reach the lotty skies, 


Through all the dangers of the day 
Thy had wag eG iny goad 

And still to diive my wants away 
Thy mercy stood prepared. 
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Perpetual blessings from above 
Encompass me around ; 
But, ah ! how few returns of love 

Hath my Redcemor found ! 


What havo T done for him who died 
To save my sinful soul ? 

Alas ! my sins are multiplicd, 
Fast as cach minute rolls, 


Yet with this guilty heart of mine 
Lovd to thy cross T flee ; 

And yield it up with all ity powers 
‘To be renewed by thee. 


MONDAY EVENING. 


Thine is the day, O Lord, thine also is the 
night. Day unto day uticreth speech, and night, 
unto night sheweth knowledgo of thee. Teach me, 
I pray thee, to know and foar thee, and to com- 
mit my way to theo—I would cast myself on 
thy eare through this night. Thon canst prosorve 
me at all times: Thou slumberest not uor slecpost, 
and thy watchful eye is ever upon thy people, 
thine car is ever open to their ery—T thank thea 
for thy kindness to me this day, and for all the 
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moreieseT have reecived hom thee— Phy bountiful 
hand has supplied my wants: (hy powerful arn 
has presorved me from danger, and upheld ine ia 
life, Pardon L pray thee, for Chaisty sake, the 
sins L have this day committed agajnet dhee dn 
every thing 1 offend, and, if thon wert just te 
amark against me one of nv thonsand of my trans 
gessions J could not staud - Morgive my sias of 
omission and commission 5 forgive iny forpetful- 
ness of theo and my many wanderings from thee. 
Clense me fiom secret faults; doliver ime from 
the guilt of presumptuous sin, L conmond miysell 
{o thy care and keeping Cmough this night 1 
would lie down jn thy fear, may | awake in thy 
favour, O help me, when b fay myself down to 
sleep, to remember death, Unt sleep whieh must 
soon overiake me, and liom whieh L shall not 
awake till the morning of the resurrection, May 
Tbe interested in the death of Christ, who lath 
destroyed death, who hath deprived it of ts sting 
and hath brought life and kumortality to light hy 
the Gospel, To me to live may th he Christ, and 





to die gain, Give thine Angels charge over ine 
through the silont watches of (he night: are they 
not all ministering spirils, sent Corll Co minister 





to them who are heirs of salyation. TP would Tay 
me down in peace, and steep, for thou bord 
makent me to dwell in safely. . 
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Bless cach out of my frmily : make them all 
members of thy funily, and followers of those 
who through faith and patience, are now inherit- 
ing the promises, Surround our dwelling with 
thy Divine profection: Jet no i heal, ner 
plague come nigh ns. dTear, and answer, wud ve- 
cept, in Christ. Amon, 


TUBSDAY MORNING, 


My God was with me all this night, 
And gave mo sweet repos ; 

My God did watch c’en while T slept 
Or T had never rose, 


How many gron’d and wish’d for sleep 
Until they wish’d for day, 

Measuring slow hours with their quick pains 
While T securely lay ! 


What terrors have ( seaped (his night, 
Which have on othegs toll? 

My body inight have slept is last, 
My Soul have waka in Toll, 


Sweel rest has yained that strongth to me 
Which labor did devour ; 

My body was in weakness sown 
But it ts raised in power, 
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Lord, for the mercies of the night 
My grateful thanks J pay ; 
And unto Thee J dedicate 
The first fruits of the day, 


Lot this day praise hee, O my God! 
And so fet, all my days ; 

And oli {lot mine eternal day 
Be thine eternal praise. 


TUESDAY MORNING, 

Almighty God, who wast, and art, and art to 
come, Infinite, cteinal unehangenble Jehovah, 
How can J, who am but dust and ashes, approach 
thy throne! how can I take thy holy name intomy 
sinful and polluted lips | T thank theo that thou 
thyself hast revealedtlio way by which such a sins 
ner, as Tam, may como beforo thee, Josus Christ, 
thy son, is the way, and the truth and tho life; and 
ho man can como to the Fathor but by him. 
Blossed ho,thy namo for tho glorious plan of re- 
demption, Blessed he thy name that when man 
had ruined himself, in thoo was his help found; 
that whon ho had sinnod, and brought on himself 
thy jnst displeasure, and exposed himself to etor- 
nal condonynation, and whon there was no uyo to 
pity and no hand to help, thino own eyo pitied, 
and thine own arm brought salvation, and thow 


iy : 
didst say, in thine abundant merey “Deliver from 
going clown to the pit, for Thase found a ransom’ O 
io be interested in this great salyation! Send, Lord, 
thy holy spirit into my heart, lo apply to mo the 
redemption, which, in vitine adorablo wisdom and 
gooduess thou dost contrive, and whieh Christ 
has purchased by his precious blood. May the 
spinit diel! in me and tead and guide me into all 
the truth. May he take of the things of Christ, 
and shew them unto me; and may the Jife which 
Luow live in the flesh, be by the faith of the son 
of God who loved me and gave himself for me. 
T desire this day to lay hold on Christ and to say 
of the covenant of grace Lt is all my salvation 
and all my desire, Enable me this day to set 
thee continually before mo, and to regulate my 
conduct, throughout the day, aecording to thy 
word, May £ be watchful over the motions of my 
heart, May The teady lo every good work, as [ 
have opportumty and ability May love to God 
awl love to main, he my ghiding aud ruling prin- 
ciple; aud inay the peace of God whieh passoth all 
understanding, keep my howl and seul. Lord 
strougthen mo for the trials TF mey meet with this 
day. My Limes are wholly in thy hand. T desire 
to be casting all my cares upon thee, believing 
that thou cuest forme May all thy ways toward 
me be mercy aud peace, and may every dispensa- 
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tion of thy pravidence combine with (ho ordinanecs 
of thy grace, to make mo wiser and betler, more 
roady for death, and more fil for heaven, Be 
gracious to all whom T should romonther before 
thee, What J ask for myself, F would supplicate 
also for those that are dear to me, May we be 
all one in Christ, and joint heirs logether with 
him of the heavenly inherilance, Spread abroad 
through the whole world tho knowledge of Christ, 
and the loyo and practice of holiness, — Let the 
wickedness of the wicked come to au end, but ex 
tablish thou the just. f feave myself on (tes ¢ 
Look for thy guidance and protection, Jn all 
my ways I woukt acknowledge thee +O be pleas 
ed io diveel my steps ; and to thy name be glory 
through Christ, fur ever more, Amen. 


TUESDAY EVENING 
God of my life, with gratoful howt 
My evening song [raise | 
But oh! thy thousand, thotisand gilts 
Exeocd my Inghost praise, 


What shall E vender for ihe caro 
Which ine this day has kept; 

A thankful heart, though no return 
Thy grace will still accept, 
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The sins and follies, holy God, 
Which I this day have done 

T would confess with grief; and pray 
For pardon through thy son. 


Much of my preeious time I’ve lost, 
This sinful waste forgive ; 

By one day nearer death bo thee, 
Lord teach me now to live. 


TUESDAY NVENING 

T bless thy name, O Lord, for bringing me in 
peace and safely to tha close of another day, and 
for all the goodness thou hast this day made to pass 
hefore me. TLow innumerable ave thy benefits! Tf T 
should declare and speak of them, they are more 
than can be numbered 

My life is thy gift, my health and strength, 
my food and clothing, my friends, my habitation, 
are all ihy kind and undeserved gifis, But what 
are these, vuluable though they he, to those preci- 
ons spiti(nal privileges which T onjoy, and those 
heavenly Dlossings which are offered to my aceep- 
fanee! L possess thy Holy Word, which is able to 
make me wise wito salvation. T have the instruc 
tions of pious parents, and teachers, who watch for 
my soul, as those who must give account, I onjoy 
my sabbaths when J hear from the mouth of thy 
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minisicring servants the ¢ 
and Tecan come at all tim 
overy thing, by prayer anc 
yequests known unto Cod, 


that to whom much is given, oft 


he reqnired, and that if | 


vileges, ny guilt and condemna 


mereased. Tt shall be mo’ 
and Gomorrah,in the day 
those who have enjoyed th 
pised or misimproved if 
and the influences of thy 
by the distinguished yr 
Grant me thy [oly Spiri 
to give the Spirit to them 
promise | fulfil it in my 
said, and wilt thou not 
and wilt thou nob make i 
in my heat and lead a 
truth—may my ellowship 
with his son Jesus Chits¢ 
which Ihave this day com 
them out of thy book, @ 
execeding sinfulness of 1 


i 


a 





which neds nob to he rw 
to all my relatives and ti 
Christ and he found in is 


Uhatash in 


fad tunes of the gospel, 
ee to thy thione, and, tn 
I suppheation, make my 
Ohelp m 
| 


do vot im 


¢ t) remember 
rene muel shalt 
plove my pri- 
shall 
te tularahle for Sodom 


lou he 


of Jutgment, than for 
© Gospel, bat have dis. 


--Wilbou 
Spit, |} cannot prokit 





| thy hlessing 


Vileges that [ possess, 

Thou hast promised 
Gracious 
experience, hou hast 
lot? Chow hast spoken 
good ¢ May he awell 
nd guide ine into all the 
he with the Mather, and 


Lord pardon dhe sins 


- 
rifled against thee 5 blot 


"(he 


ny aid bhab repentance 


runt aight senso a 


pomted of Ree erneious 


ads; may they all know 





nis-inay such of them, 


as are strangers to thee and fat off by wicked works, 
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be brought near to thee by faith in Christ, be made 
to renounce the ways of sin, and to walk iu the 
ways of {Loliness, which are ploeasantness and peace. 
May those of them who know thee, and have 
chosen thee as the portion of their Souls, be 
made joylal in theo, and inerease in grace and in 
holiness, till they reach the measure of the sta+ 
ture of perfect mon in Christ. To thee this 
night, 1 commit the keeping of my bady, as to 
a faithful Creator ; into thy hands also I com- 
mend iy spirit. Give me the sleep of thy bo- 
loved ; and when T awake may I be still with thee. 
All that 1 ask is in the name of Jesus Chnist, my 
Lord and Saviour, Amen. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING 


Lord in the morning Thou shalt hear 
My voico asconding high ; 

To Thee will 1 direct my prayer 
To Theo Tift up mine eyo. 


Oft to Thy houso will L resort 
To taste thy mercies thero ; 

F will frequent thy holy court 
And worship in thy fear, 
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Oh fimay ‘Thy Spirit guide my foot 
Ta ways of righteousness, 
Make evory path of duty straight 
Aud plain before my free. 


The men that love and fear Thy naune 
Shall sve thoir hopes fulill’d 5 

The mighty God shall conrpass them 
With favour as a shield, 


WEDNESDAY MORNENG. 


O Lord thon arb the Croabor of tho onds of 
the cuth, thou faitest not, neither arb weary: 
there is no searching of thy understanding. Tow 
manifold are thy works in wisdom hast thou 
made thom all: the earth is full of thy riches, 
T bless thee for bringivg me into being and malsing 
me pariake so largely of thy goodness, 1 bless 
thee that thou hast endued me with reason and 
intelligence, whereby Tern trace al} my mercies 
up to thee, as the great Mart Cause > but above 
all T bless theo for that revelation in whieh thou 
art clearly set forth, net only asthe Gad of erea- 
fron and providence, but as the God of salvation 5 
may 1 le enabled to choose theo ay my God and 
Fathor in Christ; may J see more and more of (he 
beauty, and harmony, and efficrey of the great 
plan of redemption, by which thou art just, and 
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yet thé Justifier of him who belioveth in Jesus, 
May L sce its suitabloness to my eave, and seb tu 
ny seal that Gud is true ; and nay [be enabled 
on tus, and evory day, to live as one that is not 
his own, bul bought with « price ; and to adorn, 
in all thing, the dvetrine of God my Aayrour, 
Lord, J am wok, and ever ready to fuint in thy 
services, Lam foolish, and ever prono bo wander 
from the right way: O slir up thy strength and 
might, and come for my salvation! seud forth thy 
Vight and thy truth: lot them lead and guide mo. 
Proseive me tis day in thy few, keep me from 
heing tempted to sin, or support and deliver me 
when Timay be tempted ; leb me uot be overcome 
of evil, bub tet me overcome evil with good. 
Creato nme a clear heart; O Lord, renew in me 
aright spirit' Help me to look on all things 
hero below in the light of clernily, and to weigh 
all tno ploasures of time and sense, in Lhe balances 
of the sancturry, Uletp me to see that (he highest 
enjoyment whieh this world affords, and all ils 





enjoyments pal together, dre not worthy to be eon 
pared to the glory which shall he revealed, — Cive 
ine grave lo choose the better part whieh shall wot 
be taken away. Help mo this day to walk as 
beeometh one of thy childien ; keep me back from 
all presumptuous sins, let them not have dominion 
over me, help me to mortify and subdue my evil 
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passions aul dispositions, and to cultivate patience, 
meckness, charity: may those things he in me aad 
abound. T pray for all who follow Christ ; may the 
number of such be ineroased ; muy great grace he 
on all who love om Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
May the knowledge of the Lord cover tho earth, 
aud may the people who sit in darkness seo a 
great light. Bo with the poor and the afilicted of 
thy people; grant them support and coinfort, 
suited to thoir mind ; when troubles bound, may 
the consolation of the spirit much more abound : 
may they foel the loss of tomporal comfort, made 
up by more abundant communications of thy graco, 
When the streams of created happiness fail, nay 
they come and drink from the fountain of living 
waters.—And now, O Lord, what wait for: my 
hope is in thee ; for thy name's sake, lead and 
guide mo, feed me, and lift me up for ever, And 
to thy name be glory now, and for over, Amon, 


WENTESDAY EVENING, 


Saviour breathe an evening blessing 
Ere repose my spirit. seal: 
Sin and want I come confessing 
Thou canst sayo and thou canst heal. 
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Though the night be dark and dreary 
Darkness cannot hide from Thee ; 

Thou art He who, never weary 
Watchost where Thy people be. 


Should swift death this night o’ertuke me 
And my couch become my tomb ; 
May the morn in heaven awake me 
Clad in bright and deathless bloom. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING 

Glory be to thy name, O Lord, for thy care of 
me through this day, What am I, or whal is my 
Father's house that thou art thus mindful of me ! 
that thou thus loadest me with benefits, bearest with 
my provocations, and passest hy mine iniquitios 7 

O that thy gooduesy and long suffering might 
lead me to repentance. Lord, forgive, for Christ’s 
sike, the sins of this dey 5 against thee, thee only 
have F simed, and done evil in thy sight, yet thou 
Lord art good, nad ready do forcive, and pleuteaus 
smoerey toll Une call upon thee, On this word 
thou hast caused mo to hepe; hotd thou me up 
thal T may live, and never be ashamed of my 
hope Let me nol wander from thee, or go 
abou! to astablish a righteousness of my own, nob 
submitting myself to the righteousness of Christ ; 
for my righloousnesses are all as filthy rags, and 
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fat from being any ground ul a coplinen ly 
thy sight; the very best of them might be made 
the ground of my condemuation — Ulelp me, there- 
fore, to renounca wholly any Lope from myself 
for by the deeds of the law can no flesh living he 
justificd—and to put all my confidence on the 
finished work of Christ He hath wrought out 
and. brought in an everlasdie sightoonsiess, on 
the footing of which, all that believe shall be 
justified, accepted and saved. Tis a faithful pay. 
ing and worthy of all aceeptation, that Chris 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 6 
whom Jam a chick Leome unto thee this evening 
as to my Gad and Mathor te Christ, aud b wank 
rejoice tn the assuraies, bhat as atiatber prlicth bis 
children,so the Lord pitieth Chem that feu him, 
Kather, who art in heaven, J uced thy pity, Enea 
thy help, for Tam a poor, werk and wondering 





ehikl Look down an me in imevey.  Remenhor 
me with the love which thou bearest to thine own, 
and visti me with thy salvation--T conmencd 
myself to thee through ties night-—Lord into thy 
hands T commit my spirit, Another of my days 
on earth ts now fini bed 5 the nambered hour whieh 
shall lay me with the dead, is on the wing, and 
hastens toward mes to-morrow's sun may never 
lise on me, O may J he ready for inonel an hour 
as J think nob the son of man may eome May 
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The of” the happy namber who look for Christ, 
who Jove his appearing and who shall be raised 
up with him and made to sit together with him 
in heavenly places, Bless all uiy friends 5 my. 
parents,—-my brothors,—my s'stors and all whom | 
should bear on niy spiribat thy throne, May they 
bo al} interested iu the great salvation, and be 
followers of them, who, thro’faith and pationes, 
are now inheriting the promises. Tf} have one 
mics J would forgive them, and would pray that 
thoy may he the frieuds of Christ, aud lieirs of 
salvation. 

Grant mo refreshing sleep thro! this night that 
Toamay arise te the moriniug with renewed 
strength for thy servies, And all that Task is 
in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, my 
strength, and my Roteemer, Amen, 


TIFORSDAY MORNING 


My Cod how endless is thy love, 
Thy gifts are every morning now : 
And evening mercies font above 
Gently distil, like early dew, 


Thon spread 'st the gurtiains of the night, 
Creat guardian of my sleeping hours : 
Thy sovreign word restores the fight, 
Aud qnickens all my drowsy powers, 


62 


Perpetual blessings from thy hand, 
Demand perpetual songs af praise ; 
Help me to yield to (hy eoummand 
And in thy service speud my days, 


TVIURSDAY MORNING 


O Lord, thon art the first, and the last, the groat- 
est and the wisest of all beings—Thon madest, all 
things by thy power; and for thy pleasure all 
things are and were created.—Whon T look abroad 
on thy world, and see 50 many marks of thy power 
and greatness, and when [look up unto the hea- 
vens and behold thy glory shining forth in the sun, 
and moon, aud stars, which thou hast ordained, 1 
wonder that thou shouldgst remember man, that 
thou shouldest visit him every marting, and try 
him every evening —T desire to fool myself over 
in thy presenee—for that thy name is near, thy 
wondrous works declare, May I venerate thy 
great and dreadful name, because it is Holy, and 
when [discern thy love and kindness in tho objects 
around me, may L be “constrained to a willing 
obedience.—But blessed be thy name that tho dis. 
plays of thy glory aud goodness are not confined 
to the works of ereation, “ Tn these thon art but 
dimly seen, tho’ these declare thy goodness beyond 
thonght, and power divine.” Thou hast given us 
a more full and sure revelation of thyself, to which 
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we do well to take heed, as to a Helt shining in a 
dark place, ti the day dawn, and the day-star 
arise on our hearts. Blessed he thy name for the 
glorious Gospel which has brought life and im- 
mortality to light. May God who commanded 
the light 4o shine out of darkness, shine inte my 
heart, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of Ctod, in the face of Jesus, May I live a 
lifo of faith on the son of Gud, and walk in a 
course of new obedience, May the love of Christ 
constrain mo, because J thus judge, that if one 
died for all then were all dead ; and that he died, 
that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him which died for 
them, and roso again, | would this day conse- 
crate myself to thy service, and would bear about 
me the dying of tho Lord Jesus, that the life also 
of Jesus may be made manifest in ime, Be with 
me this day: guide me in all its duties ; direct 
me in all its difficultios, support me in all ils (rials, 
Help me to resist tempt racas, bo subdue corrup- 
tions, and to overcome vit habits and dispositions, 
—When at any timo { foul backward to duty, do 
thou inspire me with zeal aud diligeneo ; and when 
Tam cold and lifeless in thy service, O quicken me 
according to Uy word! Direet my meditations 
in solitude, May [ hale vain thoughts, but de- 
light to think on thee and spiritual things,—When 
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in company, set thou a -cvateh before my mouth, 
keep the door of my lips, lest I should sin against 
thee—May my words be always with grace, that 
they may minister goo to the hearers, and may 
all my actions be regulated by thy law.—May I 
do nothing of which my conscience disapproves 
nothing that will dishonour thee or bring reproach 
upon that Holy name by which T am ealled -~ 
but may my light so shine that others seeing my 
good works, may giorify my father who is in ‘hea- 
yon. Let thy blessing rest on my relatives and 
iriends. May they be all the friends and followers 
of Christ. May they go up through tho wilder- 
nossof this world, leaning on Christ as their beloved, 
and when they go hence, may they be received 
into those mansions which he is proparing for them 
that love him, and be for ever with the Lord, 
Tagain supplicate thy favor and protection through 
this day and resign myself to thy disposal. O 
Lord, hear: O Lord, answer, and accept, and bless, 


for Christ’s sake, Amon, 
¢ 


THURSDAY KVENING, 


Thus far the Lord has led me on 
Thus far his power prolongs my ditys ; 
And every evening shall make known 
Some fresh memorial of his grace. 


be 


Much of my time has run to waste, 
And T perhaps an near my hone : 
But he forgives my follies past, 

He gives me sirength for days to come 


T lay my body down to sleep 

Peace is the pillow for my head, 
While well-appointed Angels keep 
Their watchful stations round my bed 


Tu vain the sons of earth or hell 
Tell me a thousand frightful things ; 
My God in safety makes me dwell 


Beneath the shadow of his wings. 
e . 


‘trust in his name forbids my fear : 
O may thy presence ne‘cr depart, 

And in the morning make me hear 
The love and kinduess of thy heart 


has whea the pivht of death shall come 
My flesh shall rest beneath the ground ; 
- : 
And wait thy voice to burst my tomb 
With sweet salvietion in the sound. 
. THURSDAY BVENING, 
O Thou thal dwellest in the heavens, FE litt 
mine eyes to thee—1 bless theo for the ac seas 
which } have to thy throne at all times and in all 
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cireamstances—~I desire to como to thee this 
evening with reverence and godly fear aud with 
the confidence of a child toa father, May Tbe ona- 
bled to claim thee as my God and portion, and to 
say in the exercise of holy confidence : “ Whom 
have I in heaven but theo, and there is none in al) 
the earth whom I desire besides thee.” May 
the eternal God be my refuge, my shield and my 
exceoiling great reward, — Look down upon ine in 
marcy, for Christ’s sake, and pardon imine iniquities 
for they are very great, ‘Tho transgressions of 
this day do thou forgive, I have done many 
things which T ought sot to have done, and have 
omitted many duties which T onght to have per- 
formed ; and even my best actions have heen so. 
mixed with sin, that if thou wert to enter into 
judgment with me for them, they could turn to 
my condemnation, But blessed be thy name that 
thou art good and ready to forgive, and that thou 
dealest not with me according to my deserts. 
Thow hast said, “I will be morcifil to theiy wm- 
righteousness, and their sing, and their iniquitios, 
will I remember no more.” 0 gracious promise 
comfortable assurance! 1 would put thee in re- 
meibranee, I would plead with theo, I would de- 
clate the greatness of thy love and grace, thas T 
may he justified. Grant me this evening the sancti- 
fying influences of thy Spirit; may they be shed 
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forth on my heart abundantly ; and may the 
graces of the Spirit he implunted, and grow up _ 
and flourish there. May I experience the peace 
, which arisos from trusting in thee ; for thou art 
good to them that wait on thee, to the soul that 
seeketh thee and rich in mercy to all that call upon” 
thee. I bless thee, O Lord, for all the goodness 
aud mercy which have followed me this day, and 
all the past days of my life. I was early east upon 
thy care, and thou didsi supply my wants, ore I 
could express them.—Thou hast safely led me 
through innumerable, unforeseen aud unsuspected 
dangers and hast been a sbelter to me hy thy 
power—iny tofence and refugo in the day of 
trouble. This night T would raise mine Kbenezer, 
saying, “ hitherto hath the Lord helped me. ‘The 
Lord hath been mindful of me hitherto, and he 
will bless mie still.” I desire to be satisfied with 
‘all thy ways towards’ mo, with my outward con- 
dition, and with all the circumstances of my. lof, 
sarrauged hy thee, Thou 





remembering that all 
appointest the bounds ot ny hubilation, and givest 
me health or sickness, prosperity or adversity, as 
thou scest it best for me, 

Lord, do as thou hast ever done, Take mo into 
thy keeping ; do with me and for me acearding to 
thine infinite wisdom-—feed ame with food con- 
venient for me; but deny me not thy grace, Chide 
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me with thy counsel while E Jive, and adterwards 
receive me into glory. 

Preserve me through this night. [ would lay 
me down in peace, and sleep; for thou, Lord, 
makest me to dwell in safely. Be merciful to my 
friends and relatives, according to their diversiicd 
cireumstaiees and necessities, for those are all well 
kuown (a Chee, and thon ark able a xecomniudate 
thyself to them all. Gord, hear ary prayer, and 
when thou hearest, forgive, and anewer, for Chirist’s 
sike, uen, 


VRDAY MORNING 


Onee move, my Soul, Cie esing day 
Salutes tly waking eyes ; 
Ones mare, my voiee, thy tribute pay 
To him that rules the skies : 


"LT is he supports my mortal frame ; 
My tongue shall spealy his praise ; 
My sins would rouse his wrath lo thane, 
And yeé his wrath delays. 


A thousand wretched Souls are fled 
Since the last setting sun ; 

And yet thou longth’nest out my thread 
And yet my moments run, 
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Duar God fot all ny hots be thine 
Whilst TP uoy the light ; 
Then shall my sty in smiles decline 
Aud Jning « pleasant night. 


MIDDAY MORNING 


My Mather, who atin heaven, hallowed be thy 
nae, Thou at worthy of all praise and honor, tor 
thou art before all things, and by thee all thines 
constat Thou holdust my soul im life, and thy 
visitation presers oth my spirit. deserve to give 
thee thanks that thou hast pennittcd ine to sce the 
light of another diy, and hast raised me up in 
sae meeure of heath and strength  f would 





consider myscThas under renewed obligations to 
serve thee, and woukd resolve, hy thy grace, ro de 
yoke myself! to (hee thi, dk ay inmy body and my 
spiri, which are thine, Whether Peat or drink, 
or whatsoever Edo, may [do all to thy glory, 
When cneaged me rcfigions esereises, may L be 
fervent an spirits when empluyed in the oulinary 
thities of Tle, may Tbe sliligent sand) whatsoc ver 





my hand findeth todo aiuy Lado it wih my might, 
remembering (he shorts and uncerfainly of file, 
and thal there ts ae work, nor Wisdant, nor know- 
ledge, nar dovise,in theorme whither | hasten, May 
Tbe rational and moderute in ty recreations, anil 
abst in (hein from all appearance of evil, -May 
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T walk cireumspectly, lot foolishly, ea n wely, 
redouming the tmie, Heeatse the days are evil, T 
can lo nothing aright of anysell: my strength is 
weakness, my wisdont is folly; give me, Lord, thine 
agsisiauce ; | rejoice that thy grace is sufliciont 
for me and that thy streagth is made perfect in 
weakuess. Keep me thik day fem evil company, 
from all who would draw me aside into sin or fully. 
May [ know the bli ssedness of the mon who 
watketh nut m the counsel of the ungodly, ner 
standeth im the way of simmers, nor sillethe in the 
seat of the scornful; but whose deheht is in the 
law of the Lord, and who mediates on lis lew 
day and night May J see it to be iaivorthy of a 
rational and mortal being to be wholly taken ip 
with the things of lime and sense; may 1 often 
raise my thoughts to things that are spiritual and 
cternal—and while those who only in thin present 
life have their part and portion, may be saying, 
“who will shew us any goud,” may the language 
of my heart be, “ Lord, Tift upon mae the light of 
thy countenance,” May Fsoe God in escry thing 
around me, and ree np all events to his sovereign 
will and unerring wisdom; aad midst all tho 
Vieisstudes of time, and all the cares nid disquie- 
tudes of Tife may J trast in God, al ejay (hat 
perfect peace which those enjoy whose miud is 
stayed on him, Lord, help me to improve every day, 
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as if iv woro to be my last, and ever to remember 
that solemn account which I shall cre long be called 
to rouder to thee, May T not be thoughtless, or 
unconcerned, or unprepared ; but be as ono who 
looks for his Lord, as T know not in what hour the 
son of man,may come—may I bo always roady, 
having my loins girl, and my lamp burning.“ IIe 
that shall come, will come, and will ngt tarry.” 
and, whatever unbelievers may think or say, may 
Tbe enabled to exclaim, in tho language of faith 
and hope, and joyful anticipation, “ Tvon so come, 
Lord Jesus.” Bo gracious to my friends, and all 
with whom Lam connected, by whatever tio, Sup- 
ply all their wants out of thy fulness ; guide their 
feet in the ways of holiness, and bring them in due 
time into thy prosence, whoro there 1s joy, and to 
thy right hand, where there are pleasures for oyer- 
more, Hasten the timo when the Inowledge of 
the Lord shall cover the sarbh, as tho wators do 
the seas—when the people shall praise theo—and 
when, from tho rising of the sun to tho going down 
of tho same tho voico of salvation shall be heard, 
May salan’s kingdom be destroyed, and may thy 
will be dono on oarth, as it is done in heaven 3 for 
thine is the-kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
for ever, Amen 
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PRIDAY [Evintna. 


Lord, thou wilt hear me when I pray ; 
T am for ever thine ; 

1 fear bofore Unee all tho day 
Nor would T dare to sin. 


And while T rest my weary head 
Prot cares and business freo ; 

‘Tis sweet conversing on my hed 
With my own heart and thee 


I pay this evening sacrifice 
And whon my work is done ; 
Great Cod, my faith and hope relies 
Upon thy grace alone, 


Thus with my thoughts composed Lo peare 
PH give my oyes to sleep ; 

Thy hand in safety koops my days 
And will my shunbers keep. 


vRIDAY FvANING. 

O Lord thou hast searched me and known me--- 
thou knowest my sitting down and rining up-- 
thou compassest my path and ny lying down, and 
art acquainted with all my ways, ‘Tho darknoss hid- 
eth not from theo, bub with theo the night shineth 
as the day ; the darkness and the light are both 
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alike a thee, How can J, who am buta worm 
of tho dust, comprehend thino omniscienco, How 
ean 1 who am but of yesterday and know nothing, 
grasp the idea of thine al pervading presence ? 
But let me not, on this account, question the truth 
of what thon hast so clemly and fully revealed, 
Rather let a sense of my own weakness and in- 
capacily fill mo with humility ; and while I con- 
sider thy greatness, and glory, and incomprehen- 
sibility, may T bow before thee with wondor and 
adoration at thy condesconsion and graco, [ adore 
thee that though thou fillest heaven and carth and 
though thou art all and in all, yet thon dwellest 
with him that is humble, and of a contrite heart, 
to rovive the spirit of the humblo, aud tho heart 
of the contrite ones, 

May a sense of thy great goodness constrain 
me to constant and cheerful obedience, and jn every 
place, and in every engagement, may T have con- 
fidenca and comfort when ? reflect on the solomn 
truth that thon God seest me. T havo to acknow- 
ledge before thee this night many sins committed 
against thee through the past day. Sins past 
reckoning compass mo about ; thoy are more than 
the has that are upon my head. When I think of 
thoir number and ugeravation, and of m y uhler in-~ 
ability to deliver myself from the powor and guilt 
of sin, my heart fuiloth and 1 am ready Lo ery out, 
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“ Woo is me, for Lam undone.” Bulb when T ye. 
momber that I have ar adyecato wilh the Father, 
Jesus Christ, tho righteous, wid Uiat he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sin, | have confidence betore thee, 
and can dift up my head and rejoice that thou 
hast laid my help upon ono that is mighty, [ desire 
this night to lay hold on Christ as my Saviour, 
to embrace him in tho arms of my faith, and to 
say in humble confidenco and holy desire “This fs 
my beloved, and this is my friend; dts is the 
Lord, Thave waited for him Iwill be plad and 
rejoice in his salvation,” — Lurd, increase my faith, 
T believe, help thou mine unbelich —tnerease my 
love: Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou know- 
est that L love theo, yet nob as L ought, and not as 
T desio—Mako me to seo more of the beauty, 
and exeellency, and efficacy af the great plan of 
salvation —EHelp me to sce its suitableness to fallen 
man; and to foe! m my happy eaperionee its 
suitableness lo myself. | am a great sinner, but 
Christ is a grent Saviour; yer, le is able and 
willing lo pave all Uliut come unto God by hin— 
Tam willing to come to him, and to depond on 
him alone for salyation.—Ronouncing all self 
righteousness, all ideas of inhorent excellence, 1 
cling to him as my only hopo, my ouly saleby, the 
vock of my salvation, my shicld, my guide, and 
my portion—TI commend myself to thee through 
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ts night; guard me fiom all ovil, Bless abyn- 
dantly my comections mul frienils , may they en- 
joy thy favor, which is life, and thy loving kind- 
ness, Which i» bebler than life; and may grace, 
morey and peace, be mulliplicd to us all, for 
Christ's sake. Amen. 


SATURDAY MORNING 


O Lord, how many are my foes, 

In this weak state of flesh and blood ! 
My peace they daily discompose, 

But my defence and hope is God. 
Tired with the burdens of the day, 
Yo thee T raise an Rvening cry ; 
Thon heard’st when LE boyan to pray 
And thine almighty help was nigh, 


Supported by thine heavenly aid, 

T laid mo down and slept secine ; 

Not death should make my heart afraid, 
Though F should wake and rise no more. 
But God sustained me all the night ; 
Salvation doth te Gad belong : 

(Le raised ary head ta sce the light, 

And anake [his praise my morning song. 


SVEURDAY MORNING, 


© Lord thou ant gool to all, and thy tender 
mereies are oyer all bay works, "Thott ninkest thy 
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sun to vise on the evil and on the goods and 
sendest vain on the gust andon the unju tT aes 
knowledga this motning thy greal goodness to 
ae, who am less than the Jeat of all thy miereies, 
‘Thon hash presoryed me through the nights T 
laid me down and stept, | awalod for Chou didst 
sustain me, J would giatefully commemorate 
thy sparing mercy, When sunk in insensibuity, 
and unconscious of dangers that nught surround 
me, and when unable fo defend mysell trom thon, 
thou dulst shield ine from evil, and thon didst con. 
tinne within mo those operations of nature whieh 
are necessary to my existence Aud when nature 
was refreshed and strongthened with repose, hy 
thy power and goodness 1am enabled to open 
mine eyed on the hght of another day, uid to re- 
now the activities and enjoymonts of Tile, 

Tow precious are thy thoughts unio me | how 
great is the sum of them Fit T shoudl count thom 
they are more in number than tho sind, When T 
awake, Tam still with theo 1 dosive this morning 
to dedicalo my renovaled powers to hee: E would 
begin the day with God, amd would sob thee con- 
tinually before mo and bo in thy fou all tha day 








long. Uolp mv to walk this day by faith and not 
by sight, and to have such a view of elornal things 
habttually before me, ay will sustain and comfort 
me amid the afllictions of life, and will cles ate 
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my thoughts and affections above the passing 
vanities of this world, 

I would give myself this day lo Christ, and feel 
that he is entitled to my homage and my service, 
L would claim him as my portion, and lay hold 
on his obedience and sufferings as the ground of 
my hope and confidence. I would take up the 
language of appropriating faith and say Tam ern. 
cified with Chiist,—neverthloss, f live—yelnot J, 
but Christ liveth in mo—and the ite which I live 
in the flesh is by the faith of the son of God, who 
loved ime and gave himself for me.” May I ex- 
pertonce tho hlessedness of muon to Chrust. and, 
being justified hy faith, may T have peace with 
God, and sejoreo in the hope of the glory of God. 
Guide me this day im all my ways, protect me in 
dangors, direct mo in diftieulties, support. me in 
trials, and assist mo in dities Tam. insufficient 
of mysolf to think, or to will, or to do any thing 
aright as of myself: may my suflicieney be of 
God, umbte me on aceon of muy many wander- 
igs from thee in howl, and iv life, and help me 
to resolve in the strength of divine grace that as 
T have dono iniquily Twill do so no more Giye 
me grace to conduet myself at all times as in thy 
sight, anit as one who knows he is to give an ac- 
count of his stewardship, Help me to consider 
the shortness and uncertainty of life, and so to 
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anumber my days as fo apply ny heart ato wisdony, 
Hnable me thes day todo good to all, as have 
opportunity, esprdally to such as are of (he honse- 
hold of faith, May Lhe rendy to every goad 
work —ready lo distribute willing to ConmManteate, 
May L took upon myself as the steward of thy 
bounty, and feel the wants of the poor as Charing 
upon me to share with them a potion of thy 
liberality, Bless ll with whom | am connoeted 
by the ties of nature or of grace, May they all 
be thine m an everlasting covenant. — Bless those 
who are in culy life: may they remember their 
Croaton in the days of their youth, May those who 
are old be found in the way ot lighloausness, and 
when new the close of ther earthly pilgrimage, 
may they be cheered hy the hope of soon anivng 
at their heavenly home, — T eommend inysolf and 
all my intorosts to thee; never Jenye por forsako 
mo: accept of mo and my services, um, and through, 
Christ my Redeomor. Amen, 


S\PURDAY Eynxise 
Safely through another week, 
God has brousht ae on Iny Way , 
Let ime now a blessing scch, 
On Uv approrchg Sabbath day , 
Day of all the week the hest, 
Fmblew of Btermal rest 
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AMorcics multiplied cach hour 

Through the week my praise demantl : 
Guarded by Almighty power, 

Fed and guided by His hand, 
Though ungrateful 1 haye been 

Only made returns of sin. 


While L pray for pard’ning grace 

Through the dear Redeomers nanie 
Show thy reconciled face 

Shine away my sin and shame : 
From my worldly care set free 

May 1 rest this night with thee. 


When the morn shall bid mo rise, 
May I teel thy presence near : 
May thy glory mect my eyes 
Whon T in thy house appear : 
Thoro afford me Lord a taste 
Of iny everlasting foast, 
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May the Gospels joyful sound 
Conquer sinuers, comfort saints ; 

Make tho fruits of gtaco abound, 
Bring relict for all complaints : 

Such may all my Sabbaths prove 
Til L join the church above. 


0 
SAYURDSY TMVENING, 

O Lord thou art the sania yesterday to day and 
forever Thou only hast immortality, dwelling in 
the light which no man can approweh unto, T 
am afral and fading flesh, a wind hat passoth 
acon away, and rebinatle net apan. My habi- 
tation is in the dust—L am emushed baforo the 
math, and the place (hat now kiows ine shall 
soon hnow me no moro; bub thy namo shall en- 
dwwe for over, and thy memorial (o all gonorations, 
Assist mo while T essay to worship thoo: pour 
out upon mo the spirit of grace and supphention, 
Give me the sprit of adoption whecby L may 
ery, “Abba Father.” T would rendes unto thee 
this eveung the homage of a gratelul heart, 
would praise and thank thy name for the many 
mercies I have recived from theo Uvongh this 
week, which is now at aclose Bless tho Lord, 
O my soul !and all that is within mo bless Lis holy 
name Bless the Load, O my soul and forget not 
all his bonefits. Who filleth thy mouth with good 
things, and crowneth thee with loving hindnoss 
and tonder mercies, While | commemorate thy 
gootness 1 would remember my own unworthi- 
ness, and great forgebtulness tof thee, 1 contoss 
that often thon mt notin all my thoughts, ‘The 
God in whose hand my life i4, ant whose are all 
my, ways, whose arm upholds me, mi whose 
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bounty supplies my every want, T have not gloii- 
fied ay I ought O Toad I am ashamed, and 
plush to lift wp my face, when I think on the un- 
grateful, unworthy retin 1 have made to thee 
for thine unwearicd liberality, I have delighted 
in thy gills, and have been umindful of the 
giva. [havew oishipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator, who 1s God over all blessed 
for evormoe  T have been filled with the cares, 
concerned for the mterests, and captivaied by the 
ploasmes, of this ansttory world ; and have neg- 
Igcted ihe onc Une needful that good part which 
shall not be tiken away, O Loid 1 would return 
unto thee Luke the woary dove which went 
nithe: and thither whilo the flood of waters was 
upon the euth, and could find no rest for the soul 
of her foot till She returned wato the ark, J would 
feel that there is no rest for ne in Uns deceitful and 
tronblous wold, but in Jesas the ark of safely. 
O, shotch forth thy hind aud gracious hand, and 
ieceive thy retarming child; shat me in, and shel 
ier mo, ll f reach tHe peaceful shores of Im- 
manuol’s tand —T thank thee for the neat prospect 
at the Christian sabbath,  Mnable me to divest 
myself of worldly cares and anvictics, so that I may 
tainly enjoy ts spiniual services, May they he to 
me an eainest and a foretaste of the everlasting 
sabbath-—the blessed means of quickening my 
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desires alter fellowship with thee, and of prepar- 
ing me for the rest whieh remains for the people 
of God. ‘To thy ewe and keoping T commend 
myself, and all my friends, autl all my interest; 
this night, Proseryo mo in life and raise mo up 
“again, if it be thy will, in health and comfort + 
and to thy evor-blessed name be glory, through 
- Christ, now and for over, Amen. 


REVORE ‘TIE LORD'S SUPPER, 
To-day the Lord of hosts invites 
Unto a costly foast ; 
Oh what a ‘privilege is this 
To be my Saviour's guest ! 


Worldly distractions, stay lehind, 
Below the mount abide 


Be no disturbance to my mind 
Nor make my Saviour chide. 


While Thou dost at thy table sit 
‘Thy spirit sond from ¢icaven 

To breathe on me and summon forth 
. The graces thou hast given 


Awako, repentance, faith, and love, 
Awake, oh ! ev'ry prace 

Come, come; attend this glorious king 
And bring me near his face, 
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YRAYER BEVORE SACRA 





O most eravions and eternal Lord God who hast 
called all such as are weary and heavy laden to 
geome unto thee by faith art repentance and thou 
wilt yofresh them ; ia aflinnce on this thy gracious 
jnvitation, L will go to thy heayenly table, net 

» bub in thy 





trusting in my own righteousn 
manifold and great mereios 5 aud althoneh Tan 
nob worthy so much as to eather up the crumbs 
that fall from thy table, yet, since it is thy pro- 





porty always to have merey, Powill not despair of 


a kind reeopbtion 5 forgive my want of a die pre- 





puration, iid accept of iny sineere desire to prer- 


form an acvaptable service unto thee, Clothe me 





with the wedding garment even the wraces of the 
Gospel, ands then Fam sure T shall be a weleome 


guest ab thy table when dl shall come thither in 





the likeness of thy sen Jesus Christ in whom 
thou arb well pleased. P sy sonl with a lively 
faith, profound bimulity, fal obedience, inflamed 
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affection and taiversal charity ; that so I ay 





beeome av worthy partakor of these holy myst 
to my great and endless comfort-—Crant this 





heavenly Mather, if it be thy blessed will through 
Jesus Chr Amen, 
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HYMN 
AUTER TH LORD'S SEPP Rat 
The Lord boimy whoplowl"Palue dai 


Isracts shepherd | guide me, feed me, 
Through my pilgrimage below ¢ 
And beside the waters lent me, 
Wheve thy flock rejoicing po, 
Could T wander fear disdaining, 
Could P quit the sheltering fold ¢ 
Herdloss of thy gravo constrains, 
fe the strength of nature bold ¢ 


No! thy pardoning presence ever 
Meckly knecling TP tmplore ; 
T have found thee, and wonld veyed 
Never wander from thee mare 
O how sweel, how comfortable, 
In the wildemess tn see, 
Such provision, such a table, 
Spreaul for sinnews ; yos, for me 


There thy bounty still avtahiney, 
Bread and conseerated wine ; 
#recly all things else forsaking, 
T behold the Saviour mine . 
Jo that brnised body, broken — 
Tn the shedding of (haut blood ; 
What a gracions pledge, and token 


Lord ! we have for every good. 
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Come my soul: temptations flying, 
Aim thee for the strife within ; 
deous, thy Redcemer, dying, 
Stamps an infamy on sin; 
Yield my heart! no longer harden’d ; 
Rouse thy every latent power ; 
Ceanve} and wash'd, and freely pardon’, 


Cio in peace + and sin no more. 


THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER APTER THUG 
SACK AMEN E OF MLR LORD's BUPPER, 





JT desire with all my soul to adore and magni- 
fy thy hlessedt name, O Lord God, my heavenly 
Father, for alt the expressions of thy love and 
hounty, to mea poor mivorthy sinner, Partieu- 
uly for hy precious favours, and tha renewed 
plelges of thy love in Chaist Jesus, which T have 
received from thee this day; that thou hast ad- 
mitted me, not only into thy house, bub to thy 
table; and used me as thy friend, and the child 
of thy family ; even nig, who deserve to bo east 
onb as an enenry, cud to be abhorred hy thee as 
the o'scouring of all things. Oi owhatamanner of 
love is this, Ghat U should fare so well, who deserve 
sv ilbat thy hands tO that it should be so done 
ja wretchod siufubimen | ‘Phat the God so greatly 
offended by ws, should vob onty forgive us, but en- 
tertain aud feast us with all the good things, which 
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our blessed Saviour has mevilec 


us! Lord, whal is man, that 


Land prepaved for 
how art bo mindful 


of him, and the son of man that thou so. visitest 


him! And what am J, one 
most sinful of men, tht the g 
dishonowed by me, should ¢ 
gracionsly with me! O mak 
things that are freely given me 
how much T owe unto the Lord 
ness tomy soul O give men 
hle of thy merey, and stead: 
live to thy glory ; that T may 
ness for thy benefits, hy my ohe 
cepts, O keep me mindful of 4 
upon me: and help me to live, 
Redeemer now dwelling in me, 


of the vilest and 
reat Lord, so often 
eal so eseooding 
e ome to know the 
of Cod, and to see 
for all thy Mind- 
reatl deeply sensi- 
\ 
show my thankful 
lienee to 4 


stly purposing to 
‘ Vy pre- 
1 vows which are 


iy tving wy holy 





And as J have received Chris 


so enable me to walk in hime; bo wal 
worthy of the Lord unto all well-pleasin 


in love, as Christ hath loved us 


b Jesus the Lord, 


K  IMOTe 


3 towalk 


a 
Bh 


sand lo eo on in 


the strength of what f have received front thee, 


following after holiness, and 1 
fear, 

As T have cat and drunk the 
and wine, to the nourishimest 
my frail body ; so let the body 
my Saviour nourish and sustain 
unto life cternal. 


worfocting tb in thy 

bread 
nent of 
amd blood of God 


satcranronle 


aud refresha 





my immortil sonl 


aq 

And O that the saerifice of Christ Jesus (that 
sacrifice of hiiasell’ which he offered upon the 
eross, and which [ have this day been commenu- 
rating ab thy table) may atone for all the failings 
and defects of my preparations and performances! 
and that, upon the account of that grand propitia- 
tion for the sins of the whole world, Limay he 
spared, and accepted with thee my God. O 
grant it, | beseech thee, through him that loved 
us. and gaye himself for us, even the son of thy 
Jove, the great lover of owe sorts: for whom, and 
to whoww, willt thy eternal self and holy Spirit, be 
all thanks and praise, and honour and glory, as- 
oribed of ine, and of all thy church, new and for 
evermore, Anien, 





Cirrisruss Thy un, 


O Saviour | whom this joyful mora 
Gave lo our world below, 

To wand ring and fo danger born 
Yo weakness, toil and woo j— 


Tuearniute word, by ev'ry grief 
By each temptation tied ; 

Who liy’d to yick! our ills relief, 
And to Redeom us, died j~—- 
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Tf gaily cloth’d and richly fed, 
In dang’rous wealth [ dwell, 
Remind mo of thy mangor—bed, 
And lowly cottryo cell, 


But, if it he thy blessed will) 
In poverty 1 pine, 

Make me content, rememb'ring still 
A poorer lot was thine 


Through this world’s fickle various scene, 
From sin preserve me free ; 

Like me thou hast a mourner been, 
May I rejoice with thee. 


PRAYER FOR CILRISTWAS DAY, 


Blessing, and honowy, and glory, and power be 
to him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
lamb for ever and ever! O Lord Cod of ou 
salvation! thon hast remembered us in our low 
estate: thou hast raised up a great salvation and 
a mighty deliverance for us; thon hast seut thine 
only begotten Son to heal‘tho sinful, to help the 
nmuiserable, and to save tho lost. None but thy 
‘lessed self, O Lord, knoweth the greatness of 
that gift, which thou hast conferred upon us; (the 
greatest that thou couldest give, or man reecive—) 
zone can duly estimate thy merey in giving thine 
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only gov, to be our almighty Saviour, to deliver 
us rom tho misories of hell, and to exalt us to 
thrones of glory, O how wonderful have been 
the designs of thy love, and the counsels of thy 
wisdom! thal thou shouldest recover our lost 
souls and work for them a salvation so worthy of 
thyself} That he, who is thy fellow, should ho 
manifested in the flush, to destroy the works of 
the devil | and that the eternally beluved of thy 
soul should be mule the son of mun in order that 
we might be nivle the children of God! O what 
manner of love has the father bostowed upon us | 
how infinitely does it exceed all that we ean ever 
svy of it! O that all might praise thee, O Lord, 
for thy goodness, and for thy wonderful works 
unto tho children of men! O that we in parti- 
cular might reecive this great mystery of yodliness 
with the deepest reverence, and most lively grati- 
tule. Let our souls uvvgnify the Lord, and our 
spirits rejoice in Cod our Saviour! yea, for ever 
blessed be the Lord God of Isreal, that has 59 
visited aud redeomed his people, 

And now that thon7hast laid help upon one 
that is mighty, and foand a ransom for us, O help 
us blessed God, to entertain and welcome the joy- 
ful news ; that Joss Christ ts come into the world 
to save sinmmors, Vathor of mereies ! prepare our 
hearty to embrace that thino inestimable gitt, Let 
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lim who came info the world in the fuduess of 
lime, now come into our souls in the fitness of 
lis grvea, Let hint who was niracnlonsly formed 
in the virgin's womb, be spiritually forme? in our 
hewts, O thon grevt Lord and lover of souls ! 
remember us with the fuvour whieh thou bearest 
to thy povple; and visit us with the joy of thy 
salvation Oomaks the way of suvation plain 
before us, Vint we nay know where our help Ites, 
anlwivt we tanstda to be saved. And incline 
and quic’sea us, O Lord, bo comply with the ora. 
eious dositnsof thy morey, and to reeoiye with 
all thankfulness that erase of Chine which bringeth 
svation, O blese | Suiowr be thou an olfeetual 
Savivue wate us: sive ws from our sins, (hat thou 
miyesb abo swe ne from the wrath Co come, 
Radeuom us from all iniquiby, that thon miyest: 
tho redeon ts from everlasting misery, Thou 
eamest duwn to earth, to raise us up to heaven . 
thou tookest our nature, that we might pathake of 
thine: O leb ws then experionce the mighty power 
of thy grace ! Jet it heal our depraved nabures 
Jat it sanctify our-sinful souty, Jot it make us lovers 
and followers of thy holy ways ; and let (hose good 
things, whieh accompany salvation, he multipliod 
unto us execedingly through the knowledve of 
our incarnate Lord. Let the 





reat and wonder 
ful things which thou hast dono for is in revealing 
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thy salvation, and in opening a door of hope to 
us, dwell richly tn ow minds ; and Jet a sense of 
thine infinile Joviny—kindness ever consirain ws 
to love and serve thee with all our hieart, and 
mind, and soul, and strength + even se, O Cod and 
Father, for thy dear sou’s sake; to whom, logether 
with thyself and the holy ghost, three person's in 
one glorious Codhewl, be equal and everlasting 


glory. Amen, 
END OF THE Vith 


How many kindred sonts are fod 
To the vast regions of the dead, 
Since from this day the changins si 


Through his bist yearly course bas re 


T yet survive j—-but ean T say, 

That through this year, or month or day, 
Twill retain this vital breath 

This fi, ab lecst, ty leagne with dewth ? 


That bronth is thine, eternal god 5 

"Cis thine bo fix the®Souls, abode 3 
Th holds its life Crom thee alone, 

On earth, or in the worlds unknown, 


To thee my spirit 1 vesivn ; 
Make ib and own it still as thine 

Sv shall it rest scoure from fear, 
Though death should blight the rising year, 
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A PRAYER FOR THE LAST DAY OF TH YEAR 

O my Go L! infinite in goodness, and boundless 
in merey to all who love and obey thee; T lium. 
bly and heartily thank thee for the mercies of the 
past year—that thaw hast preserved me alive when 





so many lave fallen around me and that thou hast 
brought me in safety to ibs close 5 grant mo grace, 
T heseerh thee, to love thee with all my heart, 
with all my soul, and with all my strength, and for 
thy sake to love all men as myself’: give mea 
charitable opinion of them all, whether friends or 
enemies, suffer me nob rashly to judve or con- 
demn any person, of what state or condition so- 





ever; and if ihe my own lot lo be despised and 
refeoted by others, teach mo therewith fo be eons 
tent. 

Graut that Timay nover study {0 please men in 
any thing, 
pleasing thee; and that it may always be my 
chief and ouly desire, to promote thy thonor, aud 
to fulfil in all things thy most holy will 

Cive me grace, O heavenly fither, to be entitely 
sithinissive and contented ander all die afiltetions, 





whereby T may be in danger of dis- 


disappointments, and sufferings whieh itis) thy 
pleasure I should enduro, and whieh thy wisdom 
shall judge proper and usoful to advance me to- 
wards thee. And grant thet by every tribulation 
and adversity which may beful) me, whether di- 
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' rectly from thy hand, or from men, as thy instrit- 
ments, [may he weanoil from the world, and nore 
clomly united to thee. 

O heavenly Vather, 1 beseech thee, by the 
mnerits and death of thy Son, to give me grace, to 
have thee always before my eyes: and with a holy 
fear seriously lo consider the hour of my death, 
which is 60 uncertain ; the shoriness of my life, 
vf which, alas! | have so unprolitahly, for trilles, 
already losi so greab a part: the day of judgment 
which is so awful to the good, and terrible to the 
wirked |! mud upon the infinite and eternal punish- 
menls whieh sliul then he inflicted upon impeni- 
tent sinners, 


And finally grat, O infinite Bounty! that 1 
may never sce, or find peace or pleasure in any 
thing without thyself, and that thy will may be 
the vule of iny conduct and of all my actions in 
this world, and thou thysclf my eternal bliss and 
happiness in that which is to come. 


O most gracious Saviour, keep me trom pre- 
suiningy on thy own sufticieney ; from relying 
on my own aetions, and on my own conduct. 
Crank that Eo may not trust in any thing, but in 
thee alone, and in thy all-sufficient merits, that all 
my hope and all iny confidence may be in them ; 
yet so as neyer to make me neglect any oppor- 


M4 


unity of performing that which thy grace uth 
énabled me to do, 

Fill my heart, O dle sel Jesus! with a lively 
sense of thy divine love 5 and deliver me from all 
the inelinations of impure aud deeeit(ul selltoye, 
Raise my desires, enlighten mine eyes, and touch 
my soul, in orders give me the true knowledge and 
sow of thy love, ef thy inereies, of thy wisdou, 
and of thy power. as alo, of my own nothing- 
ness; of my darkness and unfailhfulness 5 of my 
folly and wiekoduess ; of my misery, and of my 
weakness 

O deare-t Re teciuer, grant tmay never tose the 
memory of thy passion and death, hub nny have 
always recor cto thy tae Hibs and sufforines, av fo 
naiasmured rele, uibasa blessed means off recon 
ciliation to my oliaded Gol, and that | may look 
on thy wounds as an effect! vamedy to cure all 
the defiloments and corruptions of my sinful na- 
lure, 

O Prince of Love ! [jl me so with thy divine 
love, that for the srke thorcof all toil and travail, 
all dangers and dificultics may be sweot nnd easy 
tome; and that in compuison of thy sacred love, 
T may Jook npon all the creatures, all their com- 
forts, all them joys, aud all their recreations, ab 
mean aud contemptible : that if at any time thy 
infinite wisdom shall think fil to withdraw them 
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from me, I may feol as great cheerfulness in sub 
mitting to the-want of them, as I have sometimes 
found roluctaney to be deprived of them, Amen, 


NEW YEARS DAY. 


Remark my soul, the narrow bounds 
Of the revolving year ; 

How swift the weeks complete their rounds ; 
How short the months appear. 


 fusl eternity comes on, 
And that important day, 

When all that mortal hand has done 
God's judgment shall survey. 


Waken, O God ! my trifling heart, 
Tts great concern to see ; 

Thy spirit to my soul impart, 
To give myself to thee. 


So shall their cour o moro fraitful roll 
If futnre yerrs arise i 

Or thie shall bear my happy soul 
To joy that never dios. 


A PRAYER FOR NEW YDARS DAY 
Lord thou hast boon our dwelling place in all 
generations, Before the mountams were brought 
forth, or over thou Ladst formed the earth and the 
i 
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world ; even from everlasting to everlasting thou 
art God. A thousand years in thy sight are but 
as yesterday, when it iy past, or ag a watch in the 
night, 1b is impossible for me to contemplate 
thy greainess, and glory, aud eternal duration, 
without being filled with wonder, and reverenco, 
and dcop humility 1 desire to feel grateful to 
thee for bringing me into existence, and fur bestow. 
ing upon me powers capable, 11 some measure, of 
understanding and knowing thee, But, who can 
by searching find out God ¢ who ean tind out the 
Almighty to perfection? Itty higher than heaven 
what can we do? deeper than hell, what can 
we know? the measime thereof is longer than 
the earth, and broader than the sow! Lord, shine 
into my heat, illuminate aime wnderstanding, 
and givo me that hnowledge of thyself which is 
necessary to regulate my faith and practice, May 
that knowledge be ever progressive tl T reach 
that more exalted state of existence which thou 





hast taught me to hope for, whare LT shall know 
even as Tam known, L bless thee that thou hast 
hronght me Ums far on my journey through life, 
and that hou hast permuted me to see the com. 
mencement of anobher year Much of thy good 
ness and mercy hast thou made to pass before me 
during the year that has now closed ; but alaa ! T 
have to confess great unthankfuluess, and great 
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forgetfulness, of the hand thai has led ine, and 
fed me, and crowned me with loving—kindness 
and tender mercies, Many great and gracious pri- 
wileges lave I enjoyed, and inany opportunities 
of improvement and uscfulness have | possessed, 
put, alas! I have to lament my gicat unfinitful 
ness, 

Well mayest thou in thy just displeasure pro- 
noice the sentence of concemuation— Cut it 
down, why ewnbereth ib the ground.” Bub I be- 
seech thee, spare me this year also. and deal with 
me yob again by thy word and providence, and 
water mo with the mfluences of thy spifit; perad- 
venture f may yel bring forth fruit, even the fiuits 
of holiness, which are lo the praise of the glory of 
God, Let me this day consid my ways, and 
turn unto the Lord, bom whom J have turned 
aside, like a deceitful bow ; and, while many inay 
be spending this day in vanity and sin, in nowy 
pleasure and though less mirth, may it be my 
business lo commune with my own heart, to exa- 
mine my ways, to meditate on all thy doings to 
me through the past year, and to consider atten- 
tively the operation of thy hand. O help me 
solemuly ty consider the rapid progress of lime, 
any days are swifter than a post, they flee away 1 
spend my years asa tale that is told. Tam tni- 
ried maeeasingly and imperceptibly along the stage 
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of life. he days of infancy and childhood haye 
passed like a dream: youth is hastening away 
soon ; if life is prolonged, I shall reach naburity 
and soon the strength of manhood must yield te 
the infirmities of age, and the mortal frame sink 
into decay, ‘Then shall the dust return to the 
arth as ib was, and the spirit shall go to God who 
gave it. Lord, thou makest my days an hand- 
breadth: mino age is as nothing before thee, 
Surely every man walketh in a vain shew, they 
vex themsalves in vain; they heap up riches, and 
know not who shall gathor them, Lord, teach me 
to know mine end, and the measure of my days, 
what it is, that I may know how frail [ am; and 
give me grace 50 to numbor them, a3 lo apply iny 
heart to wisdom, Give me grace so to estimate 
time, and time's things, thet I may give whem 
that place in my thoughts and affections, and only 
that which they deserve. Enable me to be get. 
ting my affections on things above, whore Christ 
is ; and to be carrying oul my views, habitually, to 
that eventful crisis, when tho visiblo heavens shall 
pass away with a great noiso—when the olements 
shall mell with fervent heab and when the earth 
also, and the things that avo therein shall be burnt 
up. Blessed be thy name, that wo, according to 
thy promise, louk for a new heavon, and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness, May T be 
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excited by this blessed prospect to activity and 
perseverance in the path of duiv, remembering, 
that without holiness no man shall see the Lord. 
May I cleanse myself from all filthiness of the flesh 
and of the spirit, and perfect holiness in the fear 
of God. Ba with mo O Lord, through this year, 
on which L lave now entered ; prepare me for all 
the events of thy provideace which are before me, 
in the come of it Strengthen me for its trials 
and difficulties, and give me wisiom to direct in 
the performance of its duties, I know not what a 
day or what an hour may bing forth, much less 
can J foresee the varied scenes through which 
may pass ore this yon shall close, But one day 
ie with the Lord as a thousaul years, and a thou- 
sand years as one day, and all things are naked 
and open Lo thy sight. Tt may be that, in thy 
sovereign wisdom thon hast decreed that this 
year [shall die. Jf bbe so, O Lord, grant me 
grace to propare tor my groat change: grant me 
submission to thy will: and as 7 know ncithor the 
day nor the hour in which the Son of Man 
may come, nny T be always ready, and having 
my loins girt, and my lamp buming, may 1 bo as 
one that waits for his Lord. Bless all my friends 
and relative: ; may we begin this ycar with God, 
and in all our imtercourse throughout it, may we 
maintain that harmony and love by which all men 
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may know that we are the disciples of Christ— 
Now unto the King oternal, immortal, invisible, 
the only wise God, be honor and glory, for over 
and ever, Amon, 


aoon FRIDAY, 


“ Stricken, smitien, and nfficted,” 
See him dying on the treo ! 
‘Tis tho Christ hy man rejected ! 
Yes, my soul, ‘tis Wo 1 ’ts Efe! 
Mark the saciifice appointed ! 
. See who bears the awful Toad ' 
"Tis the Word, the Lord's Anointed, 
Son of man and son of Clad, 


Here we haye a fin foundation : 
Here's the refuge of the lost: 
Christ’s the rock of our salvation : 
His the name of which we boast : 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 
Sacrifice to cancel gyilt, 
None shall ever be confounded 
Who on thee their hope haye pit 


A PRAYER For vOOD TRIDSY, 
O God, the Father of mercios, ant of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, thaough whom cvery merey is 
youchsafed and derived unto as; thou didst 


of 


ereate us after thine own blessed image, in a holy 
and happy state: but we have defaced the work 
of thy hands, and have brought ourselves into a 
state of alienation from thee, and of enmity against 
thee. Yet thon hast not dealt with us as enemies, 
or loft us in Lhe sad ruins of onr fall; but hast 
pitied us when lying m our blood, and hast bid us 
live, Thou hast oven given thine only begotten 
Son to dic for us, to save us from thal everlasting 
death, which iy the due wages of our sins. Him, 
Q most holy Lord God; thou sparedst not, that 
thou mighlest spare us, and make us eternal mo- 
numents of thy suvmy merey, O what amazing 
unspeakable love is this, that even, when enemies, 
we shonld bo reconciled to Cod by tho death of his 
Son ! But O f the cursed nature of sin, that needed 
such an alonen ent; and the inexorable jnstiee of 
my God, that required it ; and the incomprehen- 
sible leve of my Saviour, who offered 1b upon the 
cross! O that we could bear these things always 
in romembrance | thagé ave could bale sin with a 
perfect hatred {that we could stand iv awe of our 
God, and fear to offend hin Cand that we eould 
love that adurable Saviour who bought ns at the 
inestimable price of lis own blood ! Most blesred 
God, we desire to blos4 aul magnify (hy name for 
revealing to us Ubis stupendous mystery. By it 
we abide ; and upon it we depend for the pardon 
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of our sins, and for our whole accoplance with 
thee, both here and for ever, «We believe, O Ged, 
that thy dear Son has fully discharged our debt ; 
and that notlung at all remains to be paid by 
them, for whom thou art pleased to aceept his in§- 
nite satisfaction, And scoing that there is balm 
in Gilead, and a physician that is able to heal us, 
Q let not our souls be unhealed : let not the 
great things which our Lord Redcomer hath done 
and endured for perishing sinners, be lost unto us: 
but let the samo be mercifully acvopted upon our 
aveount, as the payment of our debt. © let not the 
blood of Jesus Christ (a. fo us) be shed in vain ; 
but let it purge and purify us from all our sing, and 
make our poace with thes, against whom we hayo 
wressod ler us he healed by his 





so grontly was 
stripes, and find his death unto us a savour of life, 

Though we ave Sinful aul unclean, yeb what 
pollution and defilement exmot this fountain, 
opened for sin and unclemmiess, wash and cleanse 
us from! Having therefoye such an ll-sufficient 
Saviour to repair to, let us not be frithtess, but 
believing, that Christ is oar Lord and our God, 
who loved and redeemed us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood. — O that we may know 
him, and the fellowship of his suflurings, aud bo 
rendered conformable to his death | Let the erass of 
Christ be the means of crucifying the world unto 
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us, anfl us unto the world. Pardon, O good Lord, 
all our forgetfulness of thee : and make us to 
know more of the love wherewith thou hast loved 
us; and touch our hearts with such a powerful 
sense of thy love, that we may make better re- 
turns of love to thee, who hast done such great 
things for our souls, Tuet us never foryet or slight 
such wnparalleled kindness, but be constrained by 
it to live unto him who died for us, and rose again. 
O that the life which we now live, may be hy the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved us, and gave 
himself for us! Let us more and more-abound in 
thy love. Blessed Lord ! let the serving and enjoy- 
ing of thee be ever preferred above our chief joy. 
And let nothing in the world ever be so dear to us 
as the name of ow adorable Emmanuel, who has 
given the‘ highost demonstration of love that evor 
could be given to our perishing souls. And for 
what thou hast done for us, be all possible glory 
and honor and praise ascribed unto thee, O most 
blessed’ Saviour and Redeemer, by all the [srael of 
God, both now and evermore, Amen 

ASTER, 
Tho happy morn is come ; 

Trinmphant o’or the gravo, 
The Saviour leaves the bomb 
Omnipotent to save ; 

Captivity is captive led, 
For Jesus liveth, that was dead. 
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Who now aceuses them 
For whom their surely ied ? 
Who now shall those condemn 
Whom Gord hath justified ¢ 
Captivity 18 eaptive led 
Vor Jesus liveth that way dead, 


Christ hath the ransom paid 
The Glorious work is done ; 
On bim our help is laid 
By him our viet’'ry won, 
Captivity is captive led. 
For Jesus liveth, that was dead. 


PRAYER FOR RASTER SUNDAY, 


Blessed be the Cod, and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, according bo his abundant merey, 
has begotten us again to a lively hope, by the 
resurrection of Jesus Chiist from the dead, — Bless. 
ed be he, who liveth aud wes dead; and behold, 
ho is alive for evermore ; Amen; and has the koys 
of death and of heth ‘Phe Lord liveth, and bless 
ed be our rock, and det the Cod of our salvation 
he exalted, He hath borne our eriefs, and carried 
our sorrows, aad ies wrought eterunl redemption 
for us: with his own right hand and holy arm 
hath ho gotten himself the victory ; having loos 
ed the pains of death; bezause it was impossible 
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he should be holden of it. Adored be that glo- 
rious Sun of Righteousness who is risen with 
healing in bis wings: and hath shewed, that he is 
ablo to save himsclf; aud to save to the uttor- 
most all that come unto God through him. Our 
eyes are unto thee, O Lord, our life, ow strength, 
and ourredeemer, who hast all power in heaven and 
in carth ; to whom nothing is impossible or diffi- 
cult; who quickenest the dead even souls dead in 
sin ns well as bodies dead in the grave and hast life 
in thyself to give it to whomsoever thou wilt, O 
that we may know thee and the power of thy resur- 
rection | Let us find it effcetual to raise us ont of 
the grave of our corrruptions to newness and 
holiness of life; that, having part in the first re- 
surrection, we may never be subjected to the 
secoml dowth. Speak death to our sins, O Lord that 
our souls may live, and for ever bless thy name. 
Thou, O Christ, art our life; and in thee is all 
fulness of whalever we want: O give us the life 
which thou camest to impart: and det us have it 
more abundantly, Pet ous have such life from 
thee, as may enable us bo tive wnlo thee, and that 
entirely mul cheerfully, even as long as we have 
any [fe and being. Amen. 
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ASCENSION, 


Rejoice | the Lord is King ! 
Your Lord and King adore ; 
Mortals, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore ; 
Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice | 
Rejoice !—agnin I say, rejoice | 


Jesus the Sayiour reigns, 
Tho God of truth and love ; 
When he had purged our stains, 
He took his seat above : 
Lift up your hearts, lift up your voice ! 
Rejoice !—again I say, rejoice | 


His kingdom cannot fail, 
He rules o’er carth and heaven ; 
The keys of death and hell 
Are to onr Jesus given ; 
Lift wp your hearts, lift’ wp your voice ! 
Rejoice !— again T say, rejoice | 
PRAYER AND PRAISE ON ‘TIE OCCASION UF OUR 
BLESSED SAVIOUR'S ASCENSION, 





‘Thou art the King of glory, O Christ; thou 
hast aseended on high, and led captivity itself 
captive; dragging aller thy trimuphant chariot 
Thou art exalted far 


thy vanquished enemies, 
en- 


above all principalities and powers, sud 
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throned in the highest glory in thy kingdom, 
whore saints and angels, even all the host of hea- 
ven, admire and adore thee. Be thou exalted, 
Lord, and reign in the greatness of thy power and 
Majesty, until thow hast brought all enemies into 
subjection under thy fect. But, Lord, remember 
us, now thou arb in thy, kingdom, O regard the 
supplications, and relieve the neces of thy 
poor servants here below. Save, Lord, and let the 
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King of Heaven hear us when we call, And O 
that we may feel the powerful attraction of thy 
grace to draw up ow minds and desires from the 
perishable enjoyments of this world, to those nu- 
vlasting glories above, where 








spoakable and eve 
thon sibtest at the right hand of God. O let us 
lay up our treasure, aud have our conversation, . 
with thee in heaven 5 and so love thine appearing, 
as to be ever looking tor, and hasting to the com 
ing of that blessed day, when we shall be dissoly- 
edand be with Cheist ; that whon Christ, who is 
our fife, shall appew, wo also may appear with 
him in glory. nable us now to aseend and 
dwolt with thee in the constant exercise of futh 
and love ; that, in the Jast day, we may personally 
ascend in soul and body, to be for ever with the 
Lord ; there, together with thy whole triumphant 
church, to see and admire, to love and bless, to 
praise and glorify thee, O blessed God our Savi- 
[ 
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ou, world without ond, Amen. 


VYMN POR A TINTMAY 
The day of birth, my soul, improve, 
And praise thy heavenly Fathor’s love ; 
To me, by nature born in sin, 
How full of Grace my God has heen ! 


Though called to walk the narrow way, 
My way-ward heart oft goos astray ; 
And pride, sel/-will, and wibelicl, 

Keop mo from Christ, my true relief 
Th’ accopted time, the day of Grace, 
And for repentance yet the space 

Ts still prolonged ;—Thy help afford 
And draw my heart lo Thee, my Lord. 


Thy spirit to my soul dapark 

Make eloar my new birth to my heart 
Fiom sin a Soonr be to me, 

My righteousn », my glory be 

Q Christ, my Maviour and amy ud, 
Thou did.t enduro sins dicadfal load, 
The law far me ‘Thon didst fulfil 

And while in The, Tin righteous still 
fhng tetane in ths name rejoive 

And praise thoe with any beat and sob 
Awd do Thee glad, leave Ue cae 

OF this and every cuining year 
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PRAYER VOR A BIRTUDAY. 

© Lord thon ark the former’ of my body, and 
the father of my spirit: T will praise thee ;— for 
Jam fearfully and wonderfy made—narvellous 
ave thy works—aud that my soul knoweth right 
well: my substance was not hid from thee, when 
Twas made in secret, and curion ly wrought in the 
lowest parts of the earth Thine eyes did behold 
my substance yet being imperfect, and in thy book 
all my members were written, which in continv- 
ance wore fashioned, when as yet there was none 
of them Thou didst breathe into my nostrils 
the breath of life, and T becwme a living soul. 
T thank thee that thou hast raised mo in the scale 
of existence above tha boasts that perish, that 
thou hast given me a rational and iminortal na- 
ture, and (that thou hast inspired ine with a hope 
full of immortality, 

{ bless theo that T was born in a land of gos 
pol light, and liberty, and that evon from my 
youth, O Lord, by thee I have heen taught 
How great has been thy goodness toward ime! 
Tow wonderful thy Joying-kuuness! On this 
morning, which again ushers in the day on which 
J entered into life, LE would approiwh thee with 
praise and thauksyiving ; [would celebrate thy 
tendor-moereies, and would not forget all thy bene- 
fits, Karly was Feast upon thy caro, ana hitherta 
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thou hast sustained mo Thou didst safely lead me 
through tho dangers of infiney and childhood— 
thou hast supplicd my every want—thou hast 
shielded me from danger, aud from death-—and 
hast daily loaded mo with benefits. Thou hast 
also afforded mo all that is needfal for the life of 
my soul: thou hast given me line upon line, pro- 
cept upon precopt, there a little, and here a little, 
Thou hast presented mo with tho bread of fife, 
which cometh down from heaven for my spiritual 
nowishiment, and hast set open to me the wells 
of salyation for ny refreshment, as I pass through 
this dey and parched land. 

But, whilst thy goodness and liberality 40 me 
have heen thus great and unwearicd, I acknow- 
ledge, with shame and confusion of fice, that 1 
haye too often walked contrary to thee and have 
made thee a most ungrateful and unworthy return 
for all thy kindnoss. I havo tuned to thee the 
back, and not the face, I havo committed two 
great ovils, I have forsaken theo the fountain of 
living waters, and havo howed oul to myself os 
terns, broken cisterns, which can hold no water. 
It is of the Lord’s moreios thal L am not con- 
sumed, and beeauso his compassions fail not. 
Thou mightest justly havo left me to wander on 
in the ways of sin, and lo experience etornully 
that it is an evil and a biller thing, to depart fron 
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the living God. But T bless thee that thou hast 
not yet loft me to reap the fruit of my own dvings, 
or stffored the hand of justice to fall upon me. 
I bless thee that I am still in the land of the living 
and in the place of hope, and that thou art still ad- 
dressing me in the strains of inerey. “To-day if 
ye will hoar my voice, harden not your heart.” 
O may I listen to thine entreating voico, and in 
this the day of my merciful visitation, may I lay 
to heart the things which belong to my peace, ere 
they bo hid from mine oyes. May I hear thy 
voico in providence addressing me this day, and as 
T havo entered upon another year of my life, may 
Tbe concerned to know whether or not T have 
been born again, or what progress 1 have made 
in the new life. May this be as the beginning of 
days to me, and may T resolve to give myself 
anew lo Cod—to submit myself to his authority—. 
to follow where he leads, and to be willing to do 
and suffer whatever ho is pleased to appoint, 

O give mo, 1 pray thee, the spirit of all grace 
to confirm me in what is good ; to support, and 
comfort and stablish and settle mo.  O satistly 
mo early with thy merey, that I may rejoice and 
bo glad all my days My time is hasling on ; and 
goon the place that now knows me shall know me 
no more, Soon doath shall overtake me. I shall 
lic down in the grave, and the clods of the valley 
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shall cover,mo, But T would believe that thon 
canst redeem me from the power of the graye, and 
T would comfort myself with the hope which thy 
word has givenloall who trust in Jesus, that though 
the earthly house of this taberunclo be dissolved, 
we havo a building of God, an house not mado with 
hands, eternal in the heavens, 

May this glorious prospect animate mo jn duty, 
and sustain me in trial, aud enc mrage me to hold 
on my way rejoicing. Aud do thou, O.God of my 
life, and source of all my happiness, guide me with 
thy counsel while T live, and afterwards receive 
mo to glory, And all that Task, and hope to 
obtain, is, in the name, and for tho sale, of my 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amon, 


BIRTTIDAY RUPLNCTION, 


What | passed tho boundry, of another yeur, 
Unmix’d with sorrows, and vmmoved with four [ 
Uuth death as yet withhold his solemn doo, 
Nor lodged this body in thu vaullet lonth ? 
Avound, whilst thousiids have Peon ayvopt away, 
And tholr frail forms lean mingted with the olay. 
While infant youth aud tho-s of riper nyo, 

Stand rogister'd upon the fimoal p use 

On overy side whilst friends and noighbours fall 
And hasten at tho king of terrors eal, 

Tavo 1, in morey and in grace, been spared, 

My frame noi injured, nor my health impair'd t 
"Dis evon so: to-day tima’s rapid flight, 

Upon my birth revolves its annual light : 
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his day, my natal day | in health I stand, 
Kept and supported by a mighty hand [ 

Oh ft then, my soul, reflect wpon the past, 
Consider well wherein thy lot is cast ; 

Call homo thy thoughts, thy words, and works survey, 
Sean ov'ry action of euch wasted day. 

When version bids thee, with her wise behest, 
To scralinize the motions of thy breast, 

Turn not away—obey hor call through choice, 
And own that reason’s call is wisdom’s voice ; 

Bo these the words, the tests, by which to prove 
Jf God regards thee as a child of love 

JIas the past year on oxch succecding day 
Beheld me walking in Go's righteous way ? 

Has every foible and Lesotting sin 

Suffor'd a holy violence within ? 

My heart distempor’d, and my thoughts impuro, 
Havo I appliod to these the only cuio ? 

Wor sin and for nnecleanness, Jeauis' blood 

Pour'd freoly forth, and atream'd a sacred flood ; 
Bohold yon fountain spring ! there stands engraved, 
“ Puro is the man that in this fount hes laved {" 
Am I thus blest @~oh, have I traly been 
Seoking this fountain, that Limay be clean ! 

Oft 09 the morning usher'd in cach day, 

Stave I bean led bulmoe my Cod to pray ? 

Oft os the evoning shades inYito Lo resh, 

Hay deop dovotion kindtod in ny breast ¢ 

My will controll’, py passions ail subdued, 
Have pure and hallow'd thonghts ny mind intbued ¢ 
Wheno'er by doubtful scutiments perploxed, 

My darksome mind Ixy discompo sed and yoxed, 
SIave I thon open'd God's revealed word, 

And to thoxo oraclon of truth roferred 7 

A aecrod lamp | which ever burning bright, 


Tou 


Despolleth darkneas, and diffuseth light ! 

Pause, O my soul this day whieh gave thee birth, 
And rank’d thea asa tenant ef the eth 

Pause and enquire, herein is conscience clear ? 
Has this rule sway'd theo, throngh the by gone year 
Conseionce upbraids, sore troubled ia the heart, 
That long has acted a neglected part, 

O God t forgive w sinners blind careor, 

Giant him honeeforth a propor, couse to steer 
'Tonch hin thy ways, thy heav'nly wort to read, 
Aud on the * living bread ” of heav'n to feed, 
May he bo warn'd, whilst grace and ineacy want, 
Honeoforth to see his lost and guilty state. 

Thus, whon the herald of the grave shall come, 
To call somo neighbour to hia latest home 

May thy unworthy sorvant feel tliat there 

is ond must bo—consider—and prey. | 


Come, Toly spiril, come 
With energy divine 

And on this poor benighicd soul 
With beams of mercy shine 


From the celestial hills 
Lite, light, aud joy déspense ; 
And may I daily, hourly fool 
Thy quickening influence , + 


Melt, molt this frozen heart ; 
This stubborn will subdue 

Each evil passion over come 
And form me all anew 
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Mine will the profit be, 

But thine shall be the praise , 
And unto Thee I will devote 

‘The remnant of my days. 


ATRAYER FOR TILE HOLY Spire 


Father of mercies, from whom cometh down vvery 
good and perfect gift, pour out upon me, T pray 
thee, abundantly of thy holy Spirit. May his 
gracious influences be shed abroad in my heart, 
and may the blessed fruits which are produced by 
him, appear in my life and conversation, I adore 
thy name that thou hast not only given to us the 
unspeakably precious gift of thine only begotten 
Sou, for the accomplishment of our redemption, 
hut that thou also bestowest on us thy holy Spirit, 
to apply to us this redemption, and to Work in us 
both to will and to do of thy good pleasure. O let 
me nob resist this heavenly monitor, or oppose his 
benign influcenees hy my obstinacy and rebeltion, 





Let mo not grieve,*cither by my feelings ar 
conduel, this holy Spirit, by which Lam sealed to 
the day of redemption, May T rather invite, by 
my fear of offending thee, and by my tenderness 
of wall, his presence in my hear. May 1 cher 
ish his sanctifying, enlightening, and comforting 
operation, and have habitual communion with him, 
that so T may not fulfil the lusts of the flesh, but 
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make continual progress in holiness, aud in every 
grace adding to my faith, virbue, and knowledge, 
and demperauce, and patience, and godliness, ant 
brotherly kindness, and cluwity. May the Spirit 
tead ant guide me into all the tenth May ho 
tuke of the things that are Christ’s, and slew 
thom mito me, May he convineo me of sin, of 
rightooumess, and of judgment—of my own in- 
nate depravily, aud opposition to the Gavicar— 
of the righteousness of Chiist as the only ground 
of my accoptance—anl of (he awlul judgment 
whieh awaits me if 1 continue impenitent, and do 
not submit mysclf to this righteousness, 


O Lord, T know that} shall be unilone without 
thy Spirit, and that a’ that Christ bas done and 
suffered shall be of no avail to me without his divine 
aye.ey IT know that all the means of inyprove- 
ment which L enjoy, cither by the ordinances of 
thy grace, or by the disy eusations of thy provi- 
dence, shall be utterly unproittable withont his 
gracious operations ; for og the Lind of thy people 
shall come np-briers and thoras till the Spinil be 
porred from on high, 


J desi 
ledge, and to be fruitful be every ood worl, 1 de 








ve, O Lord, to grow in grace, and in know- 








to be more aud more meetened for clernal glory, 
but all my desires and all my endeavours will be 
vain without the aid of thy Spirit, Give tae, T pray. 
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thee, this great gif. ‘Thou hast promised the 
Spirit to them that ask him, and, therefore, with 
boldness and confidence T ask and look up to thee 
and expect the ful(lmont of my request, I bless 
thee that my kind and compassionate Redeemer, 
when about to leave the scene of his obedience 
and, sufferings, and to be received into glory, 
soothed his sorrowing disciples with the promise 
of another Comforter, “ It is expedient, for you that. 
T go away, for if T go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you, but if T depart T will send him 
unty you. The Comforter, which is the Hely Ghost, 
whom the Father will send you in my name, he 
shall teach you all things, and Irving all things to 
your romembrance, whatsoever T haye said unto 
you, Te vhall abide with you for ever,” [ would 
dwell with delioht on these gracious words, and 
would feel them as addressed to myself, T rejoice 
that Sesus, tay Saviowy, is the sane yesterday, to- 
day, and tor ever ~and thet, though now ascended 
up on high, his regards aye nob withdrawn from his 
people, but that he is still touched wtih the fool- 
ing uf there infirmities, there suforings, and their 
sorrows and thot by the indwelling of his Spirit 
he comforls and supports them, ag they pass, 
through this laud of misery. Lot this Comforter, 
T beseech theo, for Christ's sake, abide with me, 
Jot hima abide with me forever, May he enlighten 
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rine eyes in the knowledgo of the trdith and 
bring me to tha cross of Chvist, aud thus deliver 
me from the burden of sin, May he sanctify 
my heart, spiritualize my mind and affections, 
and enlarge and elevate my conceptions of diving 
things—-May ho be my guide and counsellor unto 
death—by his abundant consolations, may he 
support and comfort me, even when I pags oye 
Jordan: and may this good Spirit lead mo to the 
land of uprightness—Now to the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, be glory, both now and forever 
Amen, 


Ewpticd of earth I fain would be, 
OF sin of self of all but thee ; 
Reserved for Christ that bled and died , 
Swrendered to be Crucified, 


Sequenter’d from the noise and str fo, 
The lust, the ponrp, and pride of life , 
° 
Prepared for heaven, my noblest caro, 
And have my conversation there. 


Nothing save Jesus would I know! 
My fiiond, and my companion thou ; 
Lord, take my heart; assert thy right, 
And put all rivals there fo flight 
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Hach idbt tread beneath thy feet, 
And to thyself the conquest got ; 
Let sin no more oppose my Lord, 
Slain by the Spirit's two-edged sword. 


Constrain my soul thy sway to own, 

Self will self righteousness dethrone ; 
Jet Dagon fall before thy faco, 

The ark remaining in its place. 


Detach, from sublunary joys, 

One that would only hear thy voice,— 
Thy beauty see, thy grace admire, 

Nor glow but with celestial fire, 


Large communion let mo prove 

With thee, blest objet of my love , 
But ol! for this no power have I, 

My strength is at thy fect to Lie. 


A PRAYER FOR GRACH TO RESIGN AND Givi UP 
OURSELVES 10 Gop 


O imy groat and glorious maker and Redeemor, 
my continual Pr szrver, my only Lord and Owner ! 
Thine Lam ev ay way by all che ties of dluty and 
tov. Tam uot at my own disposal ; for thou 
hast formed n.. for thyself; and dearly ransomed 
me, after [ had destroyed and sold inyself, T haye 
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been solomnly devoted to thee, and have vowed ty 
renounce all tempters that would rival my blessed 
Lord ; and obediently to serve thee, my God, and 
to walk in thy holy ways, all the days of my life, 
Nor is this a matter of duty only and obligation, 
but it is my honour and interest, my highest 
perfection, and my greatest bliss, But with con- 
fusion and remorse I must acknowledge, O Lord, 
that I havo snerilogiously alienated mysolf from 
thee, and most fooltshly and wickedly forsaken 
thee, to serve othor lords; yoa, to be under the 
power and sorvitnde of my own vain humours 
and sinful passions ; not -concerned so much to 
honour thee, as to pleaso myself; as if T were 
altogether my own, and had no Lord over 
me. O my God ! forgive and mortify in me, this 
wicked and pernicious selfishness: and let me no 
longer unjustly withhold myself from thee ; nor 
madly expose myself to ruin, by living in the 
world without thee ; nor vainly hope to unite the in- 
consistent services of God and mammon : but make 
me so mindful both of my duty and happiness, as 
willingly and cheerfully to devoto myself to. the 
blessed Author of my boing : that so T may both 
answor the end for which T was mado, and also 
attain tho happiness whereof T am eapable, 
Seeing that all who are far from thee shall perish, 
ax branches cut from the living root that feeds 
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them ; and that I have no sufficiency in myself 
but derive all my good from union with my God ; 
J am convinced, O Lord, that I ought to yield 
up myself to thee, by my own free choice and 
voluntary act. O bring me to this surrender of 
myself to thee ; and make me faithful and hearty 
in it. 

My Lord; break all the ties that detain me 
from thee ; and take me for thine own: yea keep 
and continue me in thy fear and love, to my life's 
end, And upon my mind and memory, upon my 
will and affections, upon my heart and conscience, 
write, Holiness to the Lord: and every way make 
me willing to be wholly thine, Let thy will ever 
be a law to me in all things: and melt down this 
stubborn will into a ready compliance with thy 
holy pleasure, O let me love what thou lovest, 
‘and hate what thou hatest. Let my soul ond 
body, and all the faculties and powers of both, be 
under thy control, and be employed to thy glory, 
Let all that Iam, and all that 1 have, be thine ; 
aot in pretonce only, bat in deed and in trth, 
And nover lot. me think it hard to renounce all for 
thee, wha art infinitely better to me than ten 
thousand worlds. 

O help me so sincerely to deny myself; that I 
may own no guide and ruler, but my great Lord 
and Proprietor ; that my eyes may be ever towards 
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thee, and my whole dependence upon theo: and 
that in all things thou mayest aver be regarded, 
and profered, and glorified by me through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


REPENTANCE 


From my own works at last I cease, 

For God alone can give me peace ; 
Fruitless my toil, and vain my care, 

Of my own strength I must despair. 


Lord, I despair myself to hoal 
Tace my sins, but cannot feel 
True sorrow, till thy spirit show 
My unbelief, the source of woe. 


Tis thine alone to chango the heart ; 
Thou only cans’t good gifts impart ; 
I therefore will my heart resign 
To thee ; oh cleanse, and seal it thine! 


With humble faith on thee I call, 

My light, my Lilo, my Lord, my All; 
T wait the moving of the pool ; 

I wait the word that speaks me whole. 


Speak gracious Lord, my sickness cure, 
Make my infected nature puro ; 

Peace, righteousness, and joy inpart, 
And give Thyself unto my heart, 
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A PRAYER YOR REPENTANCE AND NEW 
OBEDIENCE. 

O Lord, I am by naturo dead in trespasses and 
sins. Iwas born in sin, and in iniquity was I 
brought forth ; I have gone astray from thee, from 
the womb speaking lie, In my earliest days I 
shewed opposition to thee, and rebellion against 
thee, and did evil things ag T could and still there 
is in mea root of bitterness—an evil heart of un- 
belief, which is continually departing from thee 
the living God, My sins aro also highly aggra- 
vated by being committed amid the clearest light, 
often in opposition to the dictates of my con- 
science, and in despite of the warnings and expos- 
tulations of thy word, and of thy ministering ser- 
vants, Behold I am vile, O Lord, what shall t 
answer theo. ° T will lay my hand on my mouth, 
and my mouth in the dust, and cry ont, Unclean, 
unclean! I abhor myself, and repent in dnst and 
ashes, Lord may thy Spirit work in me that 
godly sorrow for sin, which arises not merely from 
a dread of the punishment which my sins deserve, 
but from a deep concern at having by my sins 
dishonoured and offended thee, and cansed thee to 
hide thy fico from me—May my sorrow nob be 
that of the world, which workcth death but may 
it he that which worketh repentance unto salvation 
not to be repented of, May I see sin to be, ex- 
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eveding sinful, and may I hate it and forsake it, 
I would rejoice in tho porsunsion that a broken 
spirit is to thee a ploasing snorifico, that a broken® 
and a contrite heart thou will not despise, I bless 
thee for tho assuranco which thou hast given mo, 
that if I confess my sins, thou art faithful and 
just to forgive me my sins, and to cloanso me from 
all unrightcousness, Lord I have sinnod, and 
sinned grievously, and it is because thou art slow 
to angor, and plenteous in morcy, that I have not 
long ere now been consigned to that place where 
thou wilt be favourable no moro, and where thou 
hast forever ceased to be gracious, O may thy 
long-suffering and goodness lead mo to deep and 
abiding repentanze !—May the past timo of my 
life be more than sufficient to havo wrought the will 
of the flesh, and henceforth may I walk with God 
in the spirit, and not fulfil tho lust of the flesh 
May I put off the old man with his deeds, and 
put on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteousnoss and druc holiness While I trust 
to the righteousnoss of Christ, as my only hope 
for eternity, I would remomber that I must bo a 
worker together with him ; that if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature, for as tho body with- 
out the spirit is doad, so faith without works fs 
dead also Enable me therefore to consecrate 
inyself to God, as one that is alive from the dead 


aud my membors as instruments of righteousness 
anto God. Subdue the opposition and alienation 
of my heart, aud give me grace to appear decided-' 
ly for thee, in the midst of prevailing indifference 
to spiritual things, and of abounding iniquity —' 
May T adorn in all things the doctrine of God my 
Saviour, and thus prove myself to be in reality’ 
what I profess to be, a disciple of the Lord Jesus. 
O quicken me in thy way! Iwill run the way of 
thy commandments, when thou hast enlarged my 
heart, O that I might live before thee—that 1 
might walk with thee, and have this testimony that 
1 please God. 


“ Hold up my goings: Lord, mo guide 
Tn those thy paths divino ; 

So that my footsteps may not stide 
Out of those ways of thine.” 


May my whole lifo be an oxpression of grati- 
tudo and obedionce.—May I hate every false and 
wicked way and, follow after righteousness, godli- 
ness, faith, love, pationce, mockness,—May I be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.—May this new life be ad- 
vanced by all that passes over me in providence 
and by the ordinances of thy grace which I en- 
joy.—May it be perfected ot death, and when 
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Chr'st who is our life shall appear, may I also ap- 
pear with him in glory.—May I be found at last 
of the blessed number who keep his command- 
menis, and have a right to the tree of life and 
enter in by the gates into tho city. I desire to look 
for this glory and blessedness through the merits 
of Christ alone, and for his sake do thou hear and 
answer my petitions, Amen, 


FOR QUICKENING GRACE, 


T thirst ; but not as once I did, 

The vain delights of carth to share :-— 
Thy wounds, Emmanuel, all forbid 
That J should seck my pleasures there. 


Jt was the sight of thy dear cross 

First wean‘d my soul {rom earthly things, 
And taught me to esteem as dross 

The mirth of fools and pomp of kings. 


1 want that grace that springs from Thee 
That quickens all things where it flows 
And makes a wretched thorn, like me, 
Bloom as the myrtle or tho roso | 


For sure, of all the plants that share 
The notice of my Fathers eyo, 

None proves less grateful to Lis caro, 
Or yields Him meanor fruit, than [ 
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A PRAYER POR QUICKENING GRACE 

T acknowledge and bewail before thee O thou 
living and all-seeing God, my sinful dulness, and 
backwardness io the duties of thy holy service, 
when I should delight in the law of God ; and 
serve thea with gladness and make it my meat 
and drink to do the will of my heavenly Father. 
O how cold and listless am I in the performance 
of that which is best for me, and which most near- 
ly and eternally concorns me ; I am alive to the 
world and, very apt to be transported with the 
objects of sense ; but O how heavy and dead in 
those offices of attendance on my Lord, which are 
the joy and glory of all the hosts of heaven! My 
soul cleaveth to the dust; quicken me O Lord, 
according to thy word ; according to thy precept, 
which commands us to be spiritually minded, and 
to be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. And 
quicken me, O my God, according to the word of 
thy promise, that sin shall not have dominion 
over thy sorvants ; ant that thou wilt perfect 
that which concorneth them. Dear Lord ; be thou 
pleased to perfect that which concerns my soul. 
And engage the love of my heart to thy service. 
Let it be my delight to do thy will, O God: and 
with an enlarged heart to run the way of thy com- 
mands, O help me to put forth myself with vigour 
and activity in thy holy ways ; and to apply my- 
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self to the performance of thy blessed will, not 
only becouse I must but because it is the desire of 
my soul, and the joy of my heart, to he so engag- 
ed: let nothing in the world give me so much plea- 
sure and satisfaction as to approve my heart unto 
thee my God, and to have all my works accep- 
table in thy sight, through Jesus Christ my enly 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen, 


Alas what dangers hourly riso, 
What snares beset my way ; 

To heaven, O Lord, I lift mine eyes ; 
To thee for succour pray. 


By thee I stand ; in thee I live ; 
Do thou my weakness aid ; 

Help me to watch, and pray and strive, 
Though trembling and afraid, 


When strong temptations lure my heart, 
And draw my steps aside ; 

My God, thy powerful aid impart,—~ 
My guardian, and my guide ! 


Oh keep me in thy hoav’nly way, 
And bid the tempter fico ; 

And let me never never—stray 
From happiness and thee, 
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A PRAYER FOR THE DIVINE ASSISTANCE, 

O Lord God Almighty, who givest power to the 
faint, and increasest strength to them that have no 
might | without thee I can do nothing; I am un- 
able even to will or think any thing that is good, 
or to keep myself from any thing that is evil : 
but my help is in the name of the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth, Thou, O my God, art 
able to keep me from falling, and to make me 
perfect in every good work, and to work in mo 
that which is well-pleasing in thy sight through 
Christ Jesus, And thou hast encouraged me to 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that I may 
obtain mercy, and find, grace to help mo in time 
of need. Lord of all power and grace! I come 
trusting in thine almighty strength, thine infinite 
goodnoss, and thy gracious promises ; I come to 
ask of thoo whatsoever is wanting in myself ; and 
to obtain grace suffisient for me. Let thy good 
Spirit help my infirmities, and strengthen me with 
might in the inner man: that so I may bo strong 
in tho Lord, and in the power of his might; and 
do all things as I ought, through Christ strength- 
ening me, 

O thou that bast shewn thyself graciously on 
my behalf, and hast brought me hitherto, I be- 
seech thee, cast me not off, nor abandon me to my- 
self who am a reed shaken with the wind, a leaf 
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driven to and fro; but let me atill exporience thy 
help at hand, and find theo to be an all-sufficicnt - 
God, performing all things for me, I will go forth 
in the strength of the Lord God, and trust in the 
Lord Jchovah, in whom is overlasting strength, 
O my Lord ! come to my succour, and ho thou 
.my helper; carry me on in thy holy ways; and 
mako all that 1 think, and spoak and do, accept. 
able in thy sight, O may I both put forth my- 
self, to stir up the grace of God that is in me; 
and let me find such fresh supplies of graco, that 
i may see my desires accomplished, and my en- 
deavours brought to good offect, through , Jesus 
Christ, my strength and my Redeemer. Amen. 


Lord, if thou thy grace impart, 
Poor in spirit, meek in heart, 

[ shall, as my master, be . 
Rooted in humility. 


Simple, teachable, and mild, 
Changed into a little ghild ; 
Pleased with all the Lord provides, 
Wean'd fiom all the world besides. 


Pathor, fix my sonl on thee ; 
Every cvil let me fico ; 

“othing want, beneath, above 
Uappy in thy precious love. 
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Oh that all may seok and find 
Every goorl in Jesus joind, 
Him let Isracl still adore 
* ‘Trust him, praise him evermore. 


A PRAYER FOR A MEEK AND QUIET SPINIT. 


O blessol Lord Cod, thou most compassionate 
lover of souls ; look with thy tenderest pity upon 
me, a weak and frail creaturc, who am encompass- 
ed about with many and great infirmities ; my 
nature is corrupt, my passions are strong and vio- 
lent, and so proue ain JT to peevishness and anger, 
thal almost every slight provocation disorders 
my mind, and makes iro froward and impationt, 
and many times (alas ! with sorrow I confess it) I 
have been hurried away into foolish and unreason- 
able passion’. 

O Lord, I lament and bewail this wretched cor- 
ruption of my naburo, humbly besceching thee for 
the satzo and moribs of my bloved Saviour, to par- 
don sad forvive all that sin aad folly that it has 
botrayed mo to; aud I beg of thee, O merciful 

Father, to pive moa meok and quiet spirit, a pa- 
tiont and forgivimg tomper, an humble, charitable, 
and Cluirtian disposition ; that my mind may at 
all times ba quict and casy, my earringe gentle, | 
kind, and obliging to all men, and the whole con- 
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duct and deportment of my life, such as becomes 
the servant of the meok and blessed Jesus. 

Convince mo truly, O Lord, of the great folly 
of passion and anger; how contrary ib is to the 
spirit of thy most holy religion, which commands 
us to pul away all bitterness, and wrath, and an- 
ger ; what an enemy it is to our present happi- 
ness, and how much ib unfits us for tho duties 
which we owe to theo, our neighbour, and our- 
selves, 

Let the example of my blessed Saviour, be 
powerfully present to my mind, and inspire me 
with an humble, charitable, and forgiving tamper, 
Let mo consider, with what meckness and patience 
he endured the contradictions of sinners, and tho 
insults and repronches of wicked and unreasonable 
“men ; that, like him, T may be meck and lowly in 
heart, and find that rest upon my soul which he 
has promised to those that will bo tanght of him. 

O my God, it is my sincere desire, and it shall 
bo the hearty endeavour ef my life, to be free from 
the bondage and dominion of sin, bul, alas | T am 
a woak and fechle creature: I find a lnwin my, 
mombers warning against tho luw of my mind 
which, without the assislauce of thy holy Spirit, 
will bring me into captivily to the law of sin: O 

* Jet the mighty power of thy grace strengthen my 
feeble wishes and endeavours, and enable me to 
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conquer my most inveterate habits : let the sweet 
and gentle influences of thy bles-ed Spirit calm 
the passions, and compose the storms and disordera 
of my soul; and O do thou save me from the 
dangers of this. troublesome and tempestuous life. 

Root out of my heart, O merciful God, all pride 
and yauity, all malice, hatred, and ill-will, and 
give me a low and humble opinion of myself, that 
the sense vf my own unworthiness and of tht 
many offences which I have been guilty of to- 
wards thee, may move me to pity the weaknesses 
and infirmities of others, and to forgive the greatest 
injuries and provocations which I shall meet with ; 
yemombering how much more I stand in need of 
pity and forgiveness at thy hand, 

Take away from me, O Lord, the spirit of this 
world, and fill ine with that spirit of love and 
charity, that sufforcth long, and is kind ; that 
bearoth all things, and is not easily provoked 
that being full of that peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, 1 may live with comfort’ and 
die with joy, and may hereafter dwell in those 
peaceful rogions of everlasting bliss, where thou, 
O blossed Jesus, who art the Prince of peace livest, 
and reignost with the Father, and the holy Spirit 
one God, world without ond, Amen. 
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Instruct mo in thy statutes, Lord ; 
Thy righteous paths display ; 
That I from them, through all my life, 

May never go astray. 


Do thon true wisdom from above, 
And inward strength impart ; 
«That to thy perfect laws T may 
Devote my zealous heart. 


Order my footsteps by thy word, 
Nor let my thoughts meline, 

To worldly wealth, or empty show, 
But make them wholly thine. 


From those vain objects turn mino eyes 
Which this false world displays ; 

And give me inward powor and strength 
To keep thy righteous ways. 


A PRAYER FOR DEVOTION AND A RIQUT FRAME 
OF SPIRIT IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD, 


O Most High and holy Lord God ! thou wilt 
bo sanctified in them that como nigh unto thee ; 
thou art greatly to be feared, andl to be had in 
reverence of all that are about thee. Be pleased 
to sanctify me with thy grace ; and help me so to 
draw nigh unto thee in prayer, that thou mayest 
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draw nizh unto me in the communications of thy 
love and merey. . 


T desire, O my God, to mect thee in thy ways: 
and (in compliance with thy gracious appointment) 
T fall down and worship hore at thy footstool in 
the name and through the mediation of thy dear 
Son. Iam indeed most nnworthy to come into 
thy holy presence, and utterly unable (of myself) 
to perform any service meet to be presenied to 
thy heavenly Majesty | but O let thy great mer- 
cy overlook my unworthiness ; and keep me from 
every thing, that would make my prayers an abo- 
mination to the Tord. And, as thou hast made 
me sensible of my duty, and of my own insuflici- 
ency to ‘lischarge it as T ought, O let thy good 
Spirit help my infirmities : let thine almighty 
power keep ne from smful dulness and distrac- 
tions, that T may woiship thee in spirit and in 
truth, and offer thee a saerifice that shall be well 
pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 4 


Jesus, thy heavenly grace impart 
And fix my frail inconstant heart 
That so my chief desire may be 
‘To dedicate myself to thee. 
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Whalo’er pursuits my time employ 
Grant that this thought may give me joy 
Thow’ Lord, hast apprelionded me, 

And turned my wayward heart to theo. 


And sinco thine oye pervadeth space 
Prosont thyself im avery place ; 

Graut, wheresne’er my lot may be 

That glill my heart may cloave to Thee, 


Renouncing every worldly thing 
Beneath the covort of thy wing; 
May this my constant fecling be 
That all I want, I find in thee. 


A PRAYER FOR GRACKH TO SERVE TI LORD 
WITH GLADNIESS 


O my God! thon arta Lord that hast pleasure 
in the prosperity of thy servants ; aud thy servants 
have the greatest reaion to he pleased in the per- 
formance of thy commands 1h in goon for me to 
draw nigh to God, in whoge prosence is fruluess of 
joy. Well may tho hearts of them rojoies that 
seek tho Lord ! for thou do-t not employ us but to 
oblige us: not for any advantaye lo thyself, but 
only for our greatest good, thab it may vo well with 
us, both here aud for over, O my Lord, Tam full of 
trouble and confy ion, that aver 1 should bo so 
backward as I have been, to thy blessed worl: ; a0 
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lifeles® in it and so soon weary of it; to the dis 
honour of thy name, and to the reproach of thy 
service ; as if I had a hard master, and a hateful 
work. O that T should bear as a burden, that 
which should be the solace of my life, and the re- 
joicing of my heart, Forgive me I beseech thee, 
good Lord, all this which 1 bewail before thee : and 
heal that indisposition of mind which makes thy 
service a weariness unto me and so renew my spirit 
and draw my heart to thy blessed self, that I may 
not serve thee as from necessity, but inclination ; not 
as forcing myself but as delighting in thy work, 0 
rid my mind of that tormenting dread which makes 
me uneasy in the service of my Lord. And give 
me a heavenly heart, and such a love to thy law, as 
may swecten all my obedience ; that I may’ uot ac- 
count it grievous or tedious, but my soul’s satisfac- 
tion and exceeding joy. O Ich me not serve thee, 
my God, with the spirit of bondage, as a slave ; but 
with the cheerfulness and gladness of an ingenious 
child ; sitting down with delight under thy shadow, 
and so pleased with th} work, that my sorvices may 
also be pleasing in thy sight through Jesus Christ. 
Amen, 





O Lord | I would delight in Thee 
And on thy care depond : 
To Thee in ev'ry trouble fice, 
My best and only Friend. 
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When all created streams are dried, 
Thy fullness is the same ; 
May I with this be satisfied, 
And glory in thy Name, 


No good in creasures can be found 
But may be found in Thee ; 

I must have all things and abound 
Tf God be God to mo. 


PRAYER 
SUITED TO ONW IN POOR AND ADVERST 
CIRGUMSTAR CIS, 

Mercrrun and Gracious Gop, thou art the 
all-gufficient and inexhaustible source of life and 
happinoss. I bless thee that the communications 
of thy goodness are nob confined to any of thy 
creatures, but that thou openest thy hand, and li- 
borally suppliest the wants of every thing that 
lives. Thou oxtondest to all, thy supporting pow- 
er, and thy preserving caro, ‘Thou makest thy 
sun to tise on che evil aud on the good, and sends 
est rain on the just and unjust. Lb bless thee that 
those especially who trust in thee, and who hope 
in thy merey, ave agsured of thy eare and pro- 
teclion, The young lions may lack and suffer 
hunger, but they that truly seck the Lord shall 
not want any good thing, TI bless thee that those 
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who love and serye thee, who walk-righteously, and 
speak uprightly, have great and gracious promises 
of safely and support, ‘They shall dwell on high, 
their defonce shall be tho munitions of rocks : 
bread shall be given them, their water shall be 
pure, ‘ 

Lord, I desire when I feel the pressure of pov- 
erly, or dread the approach of want, to take the 
comfort of such kind assurance, with which, bless- 
el bo thy name, thy word abounds. I would go 
up through the wilderness of this world leaning 
on thine Almighty arm, and trusting in thy im- 
mutable wotd, T would also gather encourage- 
ment from those objects around me, which illus- 
trate thy tender care, and unweanried benevolence. 
When T behold the birds of the air which, though 
they sow not nor reap, nor gather into barns, are 
all fed by my heavenly Father, may I beliove, and 
trust, that he will assuretly bostow all that is ne- 
cessary for temporal sustenance, on one who is of 
more vane in his sightethan they ave. May T be-” 
lieve, that. if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground 
without the permission of my Heavenly Father, 
he will not suffer ono, on whom he has bestowed a 
rational and immortal soul, and has oven taken 
into friondyhip and followship with himself, to 
perish unnoticed and disregarded, When I con- 
sider the lilies of the ficld, which toil not, nor spin, 
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and which, nevartheless are arrayed in such? bean- 
ty and glory, may T believe and hope, that, if God 
so clothe the grass of tho field, which to-day is, 
and to-morrow is cast into the oven, he will much 
more clothe mo, who fear his name, and trust in 
his grage—1 rejoice that the earth is the Lord’s 
and the fulness thereof; and however unequally 
his bounties may seem to be distributed, his pro- 
mise stands secure, “ there is no want to them 
that fear him.” Blessed he thy name that, though 
thou hast in thine all-wise providence, denied mo 
inany of the comforts and enjoyments of this life, 
which others possess, yet thon hast given me full 
and free access to what is far more important and 
valuable, Blessed by thy name, that to the poor 
the Gospel is preached, and that the invitation to 
participate in its great and exalted blessings, is un- 
limited and unconditional ;“ Flo! every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and ho that hath 
no money ; come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk, without money, and without price | 
0} grant that I may be abundantly supplied with 
the blessings of salvation, thus frecly offered to me. 
Grant that Dmay seareh for these as for hid trea- 
sures, and though poor indeed and despised in the 
eye of the world, may I be rich in faith and an 
heir of the kingdom, May the language of my 
heart be “I rejoice in thy word, as one that findeth 
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great spoil.” The law of thy mouth is better to ma 
than thousands of gold and silver. Having no por- 
tion on earth, may I be laying up treasure in hea- 
yen, where moth and rust do not corrupt, nor thiev- 
es break through to steal. May I seek first the 
kingdom of Gad and his righteousness, believing 
that all things else shall be added thereunto, 

O Lord, thou knowest that my difficulties and 
distresses are often very great ; that 1 may look to 
the right hand and to the left, but there is none to 
help, and that very often I am ready to despair 
and to think that thou also hast forsaken me, I 
go mourning without the sun, and in bitterness of 
soul, exclaim, “ Will tho Lord cast off for ever 7 
will he be favourable no more ? Is his mercy clean 
gone for ever ? doth his promise fail for evermore? 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? hath he in ang- 
ershut up his tender-mercies ? But I would confess 
that this is my infirmity, and I would remembor 
the years of the right hand of the Most High, I 
will remember the works of the Lord, surely T will 
romomber thy wonders of old. Many a time, O 
Lord, hast thou interposed for my deliverance, and 
appearod for my help. Thou hast known my soul 
in adversities. I would take encouragement from 
the past on looking forward to the future. T would 
rely on thy faithful word. The mountains shall 
depart, and the hills shall be removed, but my kind- 


ness shall not depart fiom theo neither shall tho 
covenant of my peace be removad, saith the Lord 
that hath mercy on thee. 

O Lord J would commit my way to thee, Supply 
all my tempor and spnitual wants out of thy fuk 
ness, and bring mo ab length to the possesaon of 
thino ever] stie kingdom and to the full enjoy- 
mont of thyselt, for the suke of dum who though 
he was rich for ony sakes beeiume poor, thal we 
through his poyerty might be made vieh, Amen, 


Thy presence, grarwns God, aftord , 
Prepare mie to reevive thy word ; 
Now let thy voir ongage my vay, 
Aud faith bo mus‘d with what {hear ; 


Distiactin, thoughts td cares remove, 
And fix my heart and hopes above ; 
With food divine may [be ted, 

And satisicd with living bicad 


To me thy sacied word apply, 

" 
With sovereign power and energy 
Aud may i, in thy faith wd ferr, 
Reduce to prache whu Eheat! 


, 


Father, in me (hy som teved, 

Teach me to laow and do thy will, 
Thy saving power and love dit play, 
And guide me to the reatms of day! 


133 
A PRAYER BEFORE HEARING OF GOD'S WORD. 


O most blessed Lord, the God of all grace ! who 
art pleased to send out thy light and truth among 
us; both to discover our sins unto us, and also to 
make tho way of life and salvation plain before 
us ; be thou pleased also to send the Spirit of thy 
Son into our hearts ; to make it plain to our un- 
derstanding, and to render it the savour of life 
unto our souls‘ O Lord, open our ears and quicken 
our attention to the instructions that shall be given 
us, that wo may receive thy word with all careful- 
ness and meekness, yea with all readiness and 
gladness, with an unfeigned delightin it, andahearty 
desire to live and grow by it. And strengthen our 
memories, that we may treasure up and retain. 
what we hear ; that we may not let it slip, but 
may derive substantial benefit from it and be to all 
eternity the better for it, O gracious God! teach 
us to profit; and make om improvement more 
answerable to those means of grace, which through 
thy merey we enjoy. Get the word which shall 
sound in our oars, sink down also into our hearts, 
and take root within us and produce in our lives 
the fruits of righteousness, Let us not be forget- 
ful hearers, but faithful doers of thy word, O let 
tho immortal seed of this heavenly word beget 
such principles of grace and holiness in our hearts 
as may be in usa well of water springing up to 
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everlasting life, Make ns s0 obedient to thy holy 
precepts, that wo may also inherit the glorious pro- 
mises of thy word. © Lot our tcachers be taught 
of God ; and direet the stewards of thy mysterics, 
to give unto every ore his portion in due season, 
And whilst thy servants are planting and watering, 
do thou, O God, bestow thy blessing, and sond an 
abundant increase ; mako the waters of thy sane- 
tuary healmg to our souls, Yea, make thy word as 
fire in the mouths of thy messengers: and make 
it to come home to our souls in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power, Let it be mighty through 
Cod, to the pulling down of strongholds, and sub- 
duing all opposition to the obedicnce of Christ, 
Come down in the midst of us, O God of our sal- 
vation ; and cause thy word to do thy great and 
glorious work upon all our hearts ; that we may 
have reason to praise and glorify thee to all eter 
nity. Amen. 
Praise to him by whose hind fayor 

Heavenly trath has reach’d my cars , 
May its sweet reviving savour 

Full my heat, and chase my fears | 
Truth—how sacred is the (reasure ! 

Teach me, Lord, ils worth to know ! 
Vuin’s the hope, and short the pleasme, 

Which from other sources flow. 


s 
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What of truth I’ve now been hearing 
, Lord do thou to my heart apply ! 


In the day of thine appcaring, 
May I share thy peoples’ joy ! 


Ti] thou take me hence for ever, 
Saviour, guide me with thine eye ! 

This my aim, my sole endeavour, 
Thine to live, and thine to die 


A PRAYER AFTER UEARING OF THE WORD. 


We bless thee, O Lord, the living God who hold- 
est our souls in life, and providest for us that 
heavenly food by which we are to live for ever. Tt 
hag now been delivered and receive; but the bless- 
ing is in thy hands, O gracious God, to make it 
prosperous and successful to the gaming and sa- 
ving of immortal souls, O wilt thou be pleased 
to send it home to the heart ; aud there make it to 
abide till ib has done thy will, and wrought thy 
work effectually. Make uso of it now to build us 
up in tho faith of Christ, and to help us forward 
in all holiness of hfe: let every hearer hecome a 
doer of thy word, that we may all, in this world, 
be blessed in our decds, and hereafter be for ever 
blessed in the joy of our Lond, 
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O thatall who have been convinced of their sins, 
may also be converted to thyself! that they may 
not only think of the holy change that 1s 10 be 
wrought in them, but sock incessantly tho attain- 
ment of it. And let thy blessed Spirit so prevail 
with them, that their good impressions may not be 
ost, till Lhey have effected the work of thy grace 
within them, O make thy word mighty through 
God to plant thy grace where ib is not; to in- 
crease it where it is; and to bring us all into a 
state of greater nearness to theo, and more entire 
conformity to thine image Let us find our know- 
ledge more clear and spiritual ; our faith more 
firm and operativo ; and all our graces continual- 
ly increasing in strongth and activity. Let us go 
hear, that our souls may live before thee, both 
now and cyermore. Amen, 


ee 


Whenec’r T find no frient 
To own me in digtress 

If refuge fails and nono youchsafes 
His pity or redress, 


To God at last I pray ; 
Thou, Lord, my rofuge art 

My portion in tho land of life, 
Till life itself depart, 
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Reduced to greatest straits 

To thee I make my moan ; 
O save me from oppressing focs 

And claim me for thine own. 


That I may praiso Thy name 

My soul from prison bring ; 
Then of Thy morcy unto mo 

Assembled saints shall sing. 


UNDER ANY GREAT DIFFICULTIES AND 
ARDUOUS AFFATRS, 

O Lord, thou arta God of knowledge : thine un- 
derstanding is infinite ; nor art thou ever at a loss 
to effect what is best for us, But thou knowest our 
thoughts, O Lord, that they are vain, Our wisdom 
is often at a stand, so that we know not what to 
do for ourselves, At this time especially owr af- 
fairs ave entangled"; we ave perplexed in our coun- 
sels : nor can we find how to extricate ourselves 
from tho dificulties it which we aro involved 
Buta man’s goings are of the Lord ; how thon 
ean man understand his stops ; thero may be many 
divices in his heart, but the counsel of the Lord, 
ihat shall stand. If we lean not to our own un 
derstanding, but in all our ways acknowledge thee 
thou hast promised, O Lord, to direct our paths ; 
and when we commit ow way to thee, and trusé 
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in thee, we have thy word, that thou wilt bring it 

to pass. But thou hast pronounced woe to them 

that take counsel, but not of thee ; that cover 

with a covering, but not of thy Spirit, and that 

have not asked at thy mouth, 

Our oyes therefore are unto theo, O God ; and 
to thee we seck now for wisdom ; that we may bo 
able to discern the path of duty. Without theo, 
O Lord, our wisdom is folly : be thou thorefore 
graciously present in our councils : and let us now 
be taught of God, which way to take, and how to 
act most agreeably to thy blossed- will, and most for 
our present and ‘eternal wolfare we ask it for 
desis Christ's sake, Amen, 


God of my life,.to theo I éall ; 

O Saviour at thy feet I fall ; 

When dangors rise aiid foos prevail, 
Leave not my fearful heart to fail. 


To whom should trembling sinners flee, 
Friend of the friondloss, but to thee ¢ 
Whose mercy is for evor sure, 
To save the weak and bless the poor, 
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Did ever mourner plead with thee, 
And thou reject his humble plea ? 
Does not thy promise yet remain— 


That none shall seek thy face in vain ? 


Yoa, Lord, the poor and helpless share 
Thy kind regard thy constant care : 
And surely shall his hopes succeed, 
For whom the Saviour deigns to plead. 


A PRAYER IN TIME OF THREATENING DANGERS, 


Great God, holy and just! I am amazed to 
think of the dreadful wages which my sins have 
merited. Fearfulness and trembling are come 
upon me, and my Spirit is overwhelmed and my 
heart fails me for fear: so that I know not what 
to do, But mine eyes are upon thee; my great 
Saviour and mighty Deliverer, to give me that 
help, which it is in vain to expect from man, Now 
that I am afraid, I will trust in thee ; and wnder 
the shadaw of thy wings will [ make my refuge, 
until theso calamities be overpast. O my Lord, 
take me under thy fatherly care, and almighty 
protection: and saye me from the hands of my 
enemies, and from the evils which I dread. O 
dispel the clouds; and turn away the storms; and 
clear up the face of heaven, which is now so 
blackened over my head, Thou, Lord, who know- 
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est how to deliver, and art never at a loss to effect 
what thou wilt command, T pray theo, work deli- 
verance far me, and be uot far from mo when trou- 
ble is so nigh unto me: but let me find thy help 
at hand, in this time of my extrome necessity, 

O my God, Thou hast beon a sheltor for me, 
and a strong tower of defence against tho onemy, 
And though I walk in tho midst of trouble, thou 
wilt revive me. thou will slreleh forth thy hand 
against my enemy; and thy right hand shall save 
mo, O my Saviour, J flee unto thee, to hide me, Be 
thou pleased to defend me from thom that risa up 
against me. Consider tho trouble that T suffer of 
thom that hate me: and lead me im thy righteous. 
ness, because of my ecuemies+ maka thy way 
straight before my face. Deliver me O Lord, from 
the evil and violent man, and from my perseentors, 
that ae stronger than T, O lel not any that are 
my enemies wrongfully, rejoico over me But 
shew me some tokens for good; that they who 
hate me, may seo it, ande ho ashamed, because 
thou, Lord, hast holden mo, and comforted mo, 
O fortify me against that fear of man which bring- 
eth asnaro, Let mo neyer be so awed hy my fel 
low-creatures, as not to stand in awe of theo, my 
God. Let me never Lrespass agains thee bo ine 
giatiate myself with them ; or decline thy service 
through fear of their displeasure, Thou hast heen 
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my help: O be thou pleasedijo come now to my 
succour, and to shew thysclf graciously and power- 
fully on my behalf. Tear me, Lord, for the glory 
of thy name; that I may see thy hand, and ac- 
knowledge thy power, and admire thy love, and 
adoro thy goodness, whilo I have my being. Amen, 
and Amen, 


I love the Lord, his gracious car 
Inclin’d and listen’d to my prayer ; 
He heard my supplicating voice, 
And bade my fainting soul rejoice. 


*Twas in the depth of my distress 

Tcall’d upon the God of graco 

(Whose power can death and hell control), 
“ Lord, I beseech Thee, save my soul.” 


For over gracious is the Lord, 
For over faithful ts his word ; 

By sweet experience now I prove 
His mercy, his unchanging love. 


For this, whon fature sorrows rise, 
To Him will I direct my cries ; 

For this, through all my future days, 
Adore his name, and sing his praise, 
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THANKSGIVING FOR PRESERVATION AND 
DELIVERANCE FROM DANGERS AND ‘TROUBLES, 
Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works 
which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are 
to uswatd for good ; they cannot be reckoned up 
in order unto thee: if T shall declare and speak 
of them, they are more than can bo mnbered, 
According to thy name so is thy praise to the 
ends of the earth, The deat praise theo not, nor 
any that go down into silenco : the living, he shall 
praise thee, as J desire with all my soul to do this 
day. My heart is Axed, O God, my heart is fixed ; 
Twill sing and givo praise. F will be glad and 
rejoice in thee, and sing praise to thy name, O 
Thou Most High,  T will praise thee, O Lord, for 
Thou hast heard me, and arb heeome my salva- 
tion. I found trouble and sorrow; then I called 
upon thee: and Thou wast attentive to my ery 
and nigh to my help. And though Thou mightest 
have made me an exemple of thy judgments to 
othors, as others have beencto me Thou didst not 
consult my deserts, bub my distress; doing great 
things, and working strango deliverance for mo, 
not because T was worthy but because Thou 
aboundest in merey. 

I was in woeful perploxity : fear was on overy 
side: all my hope was ready to expire: and I 
thought there was no help for me: but that I 
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must Sink and perish, Then didst thou, O Lord, 
interpose between me and the threatening mis- 
chief; and didst reveal thy glorious arm, to pluck 
me out of the jaws of destruction; and didst set 
me at liberty from my fears, and in safely from 
my dangers, Thou hast kept me alive, and res- 
tore my comforts, not taking me away in the 
midst of my days, nor cutting me off untimoly 
from the land of the living; but sparing me in 
ierey, and giving mo, as it were, a new life from 
the dead. Thou hast chastened me, but not given 
me over unto death. When my foot slipped, Thy 
mercy, O Lord, held me up, Thou art the Goud 
that doast wonders ; wonders of power, and wonders 
of morey. Yoa, thy kindness, and thy help at 
hand, in the time of my need, has been greater 
than I am able to express. 


Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy 
work: I will triumph in the works of thy hands. 
I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud 
of thy mercy, For thou hast been my support 
and my refuge in the day of my trouble, Unto 
theo, O my strongth, will I sing ; for thou art my 
defence, and the God of my merey. O Lord 
God, merciful and gracious | T will extol thee, who 
hast nol suffered the trouble and danger to over- 
whelm and ruin me. In my distress I cried 
unto thee and thou hast enlarged me. O blessed 
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be my God, who hast not cast out my Srayer, 
nor taken his mercy fromime. But demest Lord ; 
T cannot without amazoment look back upon the 
perilous stato that I was in, and the brink of min 
to which I was brought. And that I should 
escape a3 [ have done; O how marvellous is it in 
my eyes ; What cause have I for thy praiso, that 
Tam hore alive to praise thee!O my God, it ig 
thy good hand that hath wrought so wonderfully 
for me, and thy fatherly kindness that has shewn 
such extraordinary favour to me, O! if I had 
heen snatched away unprepared, how dreadful g 
change should I haye found! But in mercy and 
love to my soul (I givo thee glory) thou hast made 
a way for my escape: and I am proserved a living 
monumont of thy unspeakable goodness, 


O what shall I say unto thoo, whose name jg 
exalted far above all blossing and praise | and 
what shall I render unto thoo, 1o whom my good- 
ness will not oxtend ! I can never answor the 
obligations which thy lovg, dear Lord, has Inid 
upon me: but lot me admize and love, and bless 
and praise thee, with all tho faculties and powers 
which thou hast given me. And O that thou 
wouldest imprint so deoply on my heart a sense 
of thy mercy, that I may nevor forget, nover 
slight, never abuso the great goodness that thou 
hast shewn me, and tho signal deliverance which 
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thou hast wrought for me , but may ever givo thee 
thanks with all my heat, and walk as becomes 
me, all the days of my lite, not scoure and caro- 
less, because I have so oseaped; but the moie 
watchful and dihyent, im proportion to the mercies 
vouchsafed unto me. approving my thankfulness 
in such @ manner, as that thou mayest graciously 
accept me though my blessed Lod and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 


When languor and disease myade 
This tremblins how c of clay, 

Tis sivect to Took beyond om cage 
And long to fly away. 


weet to look mwyaid, and attend 
The wluspers of his love, 

Sweet to look upwrel to the place 
Whee Jess plaids above 


Sweet to reflect hey grace divine 
My sins on dcsus Lid, 

Sweet to remember thet bis blood 
My debt of eudenay pud 


Svee( in the confid wee of faith 
To tinst This nia docice 
weet to be pe oive in Dis hinds 
And kno. no will but dis, 
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Sweot to rejoice in lively hope 
That, when my chango shall come ; 


Angels will hover round my hed 
And waft my spiril home. 


If such the sweetnoss. of the streams 
What must the fountain be ! 

Thore Saints and Angels draw their bliss 
Immediately from thee. 


A PRAYER UNDER DANGEROUS SICKNESS, 


O Lord God Almighty, and ever blessed; in 
whom we ever live, and move and ure | wo acknow- 
ledge it to be of thy mercies thal we ave not con- 
sumed, even beers thy compassions fil not If 
thou hadst since ett us off in our sins, and shut us 
up under final despair of merry, yet righteous hadst 
thou been, O Lord, and just and wood yer, justly 
mightest thou at this time cast out our prayers, 
and refuso lo hoar thy rebellious ereatures, who 
have so long turned a deaf Gar to thon Dut thou 
art God, and nob man; and thy thoughts are nob 
as our thoughts, nor thy way. as our ways 5 but 
as the heavons are highee thin the earth. so are 
thy thoughts aad thy ways above ours, Thow art 
nb help in every 





our refuge and strength, aud: pro 
time of need: and thon hast commanded us to 
call upon thee in onr troubles ; and hast promised 
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to hear us, and to givo us cause to praise and 
glorify thee for thy goodness and merey to us, 


And ‘now we come to thee, O Lord our God, in 
behalf of this thy servant, that lies here in a low 
and distressed state under thy chastising hand. 
Look down, we beseech thee, mercifully upon 
him: and be thou gracious and favourable to him; 
according to the necessity of his case, and accord- 
ing to the multitude of thy tender mercies in 
Christ Jesus, Great as his danger is, if thou wilt, 
O Lord thou canst set him up, and make him 
whole: if thou but speak the word, it shall be 
done. In submission to thy most wise and righteous 
disposal of all things, we would beg this merey at 
thy hands: that thou wouldst be pleased to rebuke 
his distemper, to remove thy stroke, and cause the 
bitter cup which thou hast given him, to pass 
away from him, To this end do thou direct. us 
to tho proper means for his help; and command a 
blessing upon them. Spare him, good Lord, and 
restore him, (if it be th} will) that he may have 
a longer time to work ont his salvation, and be 
more useful in his place, and do more good in his 
gonoration. Or, however thou shalt be pleased to 
deal with him as to the concerns of his body, 
(which we pray may be in a way of gentleness and 
mercy :) yet, Lord, let his soul be ever precious in 
thy sight. And may this sickness of his body 
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be for the health of his better and immortal part, 
and be instrumental to advance his everlasting 
salvation. 


O give him a right discerning of the things be- 
longing to his peace, before they be hid from his 
eyes. Show him what ho has to do and enable 
him for the doing of ii, that he may have peace 
with God, through dosus Christ. Give him repen- 
tance towards God, and faith in the only Saviour 
of the world. Wash and cleanso his soul with the 
blood of thy Son, and the graces of thy Spirit; 
that it may be delivered from all tho defiloments 
which it has contracted in this present evil world; 
and bo found safo and happy in the hour of death, 
and in the groat day of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Fit him, O Lord, for living, or dying, or whatever, 
in thy wiso and righteous providence, thou hast 
designed for him; that it may be unto him, Christ 
to live, and gain to die: and that in all things he 
may find cause to glorify thy name. Lf thou 
shall be pleased to releavs him, from his bed of 
languishing, and to add to him a yet further terin 
of lifo, O that ho may live to thee, aul do thee 
belter service, and bring thee greator glory! Or 
if thou hast determined that this sickness shall be 
unto death, propare him, O merciful God, by thy 
graco for thy blessed self; and grant him a safe 
and comfortable passage out of this wretched Jife 


1 
to an infinitely better; through the merits and 


mediation of thy beloved Son, our only Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, Amen. 





What shall I render to my God 
For all His kindness shewn ? 

My feet shall visit thine abode 
My songs addvess thy throne. 


Among the saints that fill thy house 
My off’ring shall be paid ; 

There shall my zeal perform the vows 
My soul in anguish made, 


How happy all Thy servants are ! 
How great thy grace to me | 

My life which thou hast made thy care 
Lord I devote to thee. 


Let me be thine, for ever thine 
Let not my purpose move ; 

Thy hands have loos’d my bands of pain 
Oh ! bind me with Thy love. 


THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER AFTER RECOVERY 
OUT OF A DANGEROUS SICKNESS, 


O God of my life, in whose hand my breath 
is, and by whom all men do live, and have their 
days prolonged or shortened ; I was brought low, 
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and ready to think, that thou wouldat. now cut me 
off, and make an end of my days upon earth; I 
counted myself so nigh mnto death, that 1 expect. 
el every day, when bhat last enemy which lay in 
wait for me, would como and seize upon me, 

But thou, Lord, last graciously disappointed 
my fears, and rescued me from his hands, and 
raisod me up to wall again before thee in the 
land of the living, Though thou broughtest me 
even to the mouth of the grave, yel hast thou 
rough mo back; that the pit of corruption 
should not swallow me up. And thou that gavest 
me life ab first, hast now given ib o mo afresh, 
To thee therefore, O my Cod, 1 desire with all my 
soul to give the praise O blessed }e my great 
Presorver, the dear and only Saviour of my body 
as well as soul, {ho God of my health, my heavenly 
physician, my life, and the length of my days ! 
O that I may live to devlaro the works of the 
Lord, and set forth the honour of his name | Let 
me never look upon my Estonded life, as an occa- 
sion to the flesh, to enjoy my liberty and pleasure 
upon earth; bubas an engapement on my heart, 
to abound in gratitude, aud Jove, and praise, and 
all faithful duty, and cheerful obodicnoa to my 
gracious God, 

In merey to my soul, O Lord, thou hast pro- 
longed my life, and given me space to repont; 
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that by correcting what was amiss, and filling up 
what was wanting, in my spiritual estate, I might 
be more ready for the arrival of the bridegroom, 
more ready to give up my account to thee. O 
that, my life being now renewed I may henceforth 
live as one restored from the dead and retain such 
an abiding sense of eternity upon my mind, as 
may keep mo unwearied in my preparations 
for it, 


Iv is only a reprieve, that is now granted to me. 
my death is a debt—to nature, which I must pay , 
I cannot avail it: death will yot certainly take 
hold of me; and I know not how soon: the grave 
is my house, where after all, 1 must make my habi- 
tation, and go to rottenness and dust: yea, when 
T least think of it, how suddonly may T he cut off. 
O thon let me not live as if T should never see 
death; nor put ib far frowt me, as if it should 
never arrive; nor reckon upon any sure standing 
or long abiding, in such a changeable transitory 
world, that is but tho house of our pilgrimage, 
and not the place of our vest. But, since dust T 
am, and to dust I must return, O help me, Lord, 
so 40 remember and consider my death, that T 
may be the better for it in all the course and con- 
duct of my life! Enable me to walk with such 
wise and holy circumspection, and so to order all 
my conyersation in the world, that when I must 
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close my oyes upon this present scone of things, I 
may depart hence full of peace, and hope, and 
joy. And for my recovery, and such health as I 
enjoy at present, O lob me pay my vows to the 
Lord; and from the ground of the heart, ascribe 
to thee, the God of my salvation, all glory thanks 
and love and service throughout the whole remain. 
der of my life, Amen, 





Ah who can tell which hour may be his Inst ? 
Porhaps my sttmmons now is on its way; 

Then let ine rather muso upon tho past, 
Than count sceurely on tho coming day. 


Full many a ship that sailed at siniling morn, 

Rich in her froight, and of hev bravery vain, 
Midst changing skies, o'er raging bihows borne, 

Tfath found, cra night hor grayo bonoath tho matn, 


"Thon lot us seck a dwolling that shall last, 

Fay, far above this mouldoving house of olay, 
That, when this little life is gone and past, 

Ours bo tho bliss that never shall decay, 


# 
Ero gontlo sloep upon my oyolids fall, 
To Theo, O God, would I my soul rosign, 
For thy dear Son, forgive mo whon I catt, 
That if T live or dio I may bo thine, 
A PRAYER FOR PREPARATION AND 
READINESS TO DIE, 
Lord, what is our lifo but a vapour, that ap- 
pears for alittle time, and then vanishoth away | 
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Even at the longest, how short, and at the strong- 
eat, how frail ! and when we think ourselves mast 
secure, yel we know not wh waday may bring forth , 
nor how soon thou mayest come, to call us to our 
last account Quickly shall we be as water spilt 
on the ground, that caunot be gathered up again, 
quickly snatched away from hence, and our place 
here ghall know us no more for ever, - Our days, 
one after another, are spent apace: and we know 
not how near to us is our last day, when our bodies 
shall be laid in the grave, and our souls be called 
to appear at the tribunal of God, to receive their 
eternal doom. Yet, how have [ lived in this world, 
as if J should never leave ib } how ummindtul of 
my laticr ond ! how improvident of my time! 
how carcless of my soul! how nogligent in my 
preparation for my everlasting condition !so that 
thou mayest justly bring my last hour as a snare 
upon me, to surprise me in my sins, aud Go cut me 
off in my iniquities. Bri, O Father of mercies, 
romember not my sinsyagainsi me; bub remember 
thy own tonder inercies, and thy Ioving-—kindness, 
which have beon ever of old. O remember how 
short my Lime is; and spare me, that I may re- 
cover my strength, before I go heuce, and he no 
more scen. Make me 50 wise, as to widerstand 
and consider ny latter end: and teach me so to 
number my days, that I may apply my heart to the 
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true wisdom, Lord, what have 1 to do in this 
world bu’ io make ready for the world to come 2 
O thal L may bo mindful of it, and be earefy 
to finish my work, bafore | finish my conrse? 

Jn the days of my health and prosperity, 
that | may remember and provide for, the timo of 
trouble and sickness, and death; when the world's 
enjoyment’ will shrink away from mo, and prove 
utterly unable to support and comfort me. Let 
me never allow myvelf in any course of living, 
wherein I would be luth or afraid to die. But let 
me soe my corraplions mortified and subdued, 
that they may never rise up in judgment against 
me, Enable me so to die auto sin daily, that T may 
not dic for sin eternally, lnstruct me good Lord, 
and assist. ine in my preparation for a dying hour: 
that 1 may not then be fearfully surprisod; but 
may mect it with comfort and composure, Qnicken 
mo to a serious concern about that groat work ; 
and help me to perform it aceoplably gnd_ with 
good success, O that Imaybe fitted for hoaven, ere 
} leave this oarth; and may have pereo with God 
through Jesus Christ, before T depart hence into 
that state in which J must abide, for ever! O my 
Lord, make me so ready to ment thee ab thy com- 
ing, that thine appearauce may be tho matter of 
my hopes, and dosiros, and joyful expectations : 
that I may look and long for that blessed time, 
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when thou will put an everlasting period to all my 
troubles and temptations, and exchange my pro- 
sent state of infirmity and sin for a state of end- 
less happiness and glory. O thou who art my life 
aad my strength, help me so to live, as, ot the 
hour of death, Ishall wish [ lad lived ; and so to 
make ready for death all my days, that, at my last 
day, I may have nothing to do but to dic, and cheer- 
fully to resign my spirit into thy gracious hands, 
O my Father, hear and answer my humble peti- 
tions; and let me find a merciful admission to 
thy favouc and thy kingdom, for the sake of my 
ouly Saviour Josus Christ, Amon. 


YUE CURISTIAN DEPARTING IN PEACH 
The hour of my departure’s come, 
I hear a voice that calls me home ; 


At last, O Lord, let troubles cease, 
And let thy servant dio in peace. 


The race appointed T have run, 

Tho combat’s o’er—the prize is won ; 
And now my witness is on high, 
Aud now my record’s in the sky. 


Nat in wy righteousness I trust ; 

T how before Thee in the dust ; 

And through my Saviour's blood alone 
T look for merey at thy throne, 
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1 leave the world without a tear, 

Save for the friends T hold so dear ; 

Yo heal their sorrows Lord, doseend, 

And to the friendless prove a friend. 

he hour of my departure’s come 

T hear tho yoiee thiut calls me home ; 

Now, O my Cod, lef trouble cease 

And let thy servant die in poare. 

A PRAYER VOR A DYING MAN PAST Tops 
Of RECOVERY 
O the hope of Isrwl, the saviour thereof in 

time of trouble ; when all other hopo and help 
fails, it is not in vain bo seck utlo thee for succour, 
who canst bring back from the mouth of the grave, 
and quicken the very dead : and where thou art‘ 
not pleased uy further to prolong the temporal 
life, yeb canst deliver from eternal death, and bring 
safe to blessedness and glory, We think it too 
Inte to bey the recuvery of thy servant, O Tord, 
now that he seams tous going the way of all flesh, 
and just luunehing forth into his everlasting con- 
dition, But thongh the time of his departnre ap- 
pews to be ab hand, yet we eunot think ib boo bute 
to beg thy merey for him, as long as life ts in him. 
Andas we cannot bub be greatly concerned for 
him, so we know not how better to express this our 
concern for him, than by beseevhing tlice to he 
good and gracious unto hin, 
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O Lord our God, leave him not, nor forsake him: 
but support and assist him now in his sorest cx- 
tremities, in his last agonies, when he is to conflict 
with the king of terrors: let him find the most 
sweet and scasonable aids from tho God of his sal- 
vation ; and take him not out of this life, till thou 
hast fitied him fora better, O thou everliving 
God, stand by him in the dying hour ; and secure 
him in thy hands from the enemies of his soul : 
antl finish all that is wanting of the work of thy 
grace upon his heart. Freely and fully pardon, 
and deliver him from all his sius ; and fit him to 
appear with comfort aud rejoicing in thy blessed 
presence, O make his departure casy, aud full of 
peace and hope. Carry him safe through the 
valley of tho shadow of death, and let him find a 
joyful adinission into the everlasting kingdom of 
his Lord. Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend 
his piri. O thou Father of mercies, be merciful 
to him and reccive his departing soul ; and when 
he is numbered among tie dead, Iot him be also 
munbered among the redeemed and blessed of the 
Lord, for his sake who (himself) died for sinners, 
an rose ayain, and lives, and is alive for evermore, 
and has the keys of death and of hell, ‘Lo thy 
merey, in thab blessel saviow of the world, O 
most merciful father, we now hwably recommend 
him ; besecehing thee to be all in all to him, and 

N 


158 


intiniioly better than wo aro worthy or able to 
ask forhim. And let him bo thino in life, and 
death, and for cvermore, through the all sufficiont 
merits and mediation of thy dear Son, our most pre- 
yailing Advocate and Redeemer Jesus Christ, 


Amen. 


Oft as the boll, with solemm toll 
Speaks tho departure of iw soul, 

Let ench ono ask himself, “Am J 
Proparyd should J be called to die?” 


Only this frail and fleeting breath 
Preserves mo from the jaws of death ; 
Seon as it fiuls, ub once Lin gone, 
And plung’t into a world wiknown 


Then leaving all T lov’d below 
To God’s wibunal 1 must go, 
Must hear tho judge pronounce my fate 
And &x my everlasting state 

6 
Lord Jesus, help me now to flee, 
‘And seek my hope alone in thee : 
Apply thy blood, thy spirit. give 
Subdue my sit, and lot me dive. 


Then, when the solemn hell T hear 

Lf sav'd trom guilt, T need nob fear ; 
Nor would the thought distressing be, 
© Porhaps it nest muy toll for me” 
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REFLECTIONS ON DEATH. . 


Death is an event of consummate and universal 
interest. Events which deeply affect certain in- 
dividuals may be unknown or unimportant to 
others, and the same events to the same indivi- 
duals may, by change of time and the cireum- 
stances, lose much of there importance and interest ; 
but death is an event which to all, and at all times 
is or ought to be fraught with the deepest interest 
and importance. 

Here the rich and the poor, the noble and the 
ignoble, the learned and the ignorant, the young 
and the old meet together, all go unto one place, 
all ave of the dust, and all turn to dust again. 
Man that is born of a woman is of few days; he 
cometh forth as a flower, and is cut down, he fleeth 
also as a shadow and continueth not. And death 
is deeply interesting not only as disuniting our 
soul from our body, and terminating our connexion 
with terrestreal things, but as ushering us into 
the presence of our judgo—ns fixing our eternal 
destiny, and as introducing us into an unkpown and 
spiritual state of being. 

On these subjects how solemn and explicit is 
the language of the sacred seriptures: It is ap- 
pointed tmto man once to die, and after death 
the judgment.—The wicked shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into 
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life elormal—Lazarus died, anil was carried by 
Angels into Abrahun’s hoyom ; the rich man algo 
died and was earried, and in bell ho lifted up his 
eyos boing in Lorments, Laying such declarations 
as these before us, what sort of persons ought we 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness 2 
Ought not the prospect of our approaching (lisgo- 
lution, and its momentous conserjucnees to pervade 
and solemnizo our minds, and g{produce a salutary 
influence on our whole con oft, Dut, alas, how 
widely and sadly different ithe. thet | Though 
surrounded on all hands by tho tokens of mortality 
and often feeling its harbingers within us, we liye 
here as if we would live always, wo put the evil 
day far from us, and we feel and act as if all but 
ourselves were exposed to the shafts of the des. 
troyor, ‘Though thousands fall by the stroke of 
death at our right hand, and ton thousands at our 
left, the language of our conduct is: It shall not 
come nigh me: my mountain standoth strong, I 
shall never bo moved, Bul death eannot always 
be thus pushed into the distance by us. There js 
a time coming when he will lay his iron band upon 
each of us, and who shall be able to clude his 
grasp, or defy his power! Tor no man hath 
power over the spirit to retain the spirit, neither 
hath ho power in the day of death, and there is 
no discharge in that war, All must sooner or 
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later engage in this dread warfare; and who can 
tell tho anguish and utter dismay of that soul 
who is compelled to meet the last enemy armed 
with all his terrors, but is unprepared for the at- 
tack, and has nol one ray of hope to support 
and cheer him through the gloomy combat. 


“In that dread moment, how tho frantic soul 
Raves round tho walls of her clay tenemont, 
Runs to each avenue and shrieks for help ; 
But shrioks in vain | flow wishfully she looks 
Qn all sho’s leaving, now no longer hers | 

A. liltte longor, yet a little longer, 

Oh ! might sho stay, to wash away hor stains, 
And fit hor for her passage,——But tho foe, 
Like a stanch murd'rer steady to his purpose, 
Pursues her close, through eyery lane of life, 
Nor missog once the track, but passes on ; 
«Til fore'd at last to the tremondous verge, 
At once she sinks to overlasting ruin 


Bul though the wickéd is thus driven away in 
his wickedness the rightcous hath hope in his 
death. He kuows whom he has believed, and he is 
persuaded that ho is able to keep that which he hath 
committed to him against that day. And though 
he is not exempted from the stroke of death, it 
comes +0 him disarmed of its sting. Jesus the cap- 
tain of his salvation, who has all power in heaven 
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and on oarth, and who hath destoyed death, and 
him that hath the power of death, stands by hig 
own people in their conflict with tho king of ter 
rors, and imparts to thom strength and comfort, 
and animates them with his excceding grent and 
precious, promises, Tear not, 1 am tho first and, 
the last ; Iam he that liveth and was dead and be- 
hold I am alive, for evermore amon, and have the 
keys of hell, and of death. To hin that overcom- 
eth will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even 
as 1 also overcame and am set down with my Father 
in his throne, Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life, And at longth they 
are conquerors and more than conquerors, through 
him that loved them, and are ablo to exclaim in 
the language of joy and triumph: O death where 
is thy sting 70 gravo where is thy victory ! Thanks 
bo to God, who giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 


DEATIT OF FRIENDS, 


Sovercign of life, before thine eye 

Lo! mortal men in thousands die; 

One glance from thee at once brings down - 
The proudest brow that wears a crown ! 
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* Banish’d at once from human sight ; 
In the dark grave’s unchanging night, 
Imprisoned in that dusty bed, 

We hide our solitary head, 


The friendly band no more shall greet 
Accents familiar once and sweet, 

No more the well known features trace 
No more renew the fond embrace, 


Yet if my Father's faithful hand 
Conduct me through this gloomy land 
My soul with pleasure shall obey 

And follow where he leads the way. 


He nobler friends than here [ leave 
Tn brighter, surer worlds can give ; 
Or, by the beamings of His eye 

A lost creation will supply. 


A PRAYER UPON THE DEATIE OF DEAR FRIENDS, 


Great God, the Lord of all: thou dost what- 
soever thou pleasest in hoaven and in earth; thou 
givest, and thou takest away ; thou raisest up and 
thou castest down: nor can any stay thy hand, or 
say unto theo, what doest thou? But in all that 
thou doest, thou art wise, and righteous, and good : 
Thou art just in depriving us of these enjoyments 
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which we have unworthily idolized, or ungratefully 
abused, Blessed bo thy uame therefore, ag well 
whon thou takest away, as when thou givost, Vet, 
O Lord, in merey turn these lossos to the ad. 
vantage of my seul: and grant me such abundant 
supplies ont of thine own fulness, that T may find 
in thee infinitely more than in all carthly friends 
and comforts, They were but insteuments and 
means of conveyance; thou who art tho eternal 
spring and fountain of all good, art still the same; 
and amidst all those changes, changest not, O let 
mo find though bereft of the ereature [am not 
forsaken of my Cod; and that, though T havo no- 

thing, Iam really possessed of all things, 
O my heavenly Father, take my cyea off from 
-such poor dying comforts, to fix them upon the 
only satisfying good; in tho ongagmont of which 
consists all my true life and peace, and happiness, 
And let the frequent disappointments that I find 
in all the onjoyments of the world, teach me 
moro wisdom than to placé my affoctions upon 
them. Help me to disongage and loosen my heart 
from them, and raiso up my desires and hopes to 
those glovions ohjcels, which are so infiniloly to be 
preferred before them. Q lot me he more erucified 
to the world, where is nothing bub vanity and 
yexation of spirit: and may I have my coversa- 
tion more in heaven; where my blessed Lord is, 
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aud all his happy followers, of whom the world 
was not worthy ; and where is every thing that 
the soul of man canwwantor wish, O God of the 
spirits of all flesh, and especially of the just made 
perfect, help me so to follow thy servants, who are 
departed in the Lord, that T, with them, may be 
counted worthy to live in thy presence, and to 
spend an eternity in the love and praises, the fel- 
lowship and enjoyment, of thee my God, who art 
blessed for evermore. Amen, 





AFFLICTION, 

Affliction is a stormy deep 
Where wave succeeds to wave ; 

Though o'er my head the billows roll, 
I know the Lord can save. 

The hand that now withholds my joys 
Can yet restore my peace ; 

And He who bids the tempest roar 
Can bid the tempest cease, 

In the dark watches of the night 
Tl count Elis mercies o'er ; 

Tl praise Him for ten thousand past 
And humbly beg for moie, 

There will I rest and build my hopes 
Nor murmur at His rod ; 

Xfe’s more than all the world to me 
My saviour and my God. 


REFLECTIONS ON AFFLICTION. 
Afiliction, in various forms and degrees, is the 
Jot of man in this lower world, Though affliction 
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eomos not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble 
spring out of the ground, yet man is horn to trou. 
le as the sparks fly upward, With sorrow and 
weeping he is brought into the world; personal 
altliction, relation distress, bereavemunts, crosses, 
disappointments, toils aut cares, follow him in 
coascloss sucression throngh all his pilgrimage ; 
and anguish and distress wstally allond his exit 
from this earthly sceuc, so that this world may 
well be denominated a Bochim—a place of weep- 
ing—a vale of tears, 

Bat while we contemplate the destiny of man 
in this melancholy aspect, let ws beware of dis. 
honourable thoughts of the supreme Disposer and 
Governor of all things, whose goodness is infinite 
and unchangeable, as his sovoreiynty and power, 
and who is wouderfal in counsel, and excellent in 
working. Clouds and darkness may be round 
about him, but justice and judgment are the habi- 
tation of his throne, Rather Tet us encervour to 
trace the footsteps of bis merey, md the kindness 
of his love, in the darkest and moet disbressing 


dispensations of his providence, 
© Good when ho gives, supremely good, 
Nor leas yhen hu doiies + 
Aitictions, monsared by his hand 
wo Ave blossings in disgusiat 


Let ws endeavour, by a living faith, by a hum- 
ble submission to the will of God, and hy pationt 
continuance in well-doing, to make our calling 
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and election sure; and then we shall have com- 
fort and support in the darkest hour of sorrow ; 
for we know and are assured that all things work 
together for good to them who love God—to them 
who are the called aczording to his purpose. Let 
us view this lifo as but the commencement of our 
existence, and the various vicissitudes of life, es- 
pecially its painful vicissitudes, as the discipline 
which our Heavenly Father employs, to prepare 
us for that higher world to which we are destined ; 
yhore, in the perfection of our being, we shall he- 
hold and enjoy God, and shall dwell in his pre- 
sence where there is joy, and be seated at the 
right hand, where there are pleasures for evermore, 
While we by faith thus roalize that exceeding und 
etornal weight of glory, the thoubles that attend 
us here, will appear light and momentary, and 
the sufferings of this present time, as not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be re- 
vented in us, Tet us come to the throne of God 
in all our distress, ay the place of onr sanctuary, 
ard the source of our support, and we shall not 
fail to find mercy and grace to help us in every 
tine of need—Cod is our refuge and strength, a 
yery present help in trouble; therefore we need 
not fear, ‘Trust in him at all times, ye people, 
pour out your heart before him. God is a refuge 
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REFLECTIONS 
ON NIE 
ADVANTAGES OV AITMLICTLONS, 

Wore we properly alive to our best inlovests, 
thoro is no state wo would eye with more Jealousy 
and apprehension than a state of continued case 
and prospority. Jt is snid of worldly mon, in the 
words of unerring truth ; bovause they have no 
changes, theroforo they fear not Cod ; and the ob. 
servation has been verified in innumerable in- 


stances in every goneration, 
Affliction is a powerful and effective instrumont 


in the hand of God for our correction and instrue- 
tion in righteousness, It is liko tho breaking up of 
tho fallow gromnd, and if tho sods of repentance 
and good rosolutions aro thon sown in the heart 
and the benign influcnecs of the holy spirit are 
poured forth, the fruit may be unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life, Iappy is the man whom 
Mod thus correcteth, and teachoth him out of his 
law. 

Tf through divino goodness, he is recovered from 
sieknoss, and his days aro prolonged, he will return 
into the world determined throngh grace to resist 
temptation, to dovoto himsel!’ wholly to Cod, and 
to live a lifoof faith on Christ. Bat such is the 
weakness of our naluro, the strength of corruption 
within us, and the influence of the world over uss 
that in too many instances as health and strength 
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yeturn, and the world begins again to wear a smil- 
ing aspect, our resolutions falter, and our zeal and 
activity in the ways of goodness begin to decline. 
Forgetting the pleasantness and peace we enjoyed 
in walking with God, while we passed through the 
darkness and depths of distress, no sooner are the 
clouds dispersed than we wander from him, and 
seek for happiness by returning again to folly, We 
Jose the savour of divine things, and give way to 
thoughtlessness and lovity. The world puts forth 
its charms, we too easily yield to its allurements, 
and are again entangled therein and overcome. 
There is no season when a watchful prayerful spirit 
js more indispensable than on recovery from affiie- 
tion, if wo would reap that advantage from the 
dispénsation which it is designed and calculated to 
produce, Let us, in such circumstances, be sober and 
watch unto prayer. Let us continue instant in 
prayer, Let us wait upon the Lord; that, as our 
hodily strength is renewed, we may also day by 
day renew ow spiritual strength, that we may 
mount up heavenward in our thoughts and affec- 
tions, as on cagles’ wings, that we may run in the 
way of God's commandments, and not be weary, 
and walk before him and not faint, 
So wo from atrength unwearied go, 
Still forward unto strength, 


Wntit m Zion we appear, 
Boforo tho Lord at longth- 
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SUBMISSION, 


© my Fathor, if this oup may not pass away from me, 
expoct I drink i thy will be dono."—Math 26——49, 


Is thoro no way but this, most gracious Lord 7 
‘Must ovory carthly tio thus sevor'd ho, 

Or twined around with thorns ? Is thoro no spot- 
Whoreon my wotvied spirit may reposa, 

My wounded honrt,, in aweot alfootion's balm 

Bo steep'd awhile, ore its last pulko shall throb 7 
Thou knowest? Lord—and thou alone canst know— 
The inward depths of that deccitful font, 
Whore many a sin lies sleeping but not deat. 
Thon let mo humbly bend my will to thine, 

My righteous Lord, my Lather and my God, 
Nor comfortiess. If through this dreary world 
"Thou seeat it meot that) should struggle on 

Ti loneliness of spirit, sti unscathed 

By human love, uncheer'd by earthly hope— 
© doign to lot thy Spirit dwell with mo, 
Showing mo over more thy hand ef levo | 

Thou knowost, Lord my hearts deop hittorness—- 
Its griofs, its sins, its stragglos, all thou Hoent, 
Tn uttor helplessness 10 thee, I como, 

My saviour, 0 ny saviow, aid io now ; 

Tet the full sonse of thy unchanging love 

Rest on my spirit with abiding powor : 

That so my yearning heart, cleaving ta thee, 
May never pine for that which thou deigaest, 
Givo mo thy perco—thnt sutislylng poweo 
Which thou alone ennst give, but given 

No power can take away —sinful and weak, 
Unworthy of the loast of thy rich moreica, 
Still would I cas mysolf on thee for all, 
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¥OR GUIDANCE IN READING THE SCRIPTURES. 


Almighty Jehovah, thou art the author of all 
good, the centre of all excellence, and the sum of 
all happiness. Of old hast thou laid the founda- 
tions of the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
thy hand.—They shall perish, but thou endurest, 
they all shall wax old as doth a garment, and as a 
vesture thou shalt fold them up, but thou art the 
same and thy years fail not, The heavens declare 
thy glory, and the firmament sheweth thy handy- 
work—Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night sheweth knowledge—There is no speech 
nor language where their voice is not heard ; their 
line is gone out through all the earth and their 
word to the end of the world. I bless thy name 
that mankind, fallen and ruined as they are, have 
not Leen left to gather their knowledge of Thee 
from thy wonderful works, or from the continual 
displays of thy providential agency ; but that thou 
hast in thine abundant goodness given to them a 
more full and explicit*manifestation of thyself—of 
thy works, and of thy ways in the everlasting 
gospel. I adore thee for the Holy Bible, and for 
the divine impress which it bears in its pure and 
heavenly precepts, and its sublime and glorious 
truths, I bless thee that even upon us, in these 
distant isles of the sea, the light of the gospel has 
arisen, that through the tender mercy of our God 
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the day star from on high hath visited us, to give 


alight 10 thom who sit in darknoss and in tho sha. 


dow of death; to guide our feet in the way of peace 
Blessed by thy name, that thy Word has reached 
even to us, and has so multiplied with us, that all 
in our native land may road in their own tongue 
the wonderful works of God, O may this abu 
dance of the bread of life not load us to loathe it, 
or to undervaluo it. Grant, O Lord, that I may 
receive this precious Book as thy gift, and may 
have grace to prizo il, and uso it, as such, May 
thy Word be found of me and may I eal it, and 
may it he made tho joy and the rejoicing of my 
heart, May I go not baok from tho commandments 
of thy lips. May I esteom tho words of thy mouth 
more than my necessary food. May I voliove that 
all scripture is givon by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for more cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be porfecl, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works, Lorde enable mo to imbibe 
the spirit of thy Word. and to framo my conduct 
in all things according to ils diclatox, May I ex- 
hibit the character and oxporiance the blessedness 
of the man who delightoth in the law of tho Lord, 
and meditates therein night and day,—who is like 
a iree planted by the rivors of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his soason, whoso leaf shall not 


178 


wither, and whatsoever he doth shall prosper. 
Lord, enlighten my mind more and more in the 
knowledge of the truth: open mine eyes that I 
may behold wondrous things out of thy law. May 
the holy spirit be given to me, may he take of the 
things of Christ and shew them unto me; so that 
I may be able to comprehend, with all saints, what 
is the height, and depth, and breadth, and length, 
and to know the love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge, that I may be filled with the know- 
ledge of his will in all wisdom, and spiritual un- 
derstanding. I desire to come to the study of the 
scriptures with simplicity and humility of heart, 
and to sit as a little child at the feet of my divine 
Teacher, remembering tho words of the Saviour, 
that whosoever receiveth not the kingdom of God, 
as a little child shall in no wise enter therein. May 
I therefore lay aside all self dependance, all ideas of 
my own wisdom and ability to advauce im the spiri- 
tual life, and as a new born babe desire the sincere 
milk of the word that may grow thereby. Thy 
word is most pure therefore will Llove it: I willhide 
it in my heart and find comfort and support from it 
all tho days of my life—It will be my comfort in 
affliction and my stay and staff inmy passage to 
eternity. And now, O Lord, what wait I for, my 
hope is in thee, Let I pray then, thy merciful 
kindness be for my comfort according to thy word. 
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Let my supplication come boforo thoo, free me from 
all my trespasses, and delivor mo according to thy 
word, Amon, 


THE BIDLE, 


When evoning shades succeed the sun 
And all my carthly work is dono, 
Shall I the precious hours amuse 
Tn foolish jests, or trifling nows ? 


No—nobler themes demand my care ! 
Souls cannot feed on empty air: 

One Book my leisure shall omploy : 
My richost food—my purost joy. 


Ask you, what morit can ib claim 
Above tho books of wit and famo ? 
Tt tells mo all I want to know 

To make mo wise and blest below. 


It shows tho road to thrones abovo 
Whore saints and angels dwell in love, 
It marks the poacoful paths they trod, 
Tts theme, is heayen—ils author, God. - 


This Book tho wondrous history shows 
How the wide world from nothing roso—~ 
How, from confusion tenfold night 

Sun, moon, and stars diffused their light. 
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There I behold Creation’s plan 
How earth received her tenant, man :— 


How bright he rose—how soon he fell, 
And born for Heaven, was doom’d to hell, 


There I survey with deepest aave 
Heaven’s holy good and righteous law; 
Compared with this myself I see 
Cover’d with guilt and misery, 


Then, trembling on destruction’s brink 
My soul in dark despair would sink; 
But this blessed book my peace secures 
And whilst it wounds, in merey cures. 


Far above men or angels’s thought, 

I see my great salvation wrought ; 

For Gods own son from Heaven came down 
To purchase my immortal crown, 


To save me from eternal fire, 
Behold him on the cross expire ; 
With mingled joy and griof I see, 
How Jesus lived and died for me. 


O let mine eyes with sorrows flow, 
My heart with thankful wonder glow ! 
For sinners doomed to endless pain 
My Saviour died and, rose again, 
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Say ye, whom wil and mirth ongage, 
The lover's song or hero’s page, 

Can all your books produce like mine, 
Such glorious decds—such lovo divine ? 


Into this treasure would you look ? 
The Bible is my precious Book ; 
Which carly, in this happy lend, 
T learnt to read and understand. 


Say, have you lived on British ground 
And, never yot this treasure found ; 

Or, docs it on your shelf appear, 

Scarco touch’d or opon’d through the yoar, 


Soon tho archangel’s trump shall blow, 
The earth shall meli—tho slcies shall glow ; 
Then shall these leaves with piercing light, 
Open to men and angels sight, 


Then shall the judgo, with solomn awe, 
Proclaim the great etorgal law: 

Tried by this rulo we then must go, 
To endleus bliss, or ondloss woo, 


Who would not now both scareh and prize, 
That Book in which salvation lies: 

Which all his sin and care can toll— 

Which leads to hoayen, and saves from hell ? 


Vd 


Sweet Book | with thee, my guide and friend 
My days begin and sweetly end ; 

Tn life my hope—in death my stay, 

My triumph in the judgment day, 


‘ REFLECTIONS ON THE VALUE OF THE BIBLE. 


Contemplating the works of nature with which 
we are every where surrounded in this lower world, 
and reflecting on their various and endless evolu- 
tions, we are irresistably led to the conclusion that 
there is a God, a mighty and mysterious being, 
who by his power and wisdom hath called all these 
things into existence, and who by the same un- 
wearied power, and unbounded wisdom, sustains 
and regulates the whole, Lifting up our eyes to 
the magniiicont canopy of heaven, and considering 
the sun, and moon, and stars, with all their hosts, 
the operations of some great unseen Agent also 
appears, and clearly demonstrates the skill and 
Almighty power of Jehovah, 


What though in solemn silence all 
Move round the dark terrestrial ball ? 
‘What though no real voice nor sound, 
Amidst their radient orbs be found ? 
In reason’s oar thoy all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice ; 

For ever singing, as they shine, 

The hand that made us is divine,” 
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Taking an intolligont survey of human affairs 
we may also come to tho conclusion, that man 
isal variance with this mighty Boing, that though 
tho object of his cmo and the recipients of Ing 
bounty, ho is not assimilated to him in his charactor, 
and is suffering undor his displeasure, It belongs 
however oxclusively to divino revolution to unfold 
to us that man has fallen from a alate of primitive 
integrity and felicity—that notwithstanding his 
rebellion and degradation, the God he has offended 
is willing to have meroy, and is roaily to be gra- 
cious, and that he has in the riches of his wisdom 
and goodness himself devised and executed a plan, 
whoroby man may be doliverod from tho conse- 
quences of his guilt, It is tho glorious preroga- 
tivo of tho Biblo to make known the fuithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, thal ho 
camo that they might have lifo and and that they 
might havo it more abundantly, {f therofore doli- 
vorance from that strato of sin and misory into 
which we are sunk by nature be au object of any 
importanco to us, how should wo prizo this inspired 
volume, which not only points us to tho way of 
escape from all our woos, but opens to us the 
passage to glory, honour, and immortality | With 
how much diligonce ought we to follow our 
Saviour’s admonition, Search the scriptures, for 
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in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are 
they which testify of me.” 


Precious Bible, what a treasure 
Does the Word of God afford { 
All we want for life and pleasure, 
Food or med’cine, shield or sword | 
Let the world account as poor, 
Having this we want no more, 


But that we may be profited by the study of 
tho scriptures, we must come to them with humble 
and teachable dispositions, We must come not to 
gratify an idle curiosity, or merely to engage our 
thinking powers, but satisfy our spiritual appetite, 
to devote our heart and affections to divine things, 
to increase our knowledge, to strengthen and cone 
firm our faith, and to regulate our practice. We 
must accompany our reading with meditation and 
prayer, We must earnostly seck the guidance of 
the divine spirit and his onlightening and sanctify- 
ing influences, All this precious treasury of know- 
ledge and happiness will be a closed book, and a 
sealed letter without the agency and regenerating 
power of the Holy Spirit; for the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the spirit, because they 
are foolishness to him, neither can ho know them, 
beeause they are spiritually discerned. 
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PUBIC WORSHTP. 
My soul, how lovely is the place 
To which thy God resorts ! 





"Tis heayen to sec his smiling face, 
Though in his earthly courts, 


Thoro the great monarch of the skies 
Tis saving power displays ; 

And Jight breaks in wpon our eyes 
With kind and quickening rays, 


With his rich gifts the heavenly Dove 
Descends ruil fills the place ; 

While Christ reveals his wondrous love 
And sheds abroad his grace, 


There, Mighty God, thy words declare 
The seerets of thy will; 

And still we seck thy merey there 
And sing thy praises still, 
REFLECTIONS, 

¢ 
ON TEE PURLIC WORSHIP OF GOD 35 WHET TTINTS 
TO YOUNG PERSONS ON THE DUTY OF 
LENDING THER AID TO TIED 
EXTENSION On ‘THIS 
GOSPEL, 

The worship of God in public is an important 
and prominent part of Christian duty, and no oue 
who undervalues or negieets this ordinanco can 
have any claim to the title of a child of God. 
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But there is a manifest difference between atten- 
tion to the outward forms of worship and that 
spirituality of service which God requires and ex- 
pects fromm his true worshippers. He is a spirit 
and they who worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth, 


Let us then examine our motives for appearing 
in the house of God, and the character of our ex- 
eraise there. It is to be feared that if these were 
thoroughly scrutinized they would be found in too 
many instances very far from what they ought to 
be. How many, especially of the young who flock to 
the sanctuary on the Sabbath, have no higher 
niotive than to appear in their best attire, to spend 
the hours which would otherwise hang heavily 
upon their hands, or at most to maintain a charac- 
ter for deconcy and religion. While ia the sanc- 
tuary they never think or feel as in tho presence 
of God who searcheth the heart and trieth the 
reins, nor consider that their mind and whole soul 
ought tu be ongaged in his sorviee. Through the 
week their miuds have been engrossed by the: 
world and its cares, and their hearts have been 
eagerly pursuing its vanities, and the effort is too 
much for them to turn their thoughts and affee- 
tions at once into a current so widely different, so 
dametrically opposed. They feel that they cannut 
serve God aud mammon, and they voluntanly 
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surrender themselves to that service which is most 
in whison with the law of siuv and death which ig 
in the: members. How very many young females, 
in this land of Gospel privilege, rise ely and sit 
lalo Lhrongh the six days allotted lo labour, and 
concentrate from morning till night then whole 
powers of body and mind to the movements of 
the needle, and to the formation of the embroider~ 
ed flower, and with no better object than with the 
gan of this unweurted toil to decorate their frail 
dying boy, while the mind which mught assimi. 
lato them to angels 1s a waste, aad the immortal 
spirit 15 in povorby, and lowers on the brink of 
eternal ruin And how preposterous the thought 
that the prmapal result of all Gus labour and 
adorning 1s to attiact and please the eye of their 
vain companions in the house of God, the object 
of wouslup is neglected, and is denuded of that 
spiritual seryiew which he clams, and for tho sole 
purpose of which he has established his house and 
wonlnp among men, Nof wonder this precious 
ant benetioal ordin wee should in the expericnes 
af such be wholly unproduetiye of good, that they 
whould go trom the place of the holy as they came 
Laid eatnal, thoughtless and yan; the good 
good has been ceattered freely and abundantly, 
but the so was umprepaved — the seed fell by 
the way sido, and ts trodden down by the feet 
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of man, or devoured by the fowls of the air. The 
arch-enemy catches away the word, lest his willmg 
subjects should believe and be saved. Let us then 
prepare our heats by prayer and meditation for 
the reception of the woud. Let us keep our feet 
when we go into the house of God, and be more 
ready to hear than to offer the sacrifice of fools. 
Let us remember that God 1s not mocked, for what 
a man soweth that shall he also reap. He that al- 
lows his mind to be carried away by the vanities 
of time, while eternal realities are sounding in his 
ears: or contents himself with the pleasures of the 
flesh while the blessings of salvation are presented 
to lum, shall of the flesh reap coriuption, but he 
who aims at raising his thoughts and affections to 
God, and in spirit and in truth seeks communion 
with him, shall of the spwit reap lifo everlasting. 
Let us not trifle with our privileges, they are pre- 
eminent aod valuble, and uncertain and passing as 
they are important, and for all God will shortly 
bring us into judgments 

And while we iry properly to estimate, and 
wiscly to improve these precious privileges, let us 
remember those who are not so highly favoured; let 
ys think of the dark places of the eath which are 
still full of the habitations of horrid cruelty, and 
let us consider ourselves as under indispensable 
obligations to commiserste the condition of the 
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heathon, aud to do what wo can for its amelioralion, 
‘Phe sure word of propheey has declared that the 
knowledge of the Tord shall cover the earth ag the 
wattors cover tho seas, that the work is the Lord’s and 
he will perform it But then ho works hy means, 
and how delightful and honourable ts it to be em= 
ployed hy hin as the instramenis of accomplishing 
his great and gracious purposes | [4 may be that our 
means ave seanty, and in consequence onr assistance 
in this great work can bo but inconsiderable ; but 
lot us remember that God aceepteth aman accord- 
ing to what he hath, aut nob according to what 
he hath not Lot ug think for our comfort and 
encouragement on the commendation hestawed by 
our Tord ou the poor widow, who, while many 
that wero rich cast in much into the treasury cast 
in two mites which make a farthing. Verily said 
he, she hath cast in more than they all, for they of 
their abundance have cast into the offerings of 
God, bui sho of her penury hath cast in all tha 

she had, even all her livmy? Let us put the matter 
each to his own conscionco, tnd leb us give for this 
groat cause as God hus prospered us. But let the 
young be careful to make a just estimate of their 
ability. Huet them ask themselves if there is no 
vain amusenient which they could forego, no gaudy 
ornaments or supertluity of dross which they could 
deny themsclycs, that they might consecrate wha, 


an 
185 

would be laid out on these to the noble and g 
rous purpose of promoting the temporal and et. 
nal welfare of those thousands of their fellow mo. 
tals who are perishing for lack of knowledge. Such 
Liberality will not lose its reward, ‘There is that 
scattoreth and yet increaseth, and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet and it tendeth to 
poverty, 


FINIS 


